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RIGHT HONOURABLE THE. 


Counteſs of HERTFORD. 


I Beg leave, Mapay, to flatter myſelf, that 
2 1 the ſame condeſcenſion and goodneſs, which 
haas admitted ſeveral of theſe pieces into your 
=> cloſet in manuſcript, will permit them all to 
make this public appearance before you. Your 
Ladyſhip's known character and taſte for every 
=> thing that is pious and polite, give an honourable 
= ſanction to thoſe writings which ſtand recom- 
= mended by your name and approbation : it is no 
Wonder then that theſe Essavs ſhould ſeek the 
favour of ſuch a patronage. 55 
Though the author profeſſes himſelf much a 
ſtranger to the great and ſplendid part of man- 
kind, yet ſince your Ladyſhip was pleaſed to 
indulge him a ſhare in the honours of your 
friendſhip, he cannot but take pleaſure to have 
been a witneſs of thoſe virtues, whereby you bear 
up the dignity of our holy religion, and the bleſſ- 
= ed poſpel, amidft all the tempting grandeurs of 
this world, and in an age of growing infidelity. 
He acknowledges it a part of his felicity, that he 
has had an opportunity to learn how happily the 
5 2 leiſure 


5 
5 


— e. 
leiſure which you borrow from the magnificence 
and ceremonies of a court, is employed in devout 
contemplations, in the ſtudy of virtue, and among 
the writings of the beſt poets in our own, or in 


foreign languages, ſo far as they are chaſte and 
innocent. | 


But it is no eaſy taſk, as a late ingenious pen“ 1 


has expreſſed it, 9 ſpeal the many nameleſs graces 
and native riches of the mind, capable fo much at 
once to reliſh ſolitude, and adorn ſociety. 


May ſuch a valuable life be drawn out to an 
uncommon length, as the richeſt bleſſings to your 7 
noble family! May you ſhine long in your ex- 7 
alted (tation, an illuſtrious pattern of ſuch good- = 


neſs as may command reyerence and. imitation 
among thoſe who ſtand round you. in higher or 


lower life! And when your ſpirit ſhall take its 


flight to ſuperior regions, and that bliſsful world, 


whither your meditation and your hope have often 


*raifed you, may the court of GREAT BRITAIN 7 
never want ſucceſſors, in your honourable houſe, 
to adorn and ſupport: it. In the 88 of 


theſe wiſhes, I take leave to ſubſcribe myſel 
3 ADAM rr. 
Jour Ladyſbip's mot Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
I. WATTS. | 


* Mr. Thnoms0N, in the dedication of his poem on 'the 
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aces S every Man has ſome amuſements for an hour 
5 % 1 of leiſure, I have choſen Mathematical Science, 
> Philoſophy, and Poeſy, for mine; and the fruits of ſome 
_. = of thoſe hours have been communicated to the world; 
an 1 | . 2 . 
Ils acknowledge my obligation to the preſent age, which 
Four has given a favourable acceptance to the Lyric Poems; 
 EX- printed in my youth; the plain Rudiments- of Geo- 
ood- > graphy and Aſtronomy; and the Treatiſe of Logic, 
ton 22 publiſhed fome years ago; and to thoſe ſcattered Eſſays 
r Or of Philoſophy which I put i 1G laſt year. Theſe 
e its gleanings of Verſe, and occaſional Thoughts on Miſ- 
orld, cellaneous Subjects, which have been growing under 
often my hands for thirty years, are now collected for a pre- 
*AIN ſent to the public, under the encouragement it has gi- 
ouſe, ven me to expect the ſame candour . 
or hat the com oſure of verſe is not beneath the dig- 
2 = nity even of ſublime and ſacred characters, appears 
in the example of David the prophet and the king; to 
: = which; if I ſhould add Maſes and Solomon, it would 
till ſtrengthen the argument, and ſupport the honour 
ol this art. And how far poeſy has been made ſerviceable 
io the temple, and the intereſt of religion, has been 
ſet in a ſufficient light by ſeveral pens; nor need ] re- 
= peat here what is written, in the preface to my book of 
Poems, on that ſubject. But I muſt confeſs it needs 
22 ſome apology, that when I had told the world twenty- 
= Hhve-years ago, that J expected the future part of my: 
ite would be free from the. ſervice: of the Muſe; I 
= LET. A 3 ſhould. 


n 
S 38: 3.48 
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ſhould now diſcover my weakneſs, and let the world 


I make no pretences to the name o 


DR PARFACKE, 


know that I have not been able to maintain my pur- 
poſe. | 


It is true, indeed, ſome of theſe copies were written 


before that time, yet a good part of them muſt date 
their exiſtence ſince ; for, where nature has any ſtrong 


propenſity, even from our infant-life, it will awake 
and ſhew itſelf on many occaſions, though it has been 
often and ſincerely reſiſted, and ſubdued, and laid to 
fleep. And as I have found my thoughts many a time 
carried away into four or five lines of verſe ere I was 
aware, and ſometimes in oppoſition to my will, ſo L 
confeſs I have now and then indulged it for an hour or 
two, as an innocent and grateful diverſion from more 
ſevere ſtudies. In this view I offer it to my friends; 
and, among the many pieces herein contained, I hope 
there are ſome which will give them an agreeable a- 
muſement, and perhaps ſome elevation of thought to- 


Wards the things of Heaven. —But, in order to tafte 
any degree of pleaſure, or reap any profit by reading, 


Imuſt-intreat them ſincerely. to ſeek the entertainment 
of their hearts, as in the converſation of a friend; 
and not to hunt after the painful and awkward joys of 
ſour eriticiſm, which is ever buſy in ſeeking out ſome- 
thing to diſguſt itſeltkt. 

| fa poet; or a po- 
lite writer, in an age wherein fo: many ſuperior ſouls 
ſhine in their works through this nation. Could J diſ- 
play the excellencies of virtue and Chriſtian piety, in 
the various forms and appearances of it, with all the 
beauty and glory in which Mr. Pope has ſet the King- 


dom of the Meſſiah, by his well-mingled imitations of 3 


Iſaiah and Virgil; could I paint nature, and the ani- 
mated wonders of it, in ſuch ſtrong and lively colours 
as Dr. Young has done; could 1 deſeribe its lovely and 
dreadful ſecncs, in lines of ſuch ſweetneſs and terror, 
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7 pretence to appear among the writers of verſe, and do 


8 


more ſervice to the world. Could I imitate thoſe admi- 
rable repreſentations of human nature and paſſion, which 
that ingenious pen has given us, who wrote the late 
volumes of Fp:/tles from the Dead to the Living, and 


7 


3 * Letters Moral and Entertaining, I ſhould then hope for 
= bappier ſucceſs in my endeavours to provide innocent 
and improving diverſions for polite youth. But ſince 
I can boaſt of little more than an inclination and a 
wiſh that way, I muſt commit the proviſion of theſe 
Zamuſements to ſuch celebrated authors as I have now 
mentioned, and to the riſing geniuſes of the age: And 
may the honour of poeſy be retrieved by them, from 


5% 
＋ 
«58» 
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the ſcandal which has been caſt upon it, by the abuſe 


of verſe to looſe and profane purpoſes. 3 
I there are many of theſe pieces which may ſeem, 


0 carry in them ſomething too youthful and trivial, I 


entreat my friends to remember, it is a collection of 


uch compoſitions of this kind, from my early years, 
as I have found among my papers; and if I had ne- | 
ver publiſhed them myſelf, 1 fear it would have been 
done ſome time or other, by perſons into whoſe hands 
they migbt have been diſperſed; and then the many 

mingled blunders, which always ariſe from frequent 
tranſcriptions, would have utterly diſguſted the reader, 
às well as brought a double diſ grace upon the writer, 
It is impoſſible for the niceſt and moſt correct pen to 
void the offence of thoſe readers who carry an exceſs 
pf delicacy always about them, much leſs do I expect 
it here: nor is it within the power of any man who 
Prrites, to eſcape the cenſure of thoſe whoſe minds are 
Fo full of vile and uncleanly images, that they will 
impoſe their own diſhoneſt and impure ideas upon 
words of the moſt diſtant and innocent ſound. Every 


low 


VIII 
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low and malicious wit may turn even ſacred language 
to wicked and abominab.e purpoſes, .and clap a ſet of 

avid nor a Paul, neither prophets nor evangeliſts are 
ſafe, no human writer ſhould expect an exemption ; 


but the crime is {till in him that conſtrues, not in hin 


that writes. If Oʃ e finds an ill ſavour in every 


place where he comes, I ſuſpect that he has ſome foul 2 


ulcer about him; and when I hear Flawinrrs tell me, 


on a ſnowy day, that the ground looks yellow, I may 1 


venture to pronounce that Fa viuus has the jaundice. 
As for the characters which are found here in ſome 


of the Eſſays, I profeſs ſolemnly there is not one of 3 p 


the vicious or fooliſh kind that is deſigned to repreſent 
any particular perſon. I never thought it proper to 
have mankind treated in that manner, unleſs upon ſome 
very | 
would leave the unpleaſing work to other hands.—It 


* 


has been the aim and deſign of my life, in my hours of 


leiſure, as well as in my ſeaſons of bufineſs, to do 


what ſervice 1 could to my fellow. creatures, without 


giving offence. I would not willingly create needleſs 
pain or uneaſineſs tothe moſt deſpicable figure amongſt 
mankind. There are vexations enough diſtributed a- 
mongſt the beings of my ſpecies, without my adding 
to the heap : And yet I confeſs J have often attempted 


to hit the ſore part in general; but it was with this ſin- 


cere intent, that the wiſe and thoughtful, whoſoever; 


they are, may feel their diſeaſe, and be healed. —My 
readers may be aſſured therefore, that though the vices 


and the follies, which are here diſplayed, may appear 
to be as juſt and ſincere a repreſentation, as if they 
were all borrowed from life, yet they are not features 
enough to deſcribe any perſon hying. , When a reflect. 
ing glaſs ſhews the deformities of a face ſo plain as to 
point to the perſon, he will ſooner be tempted to ow 1 
1 the 
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neral character, I am then awakened to reform it in 
1 without the public notice of the world; and 


the moral writer attains his nobleſt end. 


My particular friends, to whom I have ſent any of 


1 theſe pieces, will generally be pleaſed to read them in 
print, and addreſſed to a feigned name, rather than 
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their own: this I found the fafeſt way to avoid offence 


5 


on all hands; and therefore I have not mentioned one 
proper name here, but what was in print before. . 


In the diſpoſition of theſe pieces, I pretend to no 
border, but only aimed to diverſify every ſheet of the 
collection with verſe and proſe. In a noſegay, or a 
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flower piece, na man expects an exact regularity of ſi- 
tuation among the parts that compoſe it: it is ſufficient 
if the colours and fragrance entertain the ſenſes with a 
Brateful confuſion. 

J preſu 


* 


me nobody will expect, in ſuch a book, an 
entrance into deep arguments, upon difficult ſubjects of 
any kind whatſoever. The deſign is to pleaſe and pro- 
. giving any pain and 
fatigue to the mind. If any thing here written may 
induce ſtrangers to take pp ſo good an opinion of the 
writer as to peruſe any of his other works, it is his 
hearty deſire and prayer, that they find abundant com- 
penſation in their own improvements in knowledge, 


ky 


fit every gentle reader, without 


RA; mo 7 


ſoever, virtue, or piety, and may thereby grow fitter for the 
—My * heavenly world; to which important and happy end all 
vices 2 our labours here on earth ſhould conſpire, and even 
ippear our amuſements, whether we read or write. Amen, © 
{ they LEE V © 
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PROSE and VERSE. 


2 


—— 


I. SEARCHING AFTER GOD. 


25 U INCE we find in onrſe'ves, that we think and 
\.| 259 8 reaſon, we fear and hope, and, by an act of 
5 264 8 our will, we can put this body of ours into va- 
47 rious forms of motion, we may boldly pronounce that 
Fave are, and that wwe Hive; for we are conſcious of 
active power, and life, and being, 


8 
2 
* 8 


* 


But where is the hand that made us, and that gave 
aus this life and this power? We know that we did not 
make ourſelves in time paſt, becauſe we cannot pro- 
miſe ourſelves a minute of time to come: We feel no 
power within to preſerve ourſelves a moment, nor to 
reſcue or with-hold this being or this life of ours from 
the ſudden demands of death. | ; 
NEOU: 5 Ft 


2 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


4 It is evident yet farther, that we did not give our- 

1 ſelves theſe wondrous properties and powers which we 

af poſſeſs; for, though we are ſenfible of many defici- 

5 encies and imperfections, yet neither the moſt perfect, 

6 nor the moſt defective amongſt us, can add to our pro- FR 

| ſent ſelf the leaſt new power or property. While we e 
by are all ſurrounded with wants, which we cannot ſupply, 

9 and expoſed to death, which we cannot avoid, it is a fr 

fy ridiculous pretence to be-our own makers, 6 

1 We conclude then with aſſurance, that we are the 

14 work of ſome more powerful and ſuperior hand; but 

bis how we came firſt into being, we know not: the man- RF... 

1 ner of our original exiſtence is hid from us in darkneſs: X 

5 we are neither conſcious of our creation, nor of the 

10 owethwhich created us. He made us, but he hid 

2 bimſelf from our eyes and ears, and all the ſearches of ß 
(2 ſenſe. He has ſent us to dwell in this viſible world,. 
1 amidſt an endleſs variety of images, figures, and co- n 
5 lours, which force themſelves upon our ſenſes; but he 
100 for ever diſclaims all image, colour, and figure him: 
ft ſelf, - He hath ſet us, who are inferior ſpirits, this + ' 
14 talk in theſe regions of mortal fleſh, to ſearch and feel to» 
WI after him, if haply ave may find the ſupreme, the inſin:n: 
"kl nite, and eternal Spirit. Ve are near a-kin to him, 

Wi even his own offspring, but we ſee not our Father's face 1 

it nor can all the powers of our nature come at the Know- 
11 ledge of him that made us, but by the labours and in- 9 =» 
| ferences of our reaſon. We toil and work backward FF 1 
4 to find our Creator: from our preſent exiſtence ve 5 
1 trace out his eternity; and, through the chain of a 1 
ü thouſand viſible effects, we ſearch out the firſt, the in- 
i viſible, and almighty Cauſe, FS. = ' 
9 For the moſt part, indeed, we are ſo amuſed and x 
Wl - engroſſed by the things of ſenſe, that we forget our / 


Maker, and are thoughtleſs of him that gave us be 


ing: or, if we feek and follow after him, it is on 8 
| cold it - 


— 
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is PROSE any VERSE, ; 


dur, old ſcent, and with lazy enquiries ; and when we 
. 803. tancy we pereelve ſomething of him, it is at a diſtance, 
Hei- 


fect, 
pre- 


ed 1 eil, and does not ſhew himſelf in open light to the 
ply, 1 ons and daughters of mortality. Happy creatures, 


1s a it we could make our way fo near him as to behold 
te lovely and adorable beauties of his nature; if we 
the Poould place our fouls! fo qireckly under his k indeſt in- 
but fuences, as to feel outſelves adore him in the moſt 


N profound hemility, and love him with moſt ſublime 
neſs: a 40, | | 325 


* the 43 134 Action! 
hid 
es of 8 1 


Me Gov, I love and T adore ; 
" But ſouls that love would know thee more. 
orld, | 2 Wilt thou for ever hide, and ſtand 
d co: 2 Behind the labours of thy hand ? 
ut he I hhy hand unſeen ſuſtains the poles 


him: On which this he ge creation rolls: 


. _ = The ftarry arch proclaims thy power, 
d feet | oF [ky penct]-glows in every flower: 


2 in- 
face; 
nd in- 
ward 
ce we 
of a 
he in- A 


in thouſand ſhapes and colours rife 

Thy painted wonders to Hur eyes; 

While beaſts and birds with lab'ring throats. 
Teach us a Gop in thouſand notes, 5 
The meaneſt pin in nature's frame, 

Marks out ſome letter of thy name. 

Where ſenſe can reach or fancy rove, ? 
From hill to hill, from ſield to STOVE, 
Acroſs the waves, around the K v, 
There's not a ipot, or deep, or high, 
Where the Creator has not trod, 


d and 


ct 355 5 And left the footſtep of a Gov. 
us be 


But are his footſteps all that we, 
Poor grovelling worms, mutt Know or fe | 
2 | T hop 
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4 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


Thou Maker of my vital frame, - 


Unveil thy face, pronounce thy name, 
Shine to my fight, and let the ear 

Which thou haſt form'd, the lan uage hear, 
Where is thy reſidence? Oh ! Ww by 
Doſt thou avoid my ſearching eye, 
My longing ſenſe ? Thou Great Unknown, 
Say, do the clouds eonceal thy throne ? 
Divide, ye clouds, and let me ſee 
The Power that gives me leave to be. 

Or, art thou all diffaus'd abroad © 
Through boundleſs ſpace, a preſent God, 
Unſeen, unheard, yet ever near! 
What ſhall I do to find thee here? 

Is there not ſome myſterious art 
Jo feel thy preſence at my heart! 
To hear thy whiſpers ſoft and kind, 

In holy filence of the mind ? | 
Then reſt, my thoughts; nor longer roam 
In queſt of joy, for Heaven's at home. 

But, oh! thy beams of warmeſt love ; 
Sure they were made for worlds above. 
How ſhall my ſoul her powers extend, 
Beyond where time and nature end, 

To reach thoſe heights, thy beſt abode, 
And meet thy kindeſt ſmiles, my Gopb ? 
What ſhall I do? J wait thy call; 
Pronounce the word, my life, my all, 
Oh, for a wing to bear me far 
Beyond the golden morning- ſtar! 

Fain would I trace th' immortal way, 
'That leads to courts of endleſs day, 
Where the Creator ſtands confeſs'd, 

In his own faireſt glories dreſs'd. 

Some ſhining ſpirit help me riſe, 

Come waft a ſtranger through the ſkies; 


INS PROSE 'and VERSE. x 


„ Blefs'd Jesus, meet me on the road, 
1 3 * — * L ky 
1 Firſt offspring of th' Eternal Gop, 


Wn Thy hand ſhall lead a younger ſon, 

hh Clothe me with veſtures yet unknown, 

And place me near my Father's throne. 

al II. ROMAN IDOLATRY. 

II has been an old temptation to mankind, almoſt 
1 ever fince human nature was made, that we detire 
do find out ſomething juſt like GOD, Hence aroſe 
50 5 a great part of the Idolatry of ancient ages, and of 
> almoſt all the Heather world: hence the ſkilful and 


e 

2 x" 
ANY, 

TEE” 


| 1mpious labours of the Statuary and the Painter : hence 
all the gaudy glittering images, and all the monſtrous 
** ſhapes that poſſeſs and inhabit the temples of the 
= Gentiles, They were all deſigned to repreſent the 
7 ſhining glories, or the active powers of Divinity. Ihe 
> fruitful brain of the Poet and the Prieſt have yet far- 
ther multiplied the images of the Godhead, to make 
it appear like ſomething which we can feel, hear, or 
ſee. But, 0 aubom ſhall aue lilen God? abi what 
= /iteneſs will ye compare me ? ſaith the holy One of Iſrael's 
x Ifa.- xl. 18, 25. He is, and will be for ever, the i 
7 Great Inimitable, and the Infinite Unknown, 

And. yet this folly has not ſpent itſelf all in the 
2 #hathen world. Ihe Fewyh nation was often fond 
= of. Idols, and they would more than once have the 
= figure of Divinity among them; though the wilder- 
= neſs of Sinai in the days of Maſes, and the tents of 
Dan and Bethel in Feroboam's reign, can bear witneſs 
that it looked much more like a calf than a God. 
Israel too often fell in with the reſt of the nations, 

| — 3 — 
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6 MISCELLANEQUS THOUGHTS, A 


> and charged the glory of the incorruptible Ged into cn OY 

image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, aus, 

Four: footed beaſts, and creeping things. *h 

The Chriſtian world indeed has much clearer light, 

and nobler diſcoveries of the inviſible nature of Gov 

| and yet how has the Rom; church fallen into groſs 

idolatry, and, in this reſpect, with profane attempt they "I 

5 have painted all the bleſſed Trinity ! Whatſoever 

if pretence they may derive from the human nature of 
. 
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4 the Son of Gop, or from the dove like appearance 
of the Holy Spirit, to draw the figures of a dove or 
UE" a man, as a memorial of thoſe ſacred condeſcenſions ; 
yet I know no ſufficient warrant they can have to fy == 
in the very face of divine prohibition, and to paint 
and carve the figure of Gop the Father like an odd 
man, when he never appeared among men in any bo- 
. dily forms; and our Lord Jeſus himſelf ſays-of him, 1 
Ie have neither heard his woice at any time, nor ſeen his 
Hage, John v. 37. . | _ 
But this Pep; church deſcends yet to meaner ido- i 
latry; and becauſe Chriſt, who is God manifeft in the 7 
F4/h, repreſents himſelf, in a metaphor, as the bre 
of life, to ſupport and nouriſh our fouls, therefore 
they turn their Saviour into a real piece of bread : "8 
they make a God of dough, and they devour and they 
, worſhip the work of the baker. O ſottiſh religion, 
and ſtupid profeſſors! Could we ever have imagin- 
ed, that ſuch an abſurd ſuperſtition, that gives the 
. lie groſly to ſenſe and reaſon at once, ſhould ever find 
|| room in the helief of man, in ſpite of all his ſenſible 
| and his rational powers? Could one have imagined, | 
ſay, that ſuch a glaring falſhood, that ſhocks at once 
our intellectual and our animal faculties, ſhould be 
lodged and foftered in the boſom and heart of the 
ſons of Adam? But experience here exceeds: imagi- 
| | nation. 
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ZZ nation, What a ſhameful reproach and ſcandal is it 


"ZZ ſhould overſpread whole nations, and triump 
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iv PROSE and VERSE. 


Y to human nature, that a faith with /o much nonſenſe in it, 
5 over the 
largeſt part of the knowing and refined world! But 
every dawning day-light is a witneſs of theſe national 
idolatries, theſe ſcandals to mankind, and all their in- 
tellectual glory. Every ſun that ſets or riſes. in ſome 
part or other of the earth, beholds multitudes of fools 
and philoſophers, ploughmen and princes, acknow- 
5 ledging the breaden God, bending the knee to the 


== water cake, and bowing towards the ſacred repoſitory 
27 of the kneaded idol. ET 
It was the firſt ambition and iniquity of man to 
affect a forbidden /itere/s to: God; there is inſolence 
added to the ambition, when we bring down Gop to 
= our level, and make him a au, like ourſelves : But 
when we ſink the Deity beneath our own nature, when 
wie make a mere animal or wegetable of him, and turn 
bim into a bit of ſenſeleſs pajte, the madneſs of this 


iĩmpiety muft. for ever want a name. 
5 
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III. To DORO. The foft Lyric Huur. 
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= lyric poet. | | 
| Albis dormiit in Roſis 
Liliiſgue jacens et wills Dies, 
Prime cut potu wig 
Somnum Pierid rumpere Barbita, 
Cure dum vacums Puer 


B 4 Forms 


s MISCELLANEOUS THOUGH T's, 

Formaſi legerem littora Narviæ. 
Ex ſillo mihi poſteri 

Florent ſole dies, &C, 


* 


them into Engliſh Lyrics: I have releaſed myſelf from 
the fetters of rhyme, yet I cannot gain my own appro-- 
bation.. I have given my thoughts a further looſe, and 
fpread the ſenſe abroad; but I fear there is ſomething = 
of the ſpirit evaporates : and though the elegant ide: 
perhaps does not entirely eſcape, yet I could wiſh for? 
à happier expreſſion. of it. Such as it is, receive it, 
Dorio, with your uſual candor, correct the deficiencies 
and reſtore the elegance of the Poliſb poet, to theſe 
fix or feven lines, wherein I have attempted aan 


imitation. 
__ *Twas an unclouded ſky: The day-ſtar ſat 
On higheſt noon: No breezes fann'd the grove, 
Nor the muſicians of the air purſu'd | 
Their artlefs warblings ; while the ſultry day 
Lay all diffus'd and {lumb'ring on the boſom 
Of the white lily, the perfum'd jonquil, 
And lovely bluſhing roſe. Then firit my harp, 
Labouring with childiſh innocence and joy, 
Brake filence, and awoke the ſmiling hour | 
With infant notes, ſaluting the fair ſkies, 


(Heaven's h1 


Of Avon gently flowing. Thence my days 
Commenc'd harmonious ; there began my ſkill 


To vanquiſh care by the ſweet-ſounding ſtring. 7 
Hail happy hour, O bleſt remembrance, hail! 7 


And baniſh woes for ever. Harps were made 
For Heaven's beatitudes : There J%e's Son 
Tunes his bold lyre with majeſty of ſound, 


2 


1 have tried to imitate theſe lines, but I cannot form 
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gheſt work) the fair enamell'd meads, 
And tall green ſhades along the winding banks 
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To the creating, and all- ruling power 
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ZZ Not unattentive : while ten thouſand tongues 
Of hymning ſeraphs and diſbodied ſaints, 

form Echo the joys and graces round the hills 

from Of Paradiſe, and [prev Mzss1an's name, 
ppro- 2 Tranſporting bliſs! Make haſte, ye rolling ſpheres, 
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= Ye circling ſuns, ye winged minutes, haſte, 
ething 8 Fulfil my deftin'd period here, and raiſe 

t idea Ihe meaneſt fon of harmony to join 

{\h for In that celeſtial concert. 
ve it, 
encies 
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IV. THE HEBREW POET. 


d Ode repreſents the Difficulty of a juſt Tranſſatim of 
e, 3 - the Pſalms of Davip, in all their Hebrew Gary; 
= cuith an Apolog y for the Imitation of them in Chriſtian 
language. 


[ The firſt hint borrowed from Cafimire, Fic? 
quifquir, Sc. Book iv. Ode 7. 


| I. 

HEW me the man that dares and ſings 
Great David's verſe to Bri firings: 
Sublime attempt! but bold and vain 

As building Babel's tower again. 

1 ALLEY 

The Bard“ that climb'd to Ceoper's-Hill, 
Reaching at Zion, ſham'd his ſkill, 


', 

25 
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And 


31 * Six John Denham, who gaired great reputation ty his 
To poem, called. Cooper 's-£i/;, failed in his tranſlation ot the 
Palms of David. 


10 MISCELLANEOUS THOUG HTS, 

And bids the ſons of Albin own, 

That 7adah's Pſalmiſt reigns alone. 

III. 

Bleſt Poet! now, like gentle Thames, 

He ſooths our ears with ſilver ſtreams: 

Like his own Jordan, now he rolls, 

And ſweeps away our captive ſouls, 


Softly the tuneful ſhepherd leads 

The Hebretv flocks to flow'ry meads 3 

He marks their path with notes divine, 

While fountains ſpring with oil and wines, 
| 
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Rivers of peace attend his ſong, 

And draw their milky train along : 

He jars; and, Io! the flints are broke, 
But honey iſſues om _ rock. 

When kindling with victorious fire, 

He ſhakes his lance acroſs the lyre : 
The lyre reſounds unknown alarms, 0 
And ſets th' thunderer in arms. .z 

| Bs jy 
Behold the Gop! th' almighty King 
Rides on a tempelt's glorious wing: 
His enſigns lighten round the ſky, 
And moving legions ſound on high. 55 
| VIII. xj 

Ten thouſand cherubs wait his courſe, F 
Charjots of fire and flaming horſe: 

Earth trembles ; and her mountains flow, 

At his approach, like melting ſnow. 
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But who theſe frowns of wrath can draw, * 
That ſtrike heav'n, earth, and hell, with awe? 
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1% PROSE and VERSE. 
Red lightning from his eye-lids broke; 
His voice was thunder, hail, and ſmoke. 


He ſpake; the cleaving waters fled, 


And ftars beheld the ocean's bed : 
While the great maſter ſtrikes his lyre, 
You ſee the frighted 9 2 retire: 
In heaps the frighted billows ſtand, 
Waiting the changes of his hand: 
He leads his nel through the ſea, 
And watry 1 1 their way. 
Turning his band with ſovereign ſweep, 
He drowns all Egypt in the deep: 
Then guides the tribes, a glorious band, 
Through defarts to the promis'd land, 
„„ KITE 
Here camps with wide embattel'd force; 
Here gates and bulwarks ſtop their courſe : 
He ſtorms the mounds, the bulwark falls, 
The harp lies ſtrow'd with ruin'd walls. 
| XIV. 
See his broad ſword flies o'er the ſtrings, 
And moves down nations with their Kings: 
From every chord his bolts are hurl'd, 
And vengeance gs 8 rebel world. 
Lo! the great Poet ſhifts the ſcene; 
And ſhews the face of Gop ſerene : 
Truth, meekneſs, peace, ſalvation ride, 
With guards of juſtice, at his ſide. 
X VI. 


No meaner muſe could weave the light, 


To form his robes divinely bright; 
B6 
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Or frame a crown. of ſtars to ſhine 

With beams for Majeſty divine. 
XVII. 
Now in prophetic light he ſees 

Ages to come, and dark degrees: 

He brings the Prince of glory down, 

Stript of his robe and ſtarry crown. 
VVV 

See Jeaut and Heathens fir d with rage; 

See, their combining powers engage 
Againſt th' Anointed of the LoxD, 
The Man whom. angels late ador'd . 

XIX. 

God's only Sox: Behold, he dies! 
Surpriſing grief l. The groans ariſe ! 
The lyre complains on every ſtring,. 
And mourns the 2 3 of her King. 
5s X. 

But Heaven's Anointed muſt not dwell 
In death: the vanquiſh'd powers of hell. 
Vield to the harp's diviner lay; 

The grave reſigns 1 illuſtrious prey. 
Mrss iA lives! Mess14an reigns! 
The ſong ſurmounts the airy plains, 

T' attend her LoRx D with joys unknown, 

And bear the Victor to his throne, 
| 8 XXII. 

Rejoice, ye ſhining worlds on high, 
Behold the Lord of glory nigh: 
Eternal doors, your leaves diſplay, 

To make the Lord of glory way. 

| XXIII. 
What mortal bard has {kill or force 
To paint theſe ſcenes, to tread this courſe, 
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Or furniſh through th' ethereal road 
A triumph fora riſing Gop ? 

XXIV. | 
Aſtoniſh'd at ſo vaſt a flight. 
Through flaming worlds and floods of light,. 
My muſe her awful diſtance keeps, | 
Still following, but _ trembling ſteps. 

XXV. 


She bids her humble verſe explain 


The Hebrew harp's ſublimer ſtrain ; 
Points to her Saviour till, and ſhows 
What courſe the Sun.of Glory goes.“ 

| XXVI. | 
Here he aſcends: behind a cloud 

Of incenſe *; there he ſets in blood t; 


She reads his labours and his names 


In ſpicy ſmoke , and bleeding lambs F. 
| XXVII. 
Rich are the graces which ſhe draws 
From types, and ſhades, and Few laws; 
With thouſand glories long foretold 
To turn the future age to gold. 


XXVIII. 
Grace is her theme, and joy, and love: 
Deſcend, ye bleſſings, from above, 
And crown my fong. Eternal Gop, 
Forgive the muſe that dreads thy rod. 
. 
Silent, ſne hears thy vengeance roll, 
That cruſhes mortals to the ſoul, 
Nor dares aſſume the bolt, nor ſheds: 
Th' immortaFcurſes on their heads. i 
| Yet 


* Chrif's Interceflion, _ + His Sacrifice, 
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act: I deſire and hope for what I have not, as wel 


XXX. | i 
Yet ſince her Gop is ftill the fame, > 4m 
And David's Son is all ker theme, Ke 
She begs ſome humble place to fing ink, 
In concert with Fudeas King. Fim, 
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V. THE. 'THANKFUL PHILOSOPHER. Mme : 

| | | ba. 4 at f 

\ MONG. all the uſeful and entertaining ſtudics , WI 

of philoſophy, there is none fo worthy of man his, 

as the ſcience of human nature. There is none that MWoth « 

furniſhes us with more wonders of divine wiſdom, or e, v 

givgs higher occaſion. to adore divine goodneſs. CH. el a 

riſtus, a gentleman of great piety and worth, bas nly, 

ſpent many an hour upon this delightful theme. In hen, 

the midit of his meditations one day, he was debating Wade 
thus with hi ; 


elf, and enquiring what ſort of being » 2 

Now I ſtand, faid he, now Ilie down; I rife again at 
and walk, 1 cat, drink, and fleep; my pulſe beats, Pore 
and I draw the breath of life : ſurely I have the parts Mo 


and powers of an azimal; I am a living body of fleth Did 


and blood, a wonderful engine, with many varieties elf? 
of motion. But let me conſider alſo what other ac- 
tions I perform. „ 2p 
I think, I meditate and contrive; I compare things 
and judge of them; now I doubt, and then I believe; 
I will what I act, and ſometimes wiſh what I cannot 


as am conſcious of what I have, and rejoice in it: 
I look backward, and ſurvey ages paſt, and J look Parte 
forward into what is to come: ſurely I muſt be a 
ſpirit, a thinking power, a ſoul, ſomething very dil- 


tin 
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ZH$n& from this machine of matter with all its ſhapes 
d motions. ; 

FX Merc matter, put into all poſſible motion, can never 
ink, reaſon, and contrive ; can never hope and 
im, as I do, and ſurvey diſtant times, the paſt and 
ture: yet it is as impoſſible alſo that a mind, a ſoul, 
ould walk or lie down, ſhould eat or drink; but I 
el, I know, I am affured I do all theſe. I perform 
pe actions that cannot belong to a ſpirit, and ſome 
iat fleſh and blood can never pretend to. ö 
What am I then? What ſtrange kind of being is 
is, which is conſcious of all theſe different ageneies, 
1e that Poth of matter and ſpirit? What ſort of thing can I 
"Im, or e, who ſeem to think and reaſon in my head, who 
Cha- el and am conſcious of pain or eaſe, not at my heart 
1, has nly, but at my toes and fingers too? I cenclude 
e. In en, I can be nothing elſe but a compounded creature, 
bating pade up of theſe two diltin& beings, /pirit and matter; 
being Ir, as we uſually expreſs it, ul and body. 

Iltis very plain alſo to me, upon a fmall inquiry, 
again at this body and this ſoul did not make themſelves, 
beats, Wor one another. But, did not I myſelf join theſe 
e parts o different natures together when they were made ? 


f fleth 4 Did not my ſoul take this body into union with it- 
Irieties elf? By no means: for the firſt moment that I 


ger ac-Fnew any thing of myſelf, I found the powers of 
Fought working in animal nature; that is, I found 
gs gay ſelf ſuch a compound being as I now am: 1 had no 
; More hand in the union of theſe two principles, or in 
e compoſition of myſelf, than I had in the making of 
Fhoſe to diſtinct beings of which I am compounded ; 
In it: It was Gop only, that great Gop who created both 
J look parts of me, the animal and the mind, who alſo joined 


t be a hem together in ſo ſtrange an union; and if 1 were 
Y By enter into the myſteries of this union, it would 
une 5 


open 
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16 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, E 
open a wide and various ſcene of amazement at his un 
ſearchable wiſdom. Tk 1 
But let me examine a little: was there no anciet 
and early kindred between this particular pirit ander 
this usb of mine, this mind and this animal? Is ther: Ving 
no original relation, no eſſential harmony and f. ci On 
congruity between my body and my ſoul, that hou 4 
make their union neceſſary ? None at all that:I ca 
find, either by my ſenſe or reflection, my reaſon 
experience. I lieſe two beings have dwelt above thir. 
ty years together, ſtrangely united into one, and ye 
I have never been able to trace any one inſtance of 8 
f onfrrecnny! between them. This mind might? 
ave been paired with any other human · body; or th 
body with any other mind. I can find nothing. but 8 
the ſovereign will of Gop that joined this mind ard « 
this animal body together, and made the wondrous; 
compound: it was he ordained me to be what I am, 
in all the circumſtances of my nativity. = 
Seeſt thou, O my ſoul, that unhappy cripple. lying 
at thy neighbour's: door, that poor miſ. ſnapen piece 
of human nature? Mark, how uſeleſs are his-limbs! Hort. 
he can neither ſupport nor feed himſelf. Look over 8 
againſt him, there firs one that was blind from his !2E'* 
birth, and begs his bread. If thou hadſt been ori- 
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— 
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inally united to” either of theſe pieces: of fleſh and 
blood, then hadſt thou been that poor cripple, or that 
very blind beggar. | = 
— lies a piteous ſpeRacle, a: poor infant that 
came into the world but three months ago, its fleſb 
covered with ulcers, and its bones putrifying with its 
father's ſins: I hear its whining. cries, and long pi- 
teous wailings; its bitter groans touch my heart, and 
awaken all my tenderneſs: Let me ſtand and reflect a Non 


little. Surely I had been that wretched thing, that 


% 


R little, 


. k 
fr r 
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F Witle, pining, periſhing infant, and all thoſe pains and 
ZFJponies had been mine, if Cob had reſerved my ſoul 
is ſecret counſels till a few months ago, and then 
Ponfined it to that unhappy manſion of diſeaſed and 
E 0 yin 8 fleſh. 2 5 
Once more let my eyes affect my heart. What a 
chou, Prange awkward creature do I fee there! The form 
I can, ef it has been as the form of a man, but its motions 
em to be more irregular, and the animal more ſenſe- 
. ess than a very beaſt : yet they tell me, it is almoſt 
nd ye: erty years old. It might have been by this time a 
Fateſman, a philoſopher, a general of an army, or a 


nce of 8 2 
earned divine; but reaſon could never act nor ſhew 


or 5. ſelf in that diſordered engine. The tender brain was 


ig bu fled, perhaps, and the parts of it diſturbed in the 
nd and ery embryo, or perhaps it was ſhaken with convul- 
ndrous; Pons when it firſt ſaw the light; but the place of its 
I am, Pirth was the ſame with mine, and the neighbours ſay, 

was born the next door to me. How miſerable had 
: lying 4 been, if, when that body was prepared, my ſoul had 


\ piece ceived order to go but one door farther, to fix its 
limbs! ortal en there, and to manage that poor diſ- 
k over F bled machine! And if the ſpirit alſo that reſides there 
om his Pad been united to my fleſh, it had been a ſad exchange 
j. or me: that idiot had been all that I was by nature, 
and I had been that idiot. | 
My meditations may rove farther abroad, may fur- 
Fey paſt ages and diſtant nations, and by the powers 
pf fancy, I may fer myſelf in the midſt of them. 
lad this ſpirit of mine been joined to a body form- 
d in Lapland or Malabar, J had worſhipped the images 
. pf Ther or Bramma ; and perhaps I had. been a Lap- 
land wizard with a conjuring drum, or a Malabarian 
pPrieſt, to wear out my life in ridiculous. Eaſtern cere- 
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38 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, | 
Had my ſoul been formed and united to a B 


1 ound 
body fifteen hundred years ago, I had been a paintel Meir ! 
Briton, a rude idolater, as well as my fathers; a ſy. ry in 


orſtitious Druid had been my higheſt character, ard Mnce 

ſhould have paid my abſurd devotions to ſome fu. petit 
cied deity, in a huge hollow oak, and lived and died Hac 
in utter ignorance of the true Gop, and of Jes us m d ſp: 
Saviour. Or had my ſpirit been ſent to Turtey, Ma. ne, 
bomet had been my prophet, and the ridiculous ſto- erhar 
_ of the Koran had been all my hope of eternal ar 


PR. 


If Grnatho the flatterer ſtood by, I know what 1— d la 


would ſay, for he has told me already, that as my fta. d le 
ture is tall and manly, ſo my genius is too ſublime cceſ 
and bright to be buried under thofe clouds of dark. Mnplo 
neſs. Laſt week he practiſed upon my vanity, ſo fu y rc 
as to fay, © Cheritus has a ſoul and reaſon, which res 
« would bave ied him to the knowledge of the trut uf 
God, if he had been born in the wilds of Americ, 0 
and had for his father a ſavage Trognois, or his ance. With | 
% tors had been all Naragamnſet Indians.” But I gave? e de 
him a juſt and ſharp reproof for his want of fenſe, a gat 
well as for his flattery. . fill 
Fond fooliſh man, to imagine there are no geniuſe To 
which outſnine me in the wild and barbarous world, raiſe 
no bright and ſublime intellects, but thoſe which ate dg 
appointed to act their part in the nations of Europe! Wait n 
<Good fenſe and natural fmartneſs are ſcattered among mfe 
moſt of the nations of mankind. There are ingenious ot jc 
Africans, American wits, Fhiloſophers and Poets i 

Malabar; there are both the Nene and the ſtupid, 
the fooliſh and the wiſe, on this and on the other 
. fide of the great Atlantic ocean: but the brighter po- 
ers of nature cannot exert themſelves and ſhine in the 
fame glory, when the affairs and circumſtances 1 
* | | around mes 
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| Bri: ound them are mean, and low, and deſpicable ; when 
painte!MWeir life, and time, and all their powers from their 
a ſv. ry infancy are employed in providing a ſorry ſuſte- 
er, and Mnce for the body, and ſupplying the importunate 
me fin. petites of nature. | | 
nd died % Had I the largeſt ſhare of natural underſtanding 
Us nd ſprightlineſs, far beyond what my friends can ima- 
y, Ma. ne, all the advantage of it would have been, that 
us fo-rhaps I had ſhaped a nicer bow, or ſet the feathers 
eterna an arrow for ſwifter flight than my neighbour : 
rhaps J might have ſooner hit the flying partridge, 
ad laid a ſurer trap for a wild gooſe or a pigeon ; I 
my ſta. d learned to outwit the brutal creation with more 
ſublime cceſs; egregious victory and triumph! Or if I had 
F dark-Wployed my beft ſpirits and vigour in the affairs of 
fo far y religion, I might have danced in more antic poſ- 
which res round ſome ſacred bonfire, and contrived ſome 
he true e ſuperſtitions, or perhaps authorized ſome new gods 
erica, ws goddeſſes; or might have howled among my fellows. 
 ancel- ich more hideous airs than they, and have worſhipped 
I gave e devil with more zeal and activity. Wretched pre- 
nie, a Mdoatives of a ſprightly nature, left without the beams 
of illuminating grace! EOS, 
eniuſc; To thee, O my Gov, to thee are due my eternal 
Praiſes; and to thee will I offer the humbleſt acknow- 
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"4 

* 
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world, 4 
ich are doments and ſongs of higheſt gratitude. It is thou 
Euroe! att made my compounded nature what it is, in all the 
among mfortable and hopeful attendants of it: thou haſt 
genious ot joined my ſpirit to the diſturbed brain of an idiot, 
oets in a crippled carcaſe, or a piece of rumpled deformity. 
ſtupid, hou haſt given to my ſou: a body, with its proper 
Imbs, and organs of fenſe, capable of activity, con- 
erſe, and ſervice among the reaſonable world. Bleſſed 
e wy God for ever, that he has appointed me to act 


4 by part in Great Britain, while it is a land of divine 
around es light; 
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may, through his grace, prepare it for the companili 


happy circumitances than mine? What then? W 


_ bleſſings? 
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light; he has placed my ſoul in ſuch a dwelling, a 
with ſuch eircumſtances among the ſons of men, 


of angels, and for his own bliſsful preſence in .. 
world above. 8 5 1 

But has not my ſpirit been depreſſed hy a ſi ch 
conſtitution, and confined to a feeble engine of fle 
under daily diſorders? Have I not ſuſtained man 
ſorrows on this account, and waſted ſome years amo 
the infirmities of the body, and in painful idleneſs Rx 
Are there not ſeveral fouls favoured with a mor 
eaſy habitation, and yoked with a better partner 
Are they not accommodated with engines which ha 


Foo 11 
* 4% 


more health and vigour, and fituated in much mor 


1 repine at my lot; and murmur againſt my Cre: 
tor, becauſe he has made ſome hundreds happier th 
I; while 1 ſurvey whole nations, and millions 
mankind, that have not a thouſandth part of nv lit 
_ TI dare not complain, O my Gop, that I am ne 5 
one of the few who enjoy the higheſt pleaſures, a 1 
the maſt eaſy circumſtances on earth; but I hat 

mfinite reaſon to adore thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſ 
who haſt not ſuffered me to be one of the miſerabi 
millions l. a | | | 
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VI. THE PRAISE. OF GOD. MM 
W HAT js praiſe 4 | It is a part af that dividd F 


| worſhip which we owe to the power thi 
made us. It is an acknowledgment of the perfection 
of Gop,, aſcribing all excellencies to him, and con 
- 3 feſſiog 
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Wing all the works of nature and grace to proceed 


wm him. Now, when we apply ourſelves to this 
fork, and dreſs up our notions o 


a Gop in magnt- 


Pence of language, when we furniſh them out with 
Mining figures, and pronounce them in ſounding 
Pordse, we fancy ourſelves to ſay great things, and 


e even charmed with our own forms of praiſe : but, 


, 1 as! the higheſt and beſt of them, ſet in a true light, 


e but the feeble voice of a creature, ſpreading be · 


pre the Almighty Being that made him, ſome of his 


n low and little ideas, and telling him what he 


inks of the great Gov, and what Gop has done. 
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When the holy Pſalmit would expreſs his honour- 
ple thoughts of his Maker, they amount only to this, 


hou art good, and thou dog good, Plal. cxix. 68. How 
conſiderable an offering is this for a Gop ! and yet 


p condeſcending is his love, that he looks down, and 
well pleaſed to receive it. Let us meditate on this 


little, and learn how utterly unworthy our higheſt 


titempts of worſhip, and our moſt refined trains of 
am na praiſe, are of divine acceptance. 


1. We can tell Gop but a very little of r he is, 


r has dine. How ſmall a portion do we know! and 
how mean muſt our praiſe be! Now, to ſpeak of the 
Worth of another 6 


very poorly and imperfectly, 


22» ould be an affront among men; yet the great Gop 
"0 akes it well at our hands, when we labour to ſay 
hat we know of his greatneſs or his goodneſs. Our 
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pri ghteſt ideas of him eclipſe his glory, and our high- 
eſt language fink . 


the dignity of his na- 
urę: God is great, aud we know him not, ſob xxxvi. 


$26. he is exalted above our praiſes, Neh. ix. v. 


2. We can telf GoD nothing but what he knows 


nuch better himſelf, It is not to increaſe his know- 
ledge when we ſpread our own concerns before him in 


prayer ; | 
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22 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


prayer; for he knows what we are, What is our frame, 
what are our weakneſſes and our wants, far better 
than we' ourfelves are acquainted with them: much 
leſs when we proj/e him, can we preſume to know 
what Go is, or what he does, or tell him any thing 
that relates to himſelf, but what he knew eternally 
before us, and knows infinitely better than we do; 


we can add no new ideas to his mind, nor enlarge one 


of his own ideas. 


3. We can orly tel] Gon ible angels and 1% 4 


fouls tell him more of, and in a meh better manner 
And yet all that angels can ſay bears no proportion 
to what Gos is; for if it did, Gop were not inh- 
nite, Should a little emmet, that feels the ſun-beams 


lift up its head and ſay, O ſun, then art warm; @ 
_ creeping inſe& that knows nothing ot the nature, the 


lory, the wonderful properties, operations, and ef- 
feeds of this prodigious and aſtonifſing world of fire; 
nothing of its various and admirable motions, real or 
ſuppoſed, nothing of its vaſt circumference a and great. 
neſs; yet this deſpicable emmet gives praiſe to the fun | 
Much more than we can do to Go, much more than 
angels can do, more then all created nature can 3571 
becauſe there is ſome proportion between the pers 
of this creeping worm, and the glories of the ſun; they 
are both finite: but the glories of our COD are intl. 
nite; therefore no created praiſe 'bears any propor: 
Hoh. It is oniy the Godhead that can fullil its own 
praifes'; that voice that built the heavens and the earth 


"can tel] what Gp is, and what Gop has done. I 


*he pronounce a word, and create all thm: 25 by it, it 1 
only that worti-can pay him ſufficient praiſe 
How far then are our feeble and mean eflays of Wort 


| Thip from adding any thing to our Maker! A forry 


ant t git es Heat and Rory r to the Kn, hy telling it it is 
, * . | | War im 
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1 * 


„ k 

-ame, NPrarm, as much as all the acclamations of heaven and 

better Marth can add real glory to the bleſſed Gov. His eſ- 

much 4 ential perfections are uncapable of receiving the leaſt 

now rain of addition from all the thoughts and tongues 

thing 3 öl the intellectual world. His own idea of himſelf 1 is 

nally his nobleſt praiſe. 

> do; 1 How far are the moſt exalted praiſes we pay to 

e one God, below the danger of flattery ! Flattery exalts 
1 


| & thing beyond its nature and merit ; but no fellow- 
hajty xreatute would call himfelt flattered, ſhould we ſpeak 
ner: of him in ſo mean terms, and ſo much below this 
>rtion 
1nfi- 


3 


Fries of our Gov that our thoughts can reach to: 
nd yet, Plal. I. 23. Te that offereth prajſe, glovifes 


zeams I 
mm; a e. O divine condeſcenſion, that a Gop will eſteem 
>, the bur deſ picable praiſes ſome of his glories ! 


id ef- 3 

fire ; . 

5 vn. A MEDITATION FOR, THE FIRST 
ie ſan I e ny 


eth an 
1 do: 
rates 
they 


HAT aſtoniſhing variety of artifices, what in- 
nu merable millions of exquiſite works, is the 

Go / nature engaged in every moment! How glo- 

igt | ioully are his ee wiſdom and power em- 
opON. 1 loyed in this uſeful ſeaſon of the year, this ſpring of 
: n 5 pature! What infinite myriads of vegetable beings 
earth Is he forming this very moment, in their roots and 
„ t Pranches, in their leaves and bloſſoms, their ſeeds and 
it 1 ; Fruit! Some indeed begun to diſcover their bloom a- 
Wniclt the ſnows of Jaxuary, or under the rough cold 
 Wort- 
ſorry 

t it is 
warm, 


Piſned in April, and their ſeeds are now ripening to 
: Perfection. Others are ſhewing themſelves this day 


Worth, as we muſt do when we ſpeale the higheſt 


I Plaſts of March: thoſe flowers are withered and va- 


in, 
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in all their blooming pride and beauty; and while 
they adorn the gardens and meadows, with gay and 
glowing colours, they promiſe their fruits in 2 day; 
of harveſt. The whole nation of vegetables is under 
the divine care and culture; his hand forms them day i 
and night with admirable {kill and unceafing opera. 
tion, wo to the natures he firſt gave them, and 


uds and foliage, their flowery bloſſoms, | 


r 
ERA 
8 
3 
. 
Fl 
8 
bs 
Je 


theatre of divine wonders. What endleſs armies oi? 
animals is the hand of God moulding and figuring 
this moment throughout his brutal dominions! WA 
immenſe flights of little birds are now fermenting in 
the egg, heaving and growing towards ſhape and fie ” 
What vaſt flocks of four-footed creatures, what drove? 
of r cattle are now framed in their early embryo, 
impriſoned in the dark cells of nature! and other} 
rhaps are moving towards liberty, and juſt prepar 
ing to ſee the light. What unknown myriads of in 
ſeéts in their various cradles and neſting places ar 
now working towards vitality and motion! and thou 
ſands of them with their painted wings juſt beginning 


to unfurl, and expand themſelves into fluttering aue 


ny 
3 
by 


day-light ; while other families of them have forſake| 


+ 


W 


their huſky beds, and exult, and glitter in the wan 
Jun-beams. | . 
An exquiſite world of wonders is complicated eve 
zn the body of every little inſect, an ant, a gnat, 4 
ini te, that is ſcarce viſible to the naked eye. ow 5 
« | Tab; 


3 
3 
7 
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while . rable engines which a whole academy of philoſo- 


7 and phers could never contrive ; which the nation of poets 
0 bath neither art nor colours to deſcribe; nor oo a 
under world of mechanics {kill enough to frame the plaineſt, 
n day or coarſeſt of them. Their nerves, their muſcles, 
operd. and the minute atoms which compoſe the fluids fit to 

run in the little channels of their veins, eſcape the 


flom;, notice of the moſt ſagacious mathematician, with all 
ir pro. his aid of glaſſes. The active powers and curioſity of 
of the! human nature are limited in their purſuit, and muſt 
ſween be content to lie down in ignorance. ——Hiherto fhall ye 
T ge, and no further. | | | | 


It is a ſublime and conſtant triumph over all the 
intellectual powers of man, which the great Gop 
maintains every moment in theſe inimitable works of 
nature, in theſe impenetrable receſſes and myſteries of 
divine art ! And the month of May is the moſt ſhining 
ſeaſon of this triumph. The flags and banners of 
Almighty Wiſdom are now diſplayed round half the 
globe, and the other half waits the return of the ſun, 
to ſpread the ſame triumph over the Southern world. 
nbrycs This very ſun in the firmament is Gop's prime miniſter 
1 other 1n this wondrous world of beings, and he works with 
prepar{ werds, . on the ſurface of the earth, and 

in fpreads his influences deep under the clods to every root 
aces aug and fibre, moulding them into their proper forms, by 
ad thou divine direction. There is not a plant, nor a leaf, nor 
eginnin e one little branching thread, above, or beneath the 
ing au ground, that eſcapes the eye or influence of this bene 
for fake, ficent ſtar: an illuſtrious emblem of the omnipreſence 

u and univerſal activity of the Creator. : 

But has this all-wiſe Creator, this ſupreme Lord 
of all nature, no intellectual prime miniſter at all in 
theſe his dominions? Has he delegated all his powers 
to that bulky globe of "il Which we call the ſun, 

that 
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that inanimate and unthinking maſs of matter? Is 
this huge burning and ſenſeleſs body commiſſioned ty 


light or heat, and to animate every atom in the veye- 
table and animal kingdoms; and yet no intellectual 
being, no ſpirit ſo much a-kin to Gop, as to be ta- 
voured with the like extenſive vicegerency ? Though 
the light of reaſon does not tell his name, yet has not 


revelation informed us? Yes, ſurely ; there is a man 


after Gop's own heart, the faireſt image of the Creator, Be 


and neareſt a- kin to him, among all the works of his 
hands: there is a Man, and his name is Jeſus, who 
holds moſt intimate and perſonal union with the God- 
head, in whom all divine wiſdom dwells bodily, and 


to his care has the Father committed all the infinite Fa 
By him 8 Fc 
are all theſe wonders produced in the courſe of provi- 
dence, as by an under- agent in the kingdom of nature, 


varieties of the vegetable and animal worlds. 


Is not the government of heaven and earth put into his 
hands? Is he not made Lord of principalities and powers, 
of men, angels, and devils, and of all their works? And 
can we think that he has been denied the government 
of the lower parts of his Father's workmanſhip ? Does 
he not manage all things in the world of grace? Surely 
then we may infer, he rules as wiſely and as ſpaciouſly 7 
in the upper and lower regions of the creation, as an 
intellectual and conſcious inſtrument of the providence F* 
My Father wworketh hitherto, and 
I work, I and my Father are one. And every creature 


of his Father, Gop. 


which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard 


1 ſaying, Bleſſing and honour, aud glory and power 8 
to Line that fitteth upon the rhrone, and to the Lamb fir 1 


ever and ever, Amen, 
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CREATION. 


- who have taken, a ſurvey of the avi/dom of Cod in 
the works of nature; ſuch are the Reverend end pious 
Mr. Ray, in his treatiſe on that ſubject; Mr. Derbam, 
in his two volumes written on that divine theme; and 
the Archbiſhop of Cambray, in his demonſtration of 
the exiſtence of Gov. But I do not remember to have 
read in thoſe authors this one inſtance of the wide- 
= ſpreading diffuſion of divine goodneſs, through this 
lower world, viz. That the moſt univerſal and con- 
1& BE ſpicuous appearances, both of the earth and ſky, are 
him deſigned for the convenience, the profit, and plea- 
rOVI- PZ ſure of all the animal creation; all that we ſee above 
ature. PE us, and all beneath us, is ſuited to our nouriſhment or 
to his io our delight, _ | 
rio What is more neceflary for the ſupport of life, than 
And food? Behold the earth is covered with it all around; 
ment graſs, herbs, and fruits for beaſts and men, were or- 
Does dained to overſpread all the ſurface of the ground, ſo 
Surely that an animal could ſcarce wander any where, but his 
iouſly food was near him. Amazing proviſion for ſuch an 
AS an immenſe family! f 
dence BY What is more joyful than che It? Truly be light 
o, and ii faveet, ſays the wiſeſt of men, and a plegſumt thing it 
Feature i 1 behold the light of the un. See the whole circuit 
earth, of the heavens is repleniſhed with ſun-beams, ſo that 
heard while the day laſts, whereſoever the eve is placed, it 
ver ? be is ſurrounded with this enjoy ment: it drinks in the 
nb for eaſy and general bleſſing, and is thereby entertained 
„r With all the particular varieties of the creations It is 
VIII. nght conveys to our notice all the riches of the divine 
5 e workmanſhip; 


to um. DIVINE GOODNESS IN THE 


8 Four authors have been very entertaining to me, 
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jects it has to converſe with might not impair the ſpi- 
Tits, and make the ſenſe weary, 
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workmanſhip ; without it nature would be a huge and 
eternal blank, and her infinite beauties for ever un- 
known. | | 


Again, What are the ſweeteſt co{ours in nature, the 


moſt delightful to the eye, and moſt refreſhing too? 
_ Surely the green and the blue claim this pre-eminence, 


Common F > agg as well as philoſophy tells us, 
that bodies of blue and green colours ſend us ſuch rays 
of light to our eyes, as are leaſt hurtful or offenſive: 
we can endure them longeſt ; whereas the red and the 


abundance, and give greater confuſion and pain to the 
eye; they dazzle it ſooner, and tire it quickly with a 
little intent gazing; therefore the divine Goodneſs 
dreſſed all the heavens in blue, and the earth in green. 
Our habitation is overhung with a canopy of molt beau- 
tiful azure; and a rich verdant pavement is ſpread under 
our feet, that the eye may be pleaſed and eaſy where- 
ſoever it turns itſelf, and that the moſt untverſal ob- 


I. 
When Gop the new-made world ſarvey'd, 

His word pronounc'd the building good; 
Sun-beams and /ight the heavens array d, 

And the whole 1 was crown'd with od, 

[. . 
Colours that charm and eaſe the eye, 

His pencil ſpread all nature round; 
With pleaſing blue he arch'd the ſky, 
And a green * * the ground. 
Let envious Atheiſts ne er complain, 

hat nature wants, or ſkill, or care: 
But turn their eyes all round in vain, 


* avoid their Maker's goodneſs there, 
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and | PLS 8 

un- t 1x. THE SACRED CONCERT OF PRAISE, 
5 5 I. | 

ag l { 2 pretty birds, fly to this verdant ſhade, 

„ Here let our different notes in praiſe conſpire: 

+ was the ſame hand your painted pinions ſpread, 


That form'd my nobler powers to raiſe his honours 
higher, | IT | 


Fair ſongſters, come; beneath the ſacred grove _ 

We'll fit, and teach the woods our Maker's name: 

Men have forgot his works, his power, his love, 

Forgot the mighty arm that rear'd their wondrous 

frame. eee eee \ 
III. 


I ſearch the crowded court, the buſy ſtreet, 

Run through the villages, trace every road: 

In vain I ſearch; for every heart I meet 

Is laden with the world, 12 empty of its Gop. 
| 


How ſhall J bear with men to ſpend my days? 

Dear feather'd innocents, you pleaſe me beſt : 

My God has fram'd your voices for his praiſe, 

His high defigns are rag” So by your tuneful breaſt. 
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Sweet warblers, come; wake all your cheerful tongues, 
We join with angels and their heavenly choirs ; 

Our humble airs may imitate their ſongs, 

Tho” bolder are their notes, and purer are their fires. 


Had I ten thouſand hearts, my Gop, my Love; 
Had I ten thouſand voices all are thine : 

Where love enflames the ſoul, the lips muſt move, 
Nor ſhall the ſong be mortal where the theme's divine. 
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Th' eternal Gop ſurrounds us; yet we rove 


I'd tell them that they buy their joys too dear, 
And pay immortal ſouls for glittering duſt or fame. 


Almighty Power, break off theſe chains of ſenſe, 


a a gainful contrivance of the prieſts of nies ; 


30 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGH T's, 
x. THE WORLD A STRANGER TO GOD, 


4 . Beauty, everlaſting Love, 
N 1 our hearts, our thoughts, eſtrang'd from 


In chace of airy toys, and follow as they flee. 


Oh! could I ery, and make the nations hear, 
rom North to South my voice ſhould teach thy name: 


3 


III. 


Melt them away with love's celeſtial fire, 
Create the world anew ; let man commence 
A ſeraph here on earth, let man to Heaven aſpire, 


* * ” 4 


Lt — — - — 


AL PURGATORY. ſtand 


| Rome, to erect a building between heaven and of hi 
hell, where to diſpoſe of good Chriſtians after death, torm 
till they are e fit for heaven: This is Par- bis ſc 
gatory ; a place where the remaining vices of the dying angu 
man are purged out with fire: the torments of it are wort 
ſaid. to be equal to the torments of hell, and differ only  Rftate 
in duration. Thoſe ſouls for whom the prigſt is hire! or ag 
to ſay mo maſſes, are ſooneſt freed from the relics expir 
of iniquity, and get the ſpeedieſt releaſe.to the heavenly eyes. 
regions. Ibis fills the coffers of the clergy by the — 85 
| 0 
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of the dead: every one that leaves the world, takes ſome- 


a thing away from his friends and his heirs to TREO 


prayers for himſelf, and to ſhorten the anguiſh of his 
purification, Even that excellent man, the archbiſhop 
of Cambray, in his poſthumous book, called his Spiri- 


. tua Works, ſpeaks of the neceſſity of this purifying 
5 fire, for 801 


Chriſtians to burn out the remnant of 
ſelf- love, by teaching _ and entire rene 
nation of the will, and perfect contentment under 


- 


* 


But I cannot imagine how this doctrine ſhould be 


any temptation to men to become proſelytes to the 
church of Rome. One inftance of this kind, which 
I am going to relate, methinks ſhould affright per- 
FT ſons for ever from turning papitts. 


Promedom was bred in the proteſtant faith, but hav- 


ing a ſuperſtitious turn of mind, and being much im- 
= prefled by the diſcourſe of an uncle, who was a devour 
= catholic, he began to waver, and was inclined to 

change. He went lately to pay a viſit to this uncle on 
his death bed; where, after many croflings and anoint- 
in 
fi 
ſtanding all the devotions of his life, and the ceremo- 
nies at his laſt moments, yet, according to the doctrines 


f and holy charms, he ſaw the dying man continue 
Jin the utmoſt diſtreſs and horror; for, notwith- 


of his own church, he thought himſelf plunged into 


torments equal to hell: his fleſh was convulſed, and 
his ſoul confounded at the thoughts of ſuch immediate 
£2 anguiſh, - He ordered, in his will, five hundred pounds 
worth of maſſes, yet he was not aſſured whether the 
= Rate of his purgation would continue months, years, 
or ages, Amidit theſe agonies, Promedox ſaw his uncle 
expire, and performed the laſt kind office to cloſe his 


eyes. 


590 


In 


upon the croſs, put to death by the hand of juſtice 


* ments, coloured and ſoftened with another name??? 
Does not the word of Gop. give encouragement to- 
hope, that when ave, depart hence aue fall be auith 
* Chrif? that when I am az/cnt from the body I ſhall 


© be preſent with the Lord? And this is not only the 
© blefling of an apoſtle, but even a diſciple of CHiſt of 
© the lowett rank, and whoſe character could make no 
* pretence to merit, has the ſame, privilege. A thict 


for his cximes, and who, as ſome divines ſuppoſe, 


* the ſacred hiſtorians charge both the thieves with 


..+ reviling him:) ſuch a wretch, I ſay, who did not 8 thus « 
che 1 


« miſe 


© begin to repent till he began to die, has a pro- 


| 32 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
„ In his return home, he talked thus with himſelf: 2 
Wi What! Can the Pope promiſe no more tlian this? ; ou 
} .* Muſt a man, that is almoſt fit to be fainted, be ſent r 
1 to hell, for a ſeaſon, till the prieſts are well fee d t ae 
+ * ſay prayers enough to fetch him out of itt Is the | 55 
| .* mercy of Gop ſo limited, in the ep doctrine, © the 
5 and reduced to ſuch a ſcantling, as not to ſave us, & hi 
1 without ſome atonements of our own? Is not the . de 
Wa blood of the Redeemer ſufficient of itſelf to purchaſe Þ , bel 
Wy © our full pardon, but we muſt buy part of, it, with . if 
1 the anguiſh of our ſouls, after death? Cannot the 6k 
F bleſſed irit make his own ſanctifying work perfect, 1 
but the fire of purgatory muſt help to burn out our . be 
* fins? Has not CHRIS H promiſed me, in the Bible, 10 
« that if I am faithful till death, I ſhall receive @ can £ _ 
* of life and has the prieſt power to delay my crown, « ;... 
and keep me ſo long out of the poſſeſſion, till his. fr 
maſſes and prayers ſhall bring me into it? Is not all 
* the grace of the goſpel a ſufficient ſecurity againſt che 
* pains of hell, but after all my faith, and the labours 
of wy deyotion, I muſt be conſigned to helliſh tor- XII 
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had reviled our Saviour juſt before, (becauſe ſome of true ( 


Su! 
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ii ; = miſe from our bleſſed Lord, that he ſhould be a 
n * him in Paradiſe that very day, becauſe his repentance 
775 and faith were ſincere. And, according to theſe 
ut = © encouragements of the goſpel, have I not heard of 
line mam a wig! rn proteſtant dying upon the faith of 
e i the New Teſtament with joy, and good aſſurance of 
3 bis immediate entrance into bleſſedneſs? And are 
* 0 tmeſe terrors and agonies of ſpirit, which I juſt now 
of 2 © beheld, all the conſolation that the Prieſt of Rome 
Wy will allow to fo religious and devout a man as my 
ry uncle was ? | | 

r — - , Farewel ; farewel, ye deceivers: my Bible thall 
zible be my only guide; and the grace of Gop for ever 
o © preſerve me in that religion which puts ſo much ho- 
67 BY © nour on the ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour, as to 
owns BY © ſecure heaven to a good man as ſoon as he departs 
ill his = * from earth.“ | 

ot all 

{t the 

bours TRI 


x. tor- 
lame??? 
a 1 F I were an idolater, and would build a temple 
- all for the Sun, I ſhould make the whole fabric to 
ly the 7 conſiſt of glafs; the walls and roof of jt ſhould be 
rift of 2 all over tranſparent, and it ſhould need no other win- 
ke no Aus. Thus I might every where behold the glory 
bios ot che Go I worthip, and feel his heat, and rejoices 
ipſtice Hin his light, and partake of the vital influences of that 
e 0 illuſtrious ſtar in every part of his temple. But may 
me of not this happineſs be obtained without forſaking the 
ich 1: God, or falling off to idolatry? © » 
i nor! Surely the bleſſed ordinances of Chriſtianity are 
3 5 = thus contrived and deſigned. Such are baptiſm and 
4 wile che. Lord's-ſupper, . praying, and 3 th 
| 5 7. 


XII. THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN. | 
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dy. Theſe inſtitutions of worſhip are choſen and ap- ill 
pointed with ſuch divine wiſdom, that they repreſent this 
to us the glory of the ſeveral perfections 1 our Gop, or c 
in his works of nature and grace, and tranſmit the 8 
beams of his power and love to enliven and to com- whe 


fort our dark and drooping ſpirits, When we are 
| brought, as it were, by his ſpirit, into his courts, the 
500 of the Lord will fill the houſe, and we ſhall Hear 
um ſpeak to our fouls, The Sun of righteouſneſs will 
ine into our hearts: All the powers of our nature 
will rejoice in the light of his Majeſty, and under the 
rays of his mercy, We frequent his ſanctuary with 
delight, 20 behold the beauty of the Lord there, to feel 
the warm ſhines of divine goodneſs, and partake of 
his promiſed ſalvation, Eack. xliii. 5, 6. Pfal. xxvii. 
4. and Ixiii. 2. But, to carry the ſimilitude yet fur- 
ther, Works 
Suppoſe, when we had finiſhed this Heathen tem- 
ple, and baſked there with pleaſure, under the rays 
of my bright idol, ſome fanciful and ingenious pain- 
ter ſhould attempt to cover the building all round 
with his own ornaments ; ſuppoſe Raphael himſelf 
ſhould uſe his pencil with exquifite art, and with 
mingled colours and images, of rich variety and beau- 
ty, overſpread all the walls, the doors and the tranſ- 
arent roof of it ; how would this ſeclude the Sun's 
beſt influences, and ſhut this idol deity out of his 
own temple? Now, though the image of the Sun 
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ſhould be drawn there ten thouſand times over in 
lines of gold, with a pretence to repreſent him in all 
bis wondrous effects, yet every line will forbid the 
entrance of a ſun-beam, and the worſhipper within 
muſt dwell in twilight, or perhaps adore in darkneſs; 
he muſt Tofe the true ſight of his planetary Gop, and 
the benefit of his cheering beams, Not the 2 75 . 
| | 


_ 
- > . 
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; an PROSE AND VERSE. 35 
ap- ill of a Zenn or Apelles, beautifyi | 
ſent this fabric, could —_ ſupply the ane 4 
oD, or compenſate the loſs of light and heat. we 
the 5 Such are the rites and ceremonies of human wiſdom 
ow 1 when, they are contrived as ornaments to divine ar 
5 0 ſhip. A ſacred inſtitution, mingled with the Jeices 
ho ” of men, is, in truth, nothing elſe but glaſs, darkened 
4 = avith the colours of a painter, laid thick upon it.— 
WI Theſe inventions may appear to the fancy, not only 


2 4 grave and ee but artful and honourable too: 
on 1} ey may preten aſſiſtance to the devout worſhipper 
and glory to Gop himſelf ; but in reality tl 1 

or 5 clude him from his own temple, n 25 ö 
. 5 ſhew 1 ae idol in the ſtead of him, for N 
— = can effectua ly repreſent GoD, but his own pure ap- 
pointments 3 and ſo far as the ornaments prevail Gn 

tem. eee they prevent all the kind in- 
. 4 Gy od 5 power and grace; for he vouchſafes to 
"arch F: by mit the $20 other way, but through his own in- 
round 2 1g N hen the church of Rome honours God 
mſell I vy thre hold,” and her prieſts /et wp their thre/bolds b 
in 72 t ia ds, ſaith the Lord, and their poſts by my Jo, 
beau. -y have even deſiled my holy name by their abomina- 


4 tions; A nd in vain do s f 
tranſ- do they worſhip me, teaching for doc- 


= trines the commandments of . 
9 $0 . MEN» Ha. XXI 
Sun 5 = pared with Matth. xv. 8, 9, and Ezek 3 
of his „ Jo © zek. xliii. 8. 
e Sun | l TIDE CR 
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36 MISCELLANEOUS THOUG HTS, 


XIII. ＋ _ - MIDN 1GHT ELEVATION. 


70 12 ; 
Tow reigns the Ahe in lei fublimeſt n Hides; 
Nature lies huſh'd; the ſtars their watches keep; 
J wait thy influence, gentle fleep ; 
Come, ſhed thy choiceſt poppies Jown 


On every ſenſe, ſweet ſlumbers feal my eyes, 
Tir'd wich cheſe {ceties of day, with painted vanities 
| II. 


7 
. 


12 vain I wiſh, in vain T try 
To cloſe my eyes, and learn to die; 


| Sweet ſlumbers from my reſtleſs pillow fly : | 


Then be my thoughts ſerene as day, 
Be ſprightly as the _—_— 

Swift as the ſun's far-ſhooting rays 
And take a vigorous flight: 


Swift fly, my ſoul, tranſcend theſe duſcy ſkies, 


And trace the vital world that lies - [night. | 
Neha thoſe Tn, fires that sil and cheer the 


There Jzsvs reigns, a name 1 
The ſecond on the throne ſupreme 2 
In whoſe: myſterious form combine 
Created glories and divine: 
The joy and wonder of the realms above: 
At his command all their wing'd ſquadrons move, 


Burn with his fire, and triumph in his love. 
| IV. 


There fouls relef! d from earth $, dark 780 f lives, 
My Key olds there, with Howe and Beyle are found; 


Not time nor nature could cheir genius bound, 

And now they foar, and now they dive 
In that unlimitable deep WOT thought itſelf is drown'd. 
1 2 They : 
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I PROSE ano VERSE, 37 
They aid the ſeraphs while they ſing, 
+ Gow is their unexhauſted theme; 
Lig it life, and joy from that imm rtal ſpring 
O Ero the bleſſed millions with an endleſs MY 
Amazing ſtate! Divine abode ! I Soo. 
Where ſpirits find their 2 23 while they are Tt | in 


„ . £57 
2 


3 


367, 


Hail, hol ſouls, no more confin'd 
To limbs and bones that clog the mind, 
[T8 have eſcap' d the ſnares, and left the chaing behind. 
We wretched priſoners here below, 
What do we ſee, or learn, or know, 


8 But ſcenes of various folly, guilt, and woe? 
Life's buzzing ſounds and flatt'ring colours tay | 
3 Round our fond ſenſe, and waſte the thy. 
Enchant the fancy, vex the labouring foul ; 


. Each riſing ſun, each lightſome hour, 


Beholds the buſy ſlavery we endure; 
Nor is our freedom full, or contemplation pure, 
When night and ſacred filence overſpread the _ b 


Il Reynolds, chou lte acetjded mind, 

5 Empley'd in various thoughts and tuneful ſong, 
. What happy moment ſhall my Poul unbind, 
And bid me join th' harmonious throng 3 

= Oh for a wing to riſe to thee! 


. When ſhall my eyes theſe heavenly wonders ſee ? 


3 When ſhall 1 taſte thoſe comforts with an ear xr ref df 
5 I 


Roll on apace, ye ſpheres ſublime, | 
en drive the chatiot round, illuſtrious moon; 3 
Flaſte, all ye twinkling thedfarers of time, 

3 Ve can 't fulfil your courſe too ſoon. 
Kindle, my languid powers, celeſtial love, 
Foint all my paſſions to the courts above, 
Then ſend the convoy down to guard my laſt E 
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"There all is calm as might, yet all immortal day, 


of ſuperior worth, and paid a nobler teſtimony to | 


33 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


| VIII. | 
Thrice happy world, where gilded toys _ {joys! 
No more diſturb our thoughts, no more pollute ou; 
There light and ſhade ſucceed no more by turns, 
There reigns th' eternal ſun with an unclouded ray, 
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And truth for ever ſhines, and love for ever burns, 
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XIV. THE HONOURABLE MAGISTRATE. 


4; 


but had ſo much ill humour in his make, that he 
could ſpeak well of nobody: Yet there once hap- 
ned an incident in converſation, that betrayed him; 
and even while he was practiſing his own malicious | 
temper, he was ſurpriſed into the acknowledgement 


virtue, 73 | PEEK 0s 1 
EO I The flory was thi, © = 
A friend of mine had drawn up a character of an 

excellent magiſtrate, where, among other admirable 

qualifications, theſe were inſerted, _ 

—— He never aimed at ſuperiority over his neigh- | 

* bours, though. by the bounty of providence he 

7 eu richer than 3 ; he had the univerſal reſpet | 

due to goodneſs, long before he was made great; 

and when his fellow-citizens yoted him into power 
and honour, he ſuryeyed the province with a. juit 
reluctance, and ſhrunk away from grandeur ;/ nor 
could any thing overcome his ſincere averſion, but 


* a ſenſe of duty, and hopes of public ſervice, 
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He paſſed through the chief offices of the city, and 
left a luſtre upon them by the practice of ſuch vir- 
tue and ſuch piety as the chair of honour has ſel- 
dom known : thoſe who have attended that court, 
ſince the year of his magiſtracy, ſearch the regiſter 
& backward for twenty annual ſucceſſions, and confeſs 
he has had no rival. 
While he ſtood in that eminence, he ſurveyed the 
whole nation, took ajuſt view of its wants and its dan- 
gers; and by the divine bleſſing (which his daily re- 
ATF, KT tirements engaged on his fide) he ſecured the nation's 
beſt intereſt, the excluſion of a child of Rome from 
the throne of Exgland, and the ſucceſſion of a pro- 
teſtant government, At the. appointed ſeaſon he 
== reſigned, with 5 the fatigues of power, the 
him; ME tireſome hour of ſtate, and the tedious train of pomp 
icious ! and equipage; but he daily fulfils the duties of 
ement ! ſubordinate authority, to the terror of vice, to the 
ny to ſupport of the good, and to the reformation of a 
= ſinful land. He vindicates the poor with courage, 
againſt the oppreſſion of the mighty, and ſends gay 
of an criminals to the place of correction: he puts the rich 
lirable offenders to public ſhame, as well as the poor, and 
I he doth it with a noble ſecurity of ſoul : ſo ſpotleſs a 
character fears no recriminations. f 
When the days of public ſhew and proceſſion re- 
turn, he hides himſelf often at his country-ſeat, and 
makes every trifling obſtacle a ſufficient excuſe for 
his abſence from honours, ſcarlet and gold: But 
none ſo zealous and conſtant in their attendance on 
the hours of buſineſs; and, at the honourable board, 
„ nor! there was no ſeat empty ſo ſeldom as his. Neither 
n. but! gain nor diverſien can tempt him aſide, when the 
l duty of his poſt requires his preſence, and the 
„He public weal demands his counſels. His ms 
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40 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
his eaſe, and his eſtate are at the call of his and. 
country ; his life lies ready too for the ſame ſervice; MF own. 

but his nation gives thanks to providence that has little 
not demanded the precious ſacrifice. Wbe 

Hie has no lors dig dimenſions, nor lofty advan. 

tages of ſtature, whence he might look down upon pf my 

the multitude, and command them into reverence ; er. 8 

but ſuch unblemiſhed virtue has grandeur and ma- {Excelle: 
jeſty in it, that it ſpreads fear and reſpeR around, gether, 

When he goes at to the gate through the city, he nei- herefo 

ther wears nor needs the enſigns of honour about Ponfeſſt 
him, nor attendants follow him ix the freer; the vain put the 

young men fee him, and hide themſelves 5 the aged ariſe [avi 
and ſtand up. When the ear hears him, then it bl:jed NRents p 
him; the eye that fees him gives witneſs to him; be- You! 
cauſe he has delivered the diſtreſſed foul that cried, be ha: ſuch 
relieved the farberliſt, and him that had none to help, The On 
bleſfrug of theſe that are ready to periſh comes daily upon Cop 

Him, and he cauſes the wideww's heart to ſing or jo. Albin 
He is a father io the poor, and the cauſe whici be know: You 

not he ſearches out, He breaks the jaws of the wicked, 4 

and plucks the ſpoil 0247 of their teeth 5 Job xxix. : 

Ahe vileſt wretches of the earth cannot but love 

the man, while they hate the reforming magiſtrate, 

Not the united malice of his worſt enemies can fd 

any eccaſion againſt bim, but concerning the law of God; 

and were 1t not upon that account, he would have no 
enemies at all. [35k 

* 'The world wonders and enquires, whence all theſe 

accompliſbments! How did this man arrive at this 

true greatneſs, and all theſe uncommon excellencies! | 

Thoſe who are his intimates know the ſpring of 

tbem. He makes the word of Gop his daily coun- | 

ſellers, and he ſeeks directions from heaven in all 
his affairs on earth: he reads the examples of on 
| © an 


Ss, m PROSE AN VERSE. ar 
nis and 76 in his bible, and joins. them together in his 
vice; ¶ own practice; for he thinks one of them alone too 


=—_ .. mY 
t ha; little for a Chriſtian..“. 


ES When I had read this in a room where vide was 
preſent, one of the company commended the ingenuity 


pf my friend in drawing up ſo fair, ſo divine a charac- 


dvan- 


— er. Some of them gave it as their opinion, that the 
ma. excellencies and good qualities were ſet too thick to- 
ound. ether, and that there was no ſuch perſon in nature, 
nei. Therefore it muſt be the mere work of fancy: they 
about Ponfeſſed it was well imagined, it was a fine picture, 
e vain put there was no ſuch original.—— 


. 121 
Invido had no longer patience to hear ſuch compli- 


[ ariſe # ; : I = 
ents paſſed on the writer; but, with his uſual eagerneſs, 


bleſſed 7 


„; be. Tour friend, ſaid he, was never capable of compoſing 
ge ha, fuch a piece; there is not a line of it owing to his 


. The YE own invention, for the whole character is a mere 
y on copy. ot his friend of yours has lived ſome years in 
V joys BY Alvinus's tamily, and has only ſtole his picture.“ 
nene: You. are much in the right, Ixvido; it was fo de- 
vicked, igned; and I am glad the features are ſo very well 
ERouched, and the likeneſs ſo finely preſeryed, that a 
t love (nan of your temper ſhould conſent to know the 2 
irate, would name the original, and confeſs the likeneſs. 
'n find 1 Happy Albinus, and favoured of heaven beyond 
the common rate even of the beſt of men, when envy 


God; . e: : N 
5 elf is conſtrained to pay public honours to his merit, 
| theſe mg _— 


at this U SEO 0 CITES: POE TENT ETAL 
ncies! XV. 4 LESSON OF HUMILITY. 
ing of 1 N 
8 ow vain a thing is man! How ready to be 
in all puffed up with every breath of applauſe, and 
Dani e forget that he is a creature, and a finner | He that 
_ vs | "..- Om 


* and 


42 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


can bear to be ſurrounded with approbations and ho. 
nours, and yet keep the ſame air and countenance, 
without ſwelling a little at heart, hath paſſed an hou 
of temptation, and come off conqueror. As the fing. 
pot for filver, and the furnace for gold, fo is a man to þ 1 
praiſe, Prov. xxvii. 21. 1 05 py 
Endoxus is a gentleman of exalted virtue, and un. 
ſtained reputation: every ſoul that knows him, ſpeak 
well of him; he is ſo much honoured, and ſo well be. 
loved in his nation, that he muſt flee his country if 
would avoid praiſes, So ſenſible is he of the ſec 
ride that has tainted human nature, that he hola f 
Fimfelf in perpetual danger, and maintains an ever. 
laſting watch. He behaves now with the ſame mo.! 
deſty as when he was unknown and obſcure. He re. 
ceives the acclamations of the world with ſuch a 
humble mien! and with ſuch an indifference of ſpiii very 
that is truly admirable and divine. It is a lovely pat. Petite; 
tern, but the imitation is not eafy, oy hi 
I 1 took the freedom one day to aſk him, how he ac. uſtenar 
quired this wonderful humility, or whether he was bon Pear ot 
with no pride about him? * Ah! no, (faid he, win Pands; 
L ach, ſigh) ; I feel the working poiſon, but 1 keep he 
my antidote at hand; when my friends tell me oi er W. 
many good qualities and talents, I have learned uch i 
from St. Paul to fay, hat have I that I have One 
received ? My own conſcioufnefs of many follie ppen 
and fins conſtrains me to add, What have I that I glanc 
have not mi/improved ? And then reafon and religion t life, 


* 

join together to ſuppreſs my vanity, and teach me n= bei 
: 

5 


js mea 
romiſe 


the proper language of a creature and a ſinner; He aſp 
| | led w 
Ihe art 
4 nd he 
ace b 


X . ; J 


then bade I to glory in? 


* 
= + A kt + 7% 
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XIV. THE WASTE OF LIFE. 


* : A NERGUS was a young gentleman of a good 


eſtate ; he was bred to no buſineſs, and could 


ot contrive how to waſte his hours agreeably ; he 
ad no reliſh for any of the proper works of life, nor 


y taſte at all for the improvements of the mind ; he 


ent generally ten hours of the four and twenty in 
is bed; he dozed away two or three more on his 
Puch, and as many were diſſolved in good liquor every 


ening, if he met with company of his own humour. 


Jive or fix of the reſt ' he ſauntered away, with much 

Emndolence: The chief buſineſs of them was to contrive 
o meals, and to feed his fancy before-hand with the 
\{gromiſe of a dinner and a ſupper ; not that he was 


very great a glutton, or ſo entirely devoted to ap- 
tite; but chiefly becauſe he knew not how to em- 


[Sloy his thoughts better, he let them rove about the 
ſyſtenance of his body. Thus he had made a ſhift to 


as bon 


o 


e, with 


I keeyf 


? 
me of £ 
learned 


follie 


eligion 


bet. 
ach mM 
© 


; M 


year off ten years ſince the paternal eſtate fell into his | 
ands ; and yet, according to the abuſe of words in our 
lay, he was called a man of virtue, becauſe he ſcarce 


nuch inclined to lewdneſs. | 
One evening as he was muſing alone, his thoughts 


Frer was known to be quite drunk, nor was his nature 


Pappened to take a moſt unuſual, turn, for they caſt 
I that IR glance backward, and began to reflect on his manner 


pf life. He bethought himſelf what a number of liv- 


ng beings had been made a ſacrifice to ſupport his 
arcale, and how much corn and wine had been min- 


led with thoſe 0 
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44 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
Above a dozen of feathered creatures, ſmall ani 


— 


1 
1 


« great, have, one week with another, ſaid he, give 
* up their lives to prolong mine, which, in ten yeanM 
© time, amounts to at leaſt ſix thouſand, | 
8 1 ſheep have been facrificed in a year, with 

half a hecatomb of black cattle, that I might hart 
the choiceſt part offered weekly upon my table. Thy 
a thouſand beaſts out of the flock and the herd har 
been ſlain, in ten years time, to feed me, beſides whit 
the "foreſt and the park have ſupphed me with, 
Many hundreds of fiſhes have, in Af their varieties 


< 
& 
* 


35 


* 
2 


. 


a2 9 « „ „ 


fry as many thouſands. 


* 


„a a 


enough for a month's proviſion, and this ariſes ſm 
above ſixſcore buſhels; and many hogſheads of al: 
wine, and other liquors, have paſſed through th 
body of mine, this wretched ſtrainer of meat an 
„/ OS "i 
And what have I done all this time for Gov oi 
mas; What a vaſt profuſion of good things up 
an uſeleſs life, and a worthleſs liver? There is nM 
the meaneſt creature among all theſe, which I bar 
devoured, but hath anfwered the end of its creatio 
better than I. It was made to aer human mg 
ture, and it hath done ſo. Every ſhrimp and oyſter 
have eaten, and every grain of corn | have devourd| 
hath filled up its place, in the rank of beings, wit 
more propriety and honour than I have done: (| 
* ſhamelal waſte of life and time ?* e | 
In ſhort, he carried on his moral reflections with iſ 
juſt and ſevere a force of reaſon, as conſtrained hin 
to =D. J his whole courſe of life, to break off li 
follies at once, and to apply himſelf to gain ſome uſt 
ful knowledge, when he was more than thirty yen 


Cl 


been robbed of life for my repaſt, and of the ſmall E | 


A meaſure of corn would hardly afford fine flow 


ES | 7 4 ge 8 
=D Cer « 
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"Sv, 28 
ua 20: he lived many following years, with the cha- 
| *. aer of a worthy man, and an excellent Chriſtian; 


„ee performed the kind offices of a good neighbour at 
ven ome, and made a ſhining figure as a patriot in the 
Snate-houſe ; he died with a peaceful conſcience in 
e faith and hope of the goſpel, and the tears of his 

Th Vontry were dropped upon his tomb. ; 
| J 85 be world, that knew the whole ſeries of his life, 


_ ood amazed at the mighty change: they beheld him, 
_— =. wonder of reformation, while he himſelf confeſſed 
riet d adored the divine power and mercy, which had 
ſmall ans formed him from a brute to a man. 1 

male But this was a fingle inftance; and we may almoſt 


ge goul feature to write MIRACLE upon it. Are there not 
rie ge numbers of both ſexes among our young gentry, 
0 d among the families of quality, in a degenerate age, 
oh in Fioſe lives thus run to utter waſte, without tle leaſt 
>: nf 2ndency to uſefulneſs and reformation, and with a 
I Torn of all repentance? i 

gp When I meet with perſons of ſuch a worthleſs cha- 
n upd Eater as this, it brings to my mind ſome ſcraps of 
re is of. 
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Nos numerus ſumus, & fruges conſumere nati. 
— Alcinoigue juventus 


rd 1 . Cui pulehrum oct in medios . dies, &c. 
evoural PARAPHRASE, 
19S, Wi wks | 


done: = There are a number of us creep 

« with Into this world, to eat and ſleep ; 

ned hun And know no reaſon why they re born, 
K. off = But merely to conſume the corn, 

me ul Devour the cattle, fowl, and fiſh, 

50 And leave behind an empty diſn: 


rty * The 


#:; 5. 5 
4h }t 
1 55h 
11 
"1 
1: 
on: 
bi a 
* 
. 1 
1 : 
FBI 
N 
"Ft 4 | 
= ie 
bl wr £445, 
*- . 
. : 
| i 1 ©. 
vey n 
ms 
4 ih 1 
4 72.1 TRE 
þ "1 ' Tr 
4, 4 A 1 
bn ! 1 
} % 
Rn 
MEN 
43; jt? . 
69 Mn 
{ l 19 
N. ee 
N 1 x35 * 
ld ; 6 RW 
+ 12 1 
9 1 N * 6 
1 Na . 44 
iet, 4 
r 
F 1 J 1 
DN" 2 144 3 5 
pf 7 ant 8 
8 "2 © 
4 - . 
IE | 1 ! 
; 7+ 4' 0 : 
a eee 
1 : . 
4 15. 1 . 
/ 
l 198 + 
FTW £. 0 
W; + N. 1 
F 
Wa 1G 4 
J Ey vt 1 
R ' 
WS 12 
Eb 7 
r 
i "138" 5 
Þ 3s I 
. F * 
'F N ö 
17% A In 
1618 » Fo 
ien 
Ko . 
g \ 2 9 7 
y 47 9441 . 
Me 
£7 ah! 1 
74 i 
75 11 t : 
i # 1 5 
Nass 4 
10 p87: 1 
+3 : . 
BREAST! 
10 4 þ 
1 195 Mt 
A . 
'N $ 0947 547 
74 84 0 
r 
it ee £ 
\ $4: 
i 
* 5 " 
IS CRY - 
THE 4 18 
1199 2 # 
* ©. 1414 
BS! JH IH 
9 214 116 * 
. 1 C1 be tf 
te x 
\ + MM 
1 - 6 4 * 
i" g i 
THER $f ITT 
5 % fy 
L 1, Wy 
U 115 F. 38 
Fl 15 i 4 
. in 
eine. 
: 
\ 
48 Mae 
1 „ | 
LARS FTE 0 
N Wt 010945 4 
v $44.48 
18 4. 
> Wh l { 
4 { i 
£! 190! 
4 TT, 
17 
1 1774 
2 N 6 * 
+ N 
46180 
41 ＋ 4 
+0 (2087 
4 0 N 
CET | 
[5 1 b, 
T3, 7.17 
+. 
ts 4 75 
8 54 
q N. 
1 el 4 
HR 1 
Et 
4 U 
$3.18 , 
(ati E 
ie 
* 
1 
WN 
17 
en 
N 
, 8; 
* 9 
e 
1 
100017290 
* 
| ' 
Na 
1 
uit 
N. 
AI 
i 
98 "It 
19.7 
165 
1 


— 
— 


—. 


U — 23 —_ — — — 
8 — ut 
nem rms —- n= 


- — 
Ine By nr — * — 2 — — 
P oe oe ae SS — IF" 
A * — 3 mY * rr — 8 


——— — I 4 


parent poder... 


—— 
— 


TI 

8 "ITN 
=. up aR= 
— whuwů 
— 


— 
: 
— 


— 


er r : 9 
—————— DE RESIST. > 
— — -* —— — — — 
— — —— 
— — DIES 
—— — - — 
= = . — = -; 
— — — —.— 
— . ——— 


—.— — ** — 0" 1 —— 
. — — —— —— - A 2 e 9. hy: tg tx 3 
I rem —enetn 4 or — ———̃— z - p s - 

= - 5 — on * — - 


— ͤ—R—à—ͤ— — 
— . —— —— 
— — 


Ravens or crows might fill their place, 
And ſwallow corn and carcaſes. 


There are other fragments of that Heathen po, 
which occur on ſuch occaſions, one in the firſt of H 
Satires, the other in the laſt of his Epiſtles, which ſcealf 
to repreſent life only as a ſeaſon of luxury, 


Horace would ſay, if he were by, 


MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


The crows and ravens do the ſame, 
Unlucky birds of hateful name ; 


Then, if their torflb-ſtone, when they die, 
Ben't taught to flatter and to lie, + 
There's nothing better will be ſaid, 13 
Than that, T h-y*we eat xp all their bread, 
Drank up their drink, and gone to bed. 12 


—Exactto contentus tempore vitæ 
Cedat uti conviva ſatur. 
Lnfifti ſatis, ediſti ſatis atque bibiſti; 


Jempus abire tibi. 


Which may be thus put into Engliſs: 
Life's but a feaſt ; and when we die, 


Friend, thou haſt eat and drank enough, 
"Tis time now to be marching off: 
Then like a well-fed gueſt depart, 
With cheerful looks, and caſe at heart; 
Bid all your friends good-night, and ſay, 
You've done the buſineſs of the day. 


REFLECTION. 


Deluded fouls ! That ſacrifice 
Eternal hopes above the ſkies, Ws very 
And pour their lives out all in waſte, | 1 perſtiti 
Jo the vile idol of their taſte ! 5 


— 


I PROSE AND VERSE. 47 
The higheſt heaven of their purſuit 
Is to live equal with the hrute: 
Happy, if they could die as well; 
Without a judge, without a hell. 


uu. THE TABLE BLESSED. 

| 0 OW do we upbraid and condemn the Romiſh 
en pot 1 Qeelergy for pretending to conſecrate the wafer for 
a of hi T | the people, by muttering a few Latin words over 


ich ſeed which they cannot underſtand! While we abhor 


75 


We idolatry of the maſs, yet we cannot help ſmiling at 
Me filly ſuperſtition, and pity the ignorance of the 
Wultitude : they believe the bread ſufficiently conſe- 
Wated for them, to all the purpoſes of their ſalvation, 
Wough they never joined with the prieſt in attending 
the words of bleſſing: nor indeed was it poſſible 
t ey ſhould have their hearts engaged in that part of 
e worſhip, becauſe it was performed in an unknown 
F@ngue, Who is there among us, that does not blame 
and reprove ſo abſurd a practice? And yet we imitate 
e ſame folly daily, and think ourſelves unconcerned 
che reproof. | 


1 
1 


* Formulo ſays grace conſtantly at a plentiful table, 
Wt he hurries over his words as a ſchool-boy does his 
Mon, and he whiſpers in ſo low a voice, as though 
were muttering ſome ſecret charm to conſecrate the 
Wiles, Does he think it ſufficient if the words may be 
Fard in heaven, while the company in the room know 
Wtle of the matter, and the vickeſt ears can diſtinguiſh 
more than a few broken {yllables ? Yet I have heard 
Dis very man maintain a fine argument againſt Popy/5 
Wperſtition and the Latin liturgy : J have * 
5 | alert, 
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aſſert, with very good reaſon, that no part of 1M 
bread is ſanRified to the people, at the holy ſacrameM 
by the commumon-ſervice, where the hearts of 1M 
communicants are abſent, and never join with H 
church in her prayers: then, why will not Vorm H 
his friends at the table join with him in his Graces? ! 


* Wh 
wonder that the family and their gueſts ſtare abo Fe 
thoughtleſs, and fit down to their food without the cor 
bleſſing, when the lips that pronounce it do not ſufi till wi 
the bleſſing to reach their ears. But chaplains are nM The 
the only perſons culpable in this matter, nor are Ms. ons 
always to blame, er ſnt 

Aſebion, a gay gentleman of one and twenty, M Ployed 
preſent at a table, where Gov is addreſſed in a mH elf in 


religious manner, and with a devout and becoming 


make | 


lemnity. He fits down and eats heartily ; he dei Afte 
not but the food is ſufficiently bleſſed to his uſe, thou /ayir 
he never raiſed his thoughts towards heaven, nor Whe con 
tended at all while the good man, Serenut, perform edged, 
his office. A/ebion was buſy in the diſpoſal of his\Wicular 
and ſword, and ſurveying all the faces in the compahit of b 
while the bleſſing of Heaven was ſought on the foot wine 
His ſiſter, Aſebina, a pert young creature of fiſt:Whke 3 
was obſerved to employ that minute in drawing of Wſelves, 
gloves, * her dreſs, giving herſelf airs, Mimer + 
preparing for her ſeat. At the ſame time there waMcient t 
the table, a pious and elder lady, a near relatio ences t. 
theirs, who, with grief, obſerved the careleſs consent up 
of her niece and nephew; and being ſeated next M oſe in 
Aſebina, ſhe had the opportunity to whiſper a ofMWown te 
tle admonition, How can you expect, niec vas his « 
bleſſing on your meat, who did not ſo much know 
* up a thought to God to aik for it!“ A4/ebina rei; an 
aloud, with an air of aſſured ignorance, * I Kk. t ns a. 


_ © chaplain did that for us all; and thus ſhe affect, 4/444, 
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"4 


of th . jet all the company know, that ſhe received a ſecr 


amen {Wreproof, and deſpiſed the reprover. Should it be 
of granted here, that the admonition was a little ill-timed ; 


1th pet, it is certain, the reply was not a little inſolent, 


mulo\Wnor a little irreligious. 


des! N . 


While we were eating, one of the gueſts diverted the 
e abo table with no improper amuſements; he entertained 
thout ¶ the company with agreeable and facetious diſcourſe, but 
ot ſufetill within the rules of religion and decency, 
5 are ny The diſhes being withdrawn, and the table uncovered, 
are .nu ſtood up to conclude his office; Aſebina opened 
er ſnuff-box, and regaled her noſe; but Aſebion em- 
Pployed himſelf with his tooth-pick, and then ſet him- 


nty, u 


n a moelt in an attitude to wait for the Auen, that he might 
ming \WWnake his honours gracefully to all the table. 

1e deu After dinner the converſation turned upon the ſubject 
e, thoubf /aying grace before and after nat. When ſeveral of 
„ no! the company had given their thoughts, S:rexzs acknowe 
perforMedgoed, it was not neceſſary to offer a ſolemn and par- 
of 115 icular petition to Heaven, on the occaſion of every 
compuWit of bread that we taſted, or when we drank a glaſs 
the foo f wine with a friend; nor was it expected, we ſhould 
of filtWnake a ſocial prayer when perſons, each for them- 
ing off elves, took a flight repaſt, in a running manner; 
ais, Iicher the general morning devotion is ſuppoſed ſuf- 
1ere valWcient to recommend ſuch tranſient actions and occur- 
relat101 Fences to the divine blefling, or a ſudden ſecret wiſh, 
eſs confent up to heaven in filence, might anſwer fuch a pur- 
next 2WWoſe in the Chripian life: but when a whole family ſits 
Per a own together, to make a regular and ſtated meal, it 
, nie s his opinion, that the great Gop ſhould be ſolemnly 
nuch 4 BWcknowledged as the giver of all good things we en- 


ina ref; and the practice of our Saviour and St. Paul had 

I knov Wet ns an illuſtrious example. 

e affect 4/cbi0n had not yet arrived at ſuch impiety, as to 
i N pronounce 
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pronounce it a fooliſh and ſenſeleſs cuſtom : but he 
declared his ſentiments with freedom, that © we might 
all ſhare enough in the grace that was ſaid for a din. 
* ner, without putting on ſuch a demure countenance, 
and ſuch grave airs, as if we were at church in the . 
£ mid{t of divine ſervice,” | | 3 derot 
Profane and fooliſh ſpeech! but it is hard to ſay, WM. vets 
whether more fooliſh or profane, 4 indul 
Tell me, Aſebion, is our addreſſing the Gov of. , 
heaven with prayer and praiſe at meals no part of d-. Of 
vine ſervice? Is Gop never worſhipped but when it. ſea 
is done at church? Little {do theſe creatures think, 55 by 
what a dangerous thing it is to trifle with an almigb. . 5 ry 
ty Being, even in the ſmalleſt act of worſhip! Did, 15 0 
the great Gop ever appoint tooth- picks to be a ſacred, 44 
utenſil of our aſking a bleſſing on food? Or, is 9 
cloud of ſnuff the incenſe that muſt aſcend with this 
prayer How thoughtleſs are theſe mortals! and hai «1, k 
unconcerned about the ſerious and important things of githout 
religion! They behave with ſuch a regardleſs air, uM tudes or 
though grace 2 meat were a needleſs old-faſhioned J vi. 
ceremony, as though it were enough for the chaplain <1 5 


: ſhewed 
came t 


aejecte. 


* 


be, I 


to worſhip their Maker for the whole family; or tha 4 W 
when they ſpeak to the Majeſty of Heaven for a ble others cr 
ing on their food, there was no need of a compoſi vis for 
countenance, or any ſhew of bodily reyerence. Je come mi 
Aſebion and Aſebina every morning aſk their father ie Gown 
bleſſing on their knees, Methinks, I would aſk then e 
Why fo ſolemnly on your knees for your father's bling Seb . 
and fo utterly negligent of all ſolemnity, and outward d tainly th 
cencies when you ſeek a bleſſing from God? chem to 

After J had written this paper, I lent it to a friend, ny \ 
who put it into the hands of Sedexzizs, and defired hin 1 0 
to read it. In the peruſal of it, he ſeemed pleaſed an 11 2 
gratified with the juſt reproof of ſuch irreligion, a ecitue, 

t * . ſhewe | nee ing 


*r 
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t he Wn owed his ſatisfaction s fe approving ſmile, till he 
K came to the cloſe; there he pauſed a little, and a grave 
in- 


adejected air ſpread over his countenance : * Well, ſaid 
de, I hope theſe young gentry will learn to be more 
&« devout, while the proviſions of the table is bleſſed, 
„but I take my ſhare alſo in the reproof; nor will J 
indulge any more appearance of irreverence, for 


ſay, 


time to come, in theſe domeſtic and daily acts of 
D of BY. worſhip: I, and my fathers before me, have ſat down 
ot dk. to meat, theſe forty years, and never aſked a bleſſing 
ven t till we were all ſeated ; but my children ſhall learn 
hint, WF. of me to ſtand up and adore the GoD who made and 
migb. . feeds us, nor ſhall our ſeats nor our conſciences up- 
Daß braid us with any appearances of indecencies, in our 
are © addrefies to the living Gov®,” e 
th thi . XVIII. 
ſo hon + It hath been ſuſ peed, that Sedintius reproves himſelf here, 
ings of without any juſt reaſon, fince our Saviour ſeated the multi- 
air, uM tudes on the graſs, before he bleſſed the food, Lute ix. and 
mioned J vi. and the apoſtles were fitting at the paſchal table when 
haplan E CHRIST inttituted the Lord's-ſupper, and bleſſed the elements. 
thi To this it may be replied, 1. Who can ſay that our Saviovk 


did not rite and aſk the bletling on the food ſtanding, though the 
a blet others might ſit? 2. The Jew /þ cuſtom and geſture, at meals, 


zmpoſed IE lomething between lying and ſiiting, whereby it might be- 

e. Ve come much more inconvenient to have all the gueſts riſe vp, and 

father lie down after the food was ſet on the table, which muſt be very 

m_ low and near the ground; and mere external geſtures are not ſo 

{k them, E preciſely neceſſary, in ſuch ſhort occaſional acts of worſhip, as to 

| bln break in upon the common conveniencies of life. This was cer- 
ward dl. 


tainly the caſe, when Cui r fed the multitudes; for he edered 
them to ſit down, that they might all be diſpoſed into proper 


* friend ranks, which could not ſo well have been done while they were 


cred hal ſtinding, and might change their places, 3. If it could be 
11e proved, that our SAVIOUA himſcli, as well as the multitudes, 
eaſed al lat at pleſſiog the food, this could only prove the lawfulneſs of the 
zion, and geſtule, but by no means the neceflity of it; becauſe Handing and 
ſnewe veeling are more frequently deſcribed in (criptuge as geſtures of 
= Prayer. | 
bs: D 2 


It 


* 
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for reaſons that are not obvious now, CHRIST might heretofore 
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XVIII. YOUTH AND DEATH. 


Teuer witulus religt | 
Matre, qui largis juveneſcit herbis 
| | Iu mea wota : 
Fronte curwatos imitatus gues | 
Tertium Lune referentis ortum, 
Qud notam duxit nivens videri, 


Cetera fulwus. Hor ar, Whe 


HILE we read theſe lines of Horace, wherein Iss ” 
VV he deſcribes his young yellow calf, with the 
white creſcent in his forchead, while he paints out. the 
pretty brute, in moſt agreeable verſe, one is ready to 
feel a ſort of fond pity working in us, when we find 
that the creature 1s deſtined to ſpeedy ſacrifice : the 
poet himſelf, who devotes its blood to the altar, yet 
ſeems to dwell with a ſort of compaſſion and mournful MP. 
leaſure on the deſcription of its beauty and ſpright- 


ineſs, 
| A milk. 


5 oung 
from th 
rents wi 
Z xult an 
in the w 
rhich t! 
know ne 
feſtraint: 
admonit 


— 


It is certain, that fading, kueeling, or profiration, are na 
tural tokens of reverence and ſupplication, which ting is not: 
now, when any of the natural geſtures of reverence and ſupplica- 
tion may be uſed with equal conveniency, it ſeems more proper 
to uſe them, and to worſhip Gop with fleſh and ſpirit together, 
Whatever might be the Fewi/b cuſtom then, yet it is the con- 
ſtant cuſtom of our age now, to pray fanding or kneeling; and 
this has made /f/ing at prayer appear much more indecent, 


Now, where natural figns of reverence join with the cuſtoms of AVe NO 
the age and country wherein we dwell, is it not much more pro- thoug 
per to pay our addreſſes to Gov in that poſture, by which both na- yr the fl 
ture and cuſtam agree to expreſs reverence and honour ; though, br charac 
ſelves liv 


Eſpeci 


indulge a poſture which carries leſs appearance of reverence in it“ 


23 
=S 


A milk-white mark its f. any, front adorns, 
Shap'd like a moon of three days old: 

The filver curve divides its budding horns, 
And all beſides is gold. | 

The pretty creature wild in wanton play, 
Now friſks about the flow'ry mead ; 

Looſe from the dam, it knows no grief to-day, 


But muſt to-morrow bleed. 


R AT, 


x * "+ 1 * 1 = 
38, LS OY SEX 
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age, wherein nature is juſt riſen to elegance and vigour, 
zerein and when they begin to ſhew themſelves to the world, 
h the my heart pities them, as ſo many borderers upon the 
at. the grave; yet moſt of them are utterly thoughtleſs of dy- 
dy to Eng. Little do they imagine, in thoſe years of gaiety, 
e find mirth, and anaitets; that they are treaſuring up ven- 
: the geance to themſelves, by their thoughtleſs rebellion 
r, Jet Boainſt the power that made them. Little do they 
urnkul think, that their lives are every moment due to the 
right- Juſtice of Gop as a ſacrifice, each for their own iniquity ; 
young creatures, but bold finners! They are weaned 
rom the nurſery ; they have got looſe from their pa- 
rents wing, and, like the Ronan pores calf, they vainly 
kxult and riot in their new freedom; they gad abroad 


milk 


are na- 
is not! 
upplica- 
proper 
ogether. 
he con- 


which the vigour of depraved nature inſpires. They 


feſtraints of wiſdom, nor will they endure the tendereſt 


8; 3" {Wdmonitions of a parent, or an aged friend. They 
ndecent. | 3 

toms af pave no apprehenſion of the angel of death near them, 
ore pro- Is though it was beyond the reach of his commiſſion, 
both m- br the flight of his arrows to ſmite any of their ſtation 
though, pr character. In the morning of nature they feel them- 
eretolor felres live, and they fancy it is immortality. 


ce in it? 


| Eſpecially if they are adorned with any peculiar 
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When 1 ſee the youth of either ſex arrived at that 


in the wide world, wanton and laviſh in all the delights 


know not how to hear the checks of piety, and the 


D3 charms | 


— — — cs — — — 


Rr . — 
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ment at which they muſt be arraigned. 


\ heightened into a raging delirium, which gave no roa 
of nature, and full of the fins of his youth, he u 


from the reſt of his wild aſſociates, and made a vict 


panions of his guilt! 


ſenſes, and melt our hearts to ſoftneſs. —What is 


of that almighty Power that can create millions 


charms of wit or beauty, then the flatteries of u : 
glaſs, and their own warm imagination, the compi 


ments and careſſes of the company that attend then fimm 


baniſh all that is ſolemn and ſerions : the enchantu Pr ſhin 


allurements that ſurround their ſenſes, render ther Poung 


deaf to all the warnings of Gop and conſcience, 2 5 pf * 
thoughtleſs of every * but the gay ſucceſſions g But t 


pleafure, The powers of animal life reign in the be 4 
without control; and they forget there is a ſoul wid en; 


them, or a Gop above them, or a tribunal of jud and ſin 
In the midſt of this flowery ſcene, Aneliſiu vi Fear tl 


ſeized with a ſudden fever; in three days time it ut wes, 


for any penitential reflections: and thus in the bloc 
XIX. 


H 
and th 
found 
to an 
1 C oul 
© ſome 

carry 
and 1 
ſat on 
8 Rhap! 
agrees 
of th 
s Meſſi 
Y of ſu 
well ! 
| appea 


ſurpriſed into eternity, He ſeemed to be ſingled 0 


0 death, and to divine diſpleaſure. —A loud alarm 
ſecure ſinners, and a flaming warning-piece to the co 

Our natural compaſſion drops ſome tears of humani| 
on the grave of ſuch a fine young gentleman ; but f 
divine Being that made him, is not moved with tho 
prettineſſes of fleſh and blood, which engage ol 


little rofe-coloured {kin and well-ſet limbs, in the ey 


ſuch beautiful engines with his breath, and deftro 
them without loſs ? Ten thouſand gay worms, ad 
ſhining inſets, ariſe hourly at his command in a ſan 
mer's day; but if an inſect or a worm affront 1Þ 
Maker, our own reaſon would ſentence it to imm 
diate death. | 5 
Happy were ſuch a wretch as Ameliſtus, if mY 
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ond Peen a mere animal, and had nothing in him capable 
d ry, IT immortality. Happy had it been, it he were a worm, 
chan er ſhining inſect, or in all reſpects like that pretty 
5 oh young brute, which the poet deſcribes ; then the term 
ce. ll pf his mortal Hife would have finiſhed his exiſtence : 
"io hut the fin of man, and the juſtice of Gop, demand 
be ſacrifice of a ſoul ; his rebellion roſe againſt Hea- 


en; he affronted the infinite majeſty of his Creator, 
and ſince he died without repentance, the threatenings 
of the Bible doom him to everlaſting puniſhment. 

Hear this, young ſinners, ah forget God, leſt he tear 


Von in pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 


e it wil 

no roo — | an 

e bloc | 5 

be u XIX. BABYLON DESTROYED; os, TE 

gled or © 137TH PSALM TRANSLATED, 

a vict 5 F 5 | 
alarm AD Horace or Pindar written this Ode, it would 

the con have been the endleſs admiration of the critic, 


and the perpetual labour of rival tranſlators ; but it is 


umaniz found in the ſcripture, and that gives a ſort of diſguſt 
but t to an age which verges too much toward infidelity. 
ith tho 1 could wiſh the muſe of Mr. Pope would chuſe out 
age o ſome few of theſe pieces of ſacred pſalmody, which 
'hat is carry in them the more ſprightly beauties of poeſy, 
the ey and let the Engliſb nation know what a divine poet 
lions ſat on the throne of /rael, He has taken Homer's 
| deſtrof Rhapſodies, and turned them into fine verſe, and 


ms, ac «rn entertainment; and his admirable imitation 
of the Hebrexw prophets, | in his poem called, The 


1 a {un 


front 1 Meſtab, convinces us abundantly, how capable he is 
o nm of ſuch a ſervice. This particular pſalm could not 
; well be converted into Chriſtianity, and therefore it 
he 14 appears here in its Jeww/o form: The vengeance de- 

| x 3 nounced 


ber 
1 . 


2 2 EA ˙ err 2 2 
. ̃ —ꝛ-—ͤ a Oe. 
n 5 . i » r FD 

5 b. 
; — 2 — Th P 


REIT RIO OY - 


D 
£ — Pas SY; * . S 8 at 


2 
2 — 


Ln er ei Res oe 
r 5 2 * * 3 


. 
nr 

8 

2 
— —e 


ö 
* 
5 
| | 
by, 
jÞ 


CE DEE gs IE Rn Donna nor try nm on = > es ye in at nmr 


de N 


56 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, WM 
nounced againſt Babylon, in the cloſe of it, ſhall be 5 


executed, ſaid a great divine, upon Antichriſtian None; IfT 

but he was perſuaded the Tuts, muſt do it, for Pro. 0 

teſtant hearts, ſaid he, have too much compaſſion in If 1 

them to embrue their hands in ſuch a bloody, and tet. =— 

rible execution. 1 1 

HEN by the flowing brooks: we fat, uh 

The brooks of Belylon the proud; Requ 

We thought on Zion mournful ſtate, = T7] 

And wept her woes, and wail'd aloud. = 

Thovghtlefs of every cheerful air, 5 Y 


( For grief had all our harps unſtrung) 
Our harps, neglected in deſpair, | 
And filent, on the willows hung. 
WEE ITE. WA 
Our. foes, who made our land their ſpoil, 


Our barbarons lords, with haughty tongues 8 
Bid ns forget our groans a-while, hi 
And give a taſte of Zion's ſongs, 5 


How ſhall we fing, in heathen lands, 
Our holy ſongs to ears profane? Z 
 Lomp, ſhall our lips, at their commands, = 
Pronounce thy dreadful name in vain ? 


Aion in duſt forbids it too i 
Shall hymns mſpir'd for ſacred uſe 1 
He ſung to pleaſe u ſeofling crew ! 55 
O let my tongue grow dry, and eleave 5 
Faſt to my mouth in ſilence ſtill; FE 
Let ſome avenging power bereave | .- 


My fingers of their tuneſul kill. 
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VII. 

If I thy ſacred rites profane, 

O Salem, or thy duſt deſpiſe ; 
If J indulge one cheerful ſtrain, 
Till I ſhall fee thy towers ariſe. 

5 . 

Twas Edom bid the conqu'ring foe, 
Doaun with the tox rt and raze thy cualli: 
” Requite her, Lord: But, Babel, know, 
= Thy guilt for * N calls. 
As thou haſt ſpar'd nor ſex nor age, 

Deaf to our infants dying groans, 
May ſome bleſs'd hand, inſpir'd with rage, 

Daſh thy young babes, and tinge the ſtones, 


XX. 
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XX. 


EPITHAPHIUM MONSTRI CUJUSDAY, 
Apud Angles vulgo digi 
r. 
Terre & Tenebris mandati. 
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TOR AMES REYNOLDS. Hs 
I. F 
H 10 font, (Jemperque jaceat . / } 1 
Pielatis cadaver, 7 þ 
J mprobitatis corpus, 
Religionis larwa, 11888 
Sandtimoniæ voy is & umbra, z wade. 
Divini imago zeli, & peſtis, N 


Eccliſiæ ſimia ſiuul & li * | | 
Monftrum horrendum, inf rme vagen lumen aden ; 
Name antige natum, un, FI the 
Neue in tutelam acceptum, | 3 "1 1 
In caliginofis Vaticani adytis, 1 U 
Humano ſanguine & pulwert pyrio I 1 
Nutritum, ſaginatum. | 4 * 
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DAM, Tranflated from the Latin, 
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Which æuas written by the late pions and ingen ious 
Mr. JOHN REYNOLDS, 
And inſerted in the Occastonal Par ER. 
Vol. III. Numb. VI. 
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Z HEX lies (and may it here for ever he) 
Z The carcaſe of dead piety, 
Shadow of grace, ſubſtantial ſin, 
| Religion's maſk and gaudy dreſs, 
Y The form and foe of holineſs, 
© The image and the plague of zeal divine. 
Its dwelling was the * in double ſhape, 
Half was a murdering . and half a mimic ape. 
E 1 5 
A monſter horrid to the ſight, 
Hideous, deform'd, and void of light; 

Twas born at Rome, | 


*. E *Twas nurs'd at home, . 

. In the dark cloiſters of the Vatican; 

Its lungs inſpir'd with heaving lies, 

© Its bulk well fatten'd to prodigious ſize 

Wich gun-powder and blood of man. k 
96 III. 
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6 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


HI. 


a -- 


Hiſpanice ditionis incola, 
Gallicis deinde re gionibus hoſpes 

Jamdudum graliſſimis; 
Veteris quidem, novique orbit, 
Tiumani generis & commod cauſa 

Peregrinator aſſiduus. 


IV. 


Lingnarum utfote quarumcunque perilus, 
Sexlls itidem utrinſque partice ps. 
Mentium illuminator flammens, 
Aculiſſimis dubitantium ductor. 

Qui lagueis, enfibus, incendiiſque, 

Reluttantium animarum catervas 

 Feſtinas in calum amandat, 
Celerrimus orbisc onver/ſore 
Conſpirationem exitialum, 

Verarum pariter ac fimulataram m 

Mali revera machinarum infandi} 

Artifex dexterrimus. | 


V. 


Eccleſiæ ſub nomine & cultu, - 
Sab pelle ovina Y vultu, 
Libertatis penetùs ecclefraftice 
Commercii penè civilisy 
Ac focietatis humane 


Indomitus vaſtator & praedo. 
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2 | III. 
Ancient Abit of Spain, 
And long in France a welcome gueſt; 
Over the continent and main, 
Over the old world and the new, 
Mankind and money to purſue, 
On dragon's wings the harpy flew, 
And gave its feet no reſt. 
IV. 

= All languages the fury ſpake, 
And did of either ſex partake: 
Flaming enlightener of the mind, 
And headlong leader of the blind, 

Oft has it dragg'd the doubtful tongue to ſpeak, 

While the pain d conſcience left the truth behind. 
By gibbet, ſword, and fire, 


It made whole tribes of men expire; 

And to the ſkies their groaning ghoſts 1 it hurl'd, 
A ſwift converter of the world. 

I Dextrous in all the arts of blood 3 

Skill'd to contrive or counterfeit 

= Myſterious miſchief, plots of ſtate 

od murd'rous engines to deſtroy the good, 
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The Muſe how tiring, begs the Reader's heave 1 ne- 
leaſe herſelf from the bonds and labours of rhyme and 
metre, by @ mere imitation 8 the next thivty lines in 


roſe. 
profe * 


nder the name an habit 's * 8 

1 Under the countenance and clothing of a ſheep, 
It became the moſt ſavage and rampant 
Tunderer and waſter of human ſociety. 

1 ade fearful inroads on all civil commerce, 


1 F ng 1 religious liberty expiring. 
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Artibus palitis, politiciſque, 

Critices nexibus, logicaque ſtrophis, 
Calamorum, linguegue telis, 
Conciliorum, canonumque bombardis 

Ceteriſque gentis tagatæ armamentis 


Bellator inſlyuttiffimus.' +1 45 4 | F 
” * 2 38 . 
VIL 


Cui furor, ac odium, ac nefass 
Faftuſque ac ſeculi amor, 
Perjuria, piægue fraudes. 

Truruleuta partium Audia, 175 1 

Implicitæ fidei, tyrannidiſques,  _ + 
Ob/equii proinde paſſrviy © 

Ignorantiæ ac morie encomia , 

Comites fuerunt ſolennes. 
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VIII. 


Trifles 
LE L 


Cui nugæ, triceque, calende, 
Neill „ dire, exegquiæ que, 
Bulla minantes. & El ee 7 
Vota ſacrilegia, ac 2 FE 
Frecur theologiaum, biliſque 
a Aſpera t que ac atra,  , 
Pomp theatrales,, Tituſque © 
Obfeleti, fimul & decentes, 


Cor di fugre & cibo. 
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tx PROSE any VERSE, 
VI. 
A warrior well furniſh'd 
With all arts politic and polite, 
With the knotty — 


4 The hampering chains and ſubtilties of logic, 
And the javelins of pen and tongue, 


ents of criticiſm, 


63 


with the roaring ordinance of councils and canons, 


: Y Aud all the artillery of 7 ſchools and gown. 


Fury, hatred, and miſchief, 
= Love of this world. pride, and diſdain, 
With perjuries, falſchoods, and pious frauds, 
And raging party zeal, 
Were its neceſſary and everlaſting attendants, | 
High encomiums and endleſs applauſe 
Ol guides infallible, and faith implicit, 
Of hereditary and divine right, 
| of unlimited power and paſſive obedience 
= To tyrant prieſts and kings, 
With the immortal praiſe and merit 
Z Ww ſtu _ ignorance, and blind ſubmiſſion, 
BD ere heralds to pre 755 its way. 
© Trifles, and tricks, and ſolemn fooleries, 
Legends and filly tales, 
Old almanacks, and mouldy muſty relics, 
Syuyieepings of ancient tombs, 


* 5 wo 5 
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Kites obſolete, and novel ceremonies | 

| Both decent and indecent, 

: 2 Monkiſh vows, and ſuperſtitious auſterities, 
With words of ſacerdotal abſolution, 

8 And ſacerdotal vengeance, 

Squibs, crackers, excommunications, curſes,” 


j Roaring bulls, and vain thunders, - 
VB with prieftly choler, bitter and black, 


Mixt u 


: 2 
N 
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ere its delicious food. 


Vous, pilgrimages, charms and conſecrations, 


64 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


1X. 


__ Ordinis ut plurimùm clericalis, 
Eregis potiſſimum Layolitici, 
Congregationts prætered venerandæ 
De propaganda per orbem fide 


Coccenatus antiſtes. 
X. 


Nobiliſimæ inquiſttionis curie, 

{ Solertiffime hereticorum mnnuſcipule } 
Primawvus fundator, Q pra ſes. 

Ampliffimo cardinalium e. 

Necnen ſanctiſſimo S., R. eccleſie 
Patri capitique. 


A ſecretioribus ſemper con ſiliis. 
XI. 


Chriſtiani inſuper orbis totius 
Tam per orientales, quam occidentales 
Mundi plagas 
Miſerè ſecum militantis 
Et quid, quæõſo, dicendum?s ? 
Anteſi guanus ſemper trigmphanss 


XII. 


7 uſule Britannica extraneis ab hoſftibyus 
Pelagi menibus, necnom ab navium 
| Propugnaculis bene munite 
Bonis preterea domeſticis, 
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[Nw Metre = Rhyme W 


A pur le prelate, choſen to preſide 
ver the whole Ignatian drove, 
And all the clergy- tribes beſide, 
n but the ſacred few that mix their zeal with love. 
In every different ſet twas known, 
It made the caſſock and the cowl its own, 
Now ſtalk d in formal cloak, now flutter'd in the gown. 
At what dark hour ſoe' er 
The curſt divan at Rome were met, 
Catholic faith to propagate, 
This monſter fill'd he chair, 
The conclave dreſt in bonnets red, 
With three-crown'd tyrant at their head, 
Made it their privy counſellor. 
be inquiſition- court (a bloody crew, 
Artful to ſet the ſolemn trap 
© That lets no heretic eſcape) 
. was it her preſident and founder too. 


pf tas the chureh in Eaſt or Weſtern lands 
; Rifing againſt herſelf in arms, ; 
In her own blood embru'd her hands; 
© This chief led on th* unnatural war, 
Or did the ploody ſtandards bear, 
Or ſound the fierce alarm; 
|} ictorious Atl, * (And what can more be ſaid 
7 all the living warriors ork or the heroes dead ?) 
Wii, a anch well ſtor'd with every good, 
That nature, law, religion gives ; 3 
x | Aland where ſacred freedom thrives ; ; 
Wie iſle! if her own weal ſhe underſtood! 
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66 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
Rua facris, qua civilibus 
(Bona fit tandem ſus noverit ) 
Omnium fortunatiſſime 
Prob dolor] Prob pudor ! 
 Inteftinus diviſor & helluo. . 
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IJ. fuge wiator, malignam 
Hujuſce ſepulchri vaporem! 
Letare, feftina, & ora 

Ne e ades nefande 
1 us in αu·m 
Reſurrefionis concedatur locus. 
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is PROSE and VERSE, 67 


ier ſons, immur'd with guardian ocean, ſleep, 
And caſtles floating on the deep, ; 
penc'd from all foreign foes, O ſhame! O ſin ! 5 
ler ſons had let this baleful miſchief in 1 
© This helliſh fury, who with flattering breath © ih 
. Did firſt vide, and then devour, 1 
N ; And made wild waſte where'er ſhe ſpread her power, oY 
| {Bchold ſhe meets her fatal hour, = 
. And les enchain'd in death, | 18 
XIII. 75 9 
* at the grave, O traveller; | | = 
Trjumphant joys that reach the ſkies | 1 
Are here the juſteſt obſequies : | : ll 
Shout thrice ; then flee afar | — 
Theſe pois'nous ſteams and ſtenches of the ſepulchre z 
Go, turn thy face to Heaven, and pray, 
That ſuch a hateful monſter never may 
Obtain a * 
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68 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
| Was it 
XXI. THE DEATH OF LAZ ARUS. 472 
AT a wondrous difference there is betwiu “! 
the ſoul and the body of a poor diſtreſſed dy. 
ing Chriſtian ? His fleſh, perhaps, with Laxaru i 
full of diſeaſes, and in a few moments time it lies dea 
upon the dunghill ; a" noiſome carcaſe ! an unlo1y i XII. 
and offenſive fight! Then, as though it were unwor. We 
thy for the earth to bear it, it is thrown under grouſe 
to rot in darkneſs, as a companion and food fe 
worms: But his ſoul (like one of the lamps of Giz-y 
ſhining out at midnight from a broken pitcher) ag. 
pears immediately in its native brightneſs and beauty, 
s a creature born of Heaven, and a-kin to Gov; 
it is taken up as an honourable burden for the wing 
of angels; it is ſwiftly conveyed above the heaven, 
and made a companion for all the ſons of Gop uſt 
glory. Luke xvi. 20, 22, Judges vii. 16, 19. £ 


Let us take a diſtin review of each of theſe different 

_ circumſtances of the fleſh and ſpirit, and fet them in; 
juſt light and due oppoſition, 7 
I ̃ be body, with all its bones and nerves, lies dead 
and moveleſs, a demoliſhed priſon and broken fetter; 
the ſoul, all life and vigour, a priſoner releaſed fron 


all its chains, and exulting in glorious liberty. E ay 

The body, an unworthy load of earth; the ſoul, | Th a) 
burden fit 07 an angel's wing. | — Wu 

The body, thrown under ground, and hid in dark- | Poſlet 

| neſs; the ſoul, riſing above the ſkies, and ſhining All 

there in garments of light. , 5 0 
The body, the entertainment and the contempt ol bs, 
worms; the ſoul, proper company for CHRIST and 75 


his ſaints, 
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F: Was it not a ſtroke of divine love that demoliſhed 
e priſon-houſe, and releaſed the captive? that broke 
e dark earthen pitcher, and bid the lamp appear and 


WI 1285 


dy. 
1. U 
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ovely 
Wor 
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il. AN HYMN TO CHRIST JESUS, 
= THE ETERNAL LIFE. 
HERE ſhall the tribes of Adam find 
The ſovereign Good to fill the mind ? 


= Ye ſons of moral wiſdom, ſhow | 
= The ſpring whence living waters flow, 


Say, will the Stoick's flinty heart 
Melt, and this cordial juice impart ? 
Conld Plato find theſe bliſsful ftreams, 
Amongſt his us Ae oa his dreams ? 
. 

In vain I aſk; for nature's power 
Extends but to this mortal hour : 
"Twas but a poor relief ſhe gave 
Againſt the terrors of the grave. 

| IV. 
Jzsvs, our Kinſman, and our Goo, 
Array'd in majeity and blood, 
Thou art our life; our ſouls in thee 
Poſſeſs a full felicity. | 
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dark- 
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All our immortal hopes are laid 

wt al In Thee, our ſurety and our head; 

P Thy croſs, thy cradle, and thy throne, 

r an y croſs, thy cradle, and thy throne, 

Are big with glories yet unknown. # 
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79 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


VI. 70 once wit 
Let Atheiſts ſcoff, and Fewus blaſpheme | | 0 us amal 
Th' eternal life, and IEs s' name; * oſe hope 
A word of his almighty breath th ſe ſtorm 
Dooms the rebellious world to death. r peace 

72 | VII. N mes of wea 


But let my ſoul for ever lie What le 


Beneath the bleſſings of thine eye th s? Met] 
*Tis heaven on earth, 'tis heaven above, 2 the book 
To lee thy face, to taſte thy love. Ince are 
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XXIII. DISTANT THUNDER. 


rors about us, and apprehend no danger. When 
ſee the ſlender fireaks of lightning play afar of in M54 
horizon of an evening ſky, we look on and amuſe ui 
ſelves as with an agreeable ſpectacle, without the 
fear or concern. But, lo! the dark cloud riſes by 


grees, it grows black as night, and big with tempd Wine ani 
it ſpreads as it rifes to the mid-heaven, and now hg over 
directly over us; the flaſhes of lightning grow bu red 0 

Wunder w 


and ſtrong, and like ſheets of ruddy fire, they b 
terribly all round the hemiſphere. We bar the do 
and windows, and every avenue of light, but we bern © 
them all in vain; the flames break in at every cram der ſha 
and threaten {ſwift deſtruction. The thunder falle man 
burſting from the cloud with ſudden and tremend Ihe light 
claſhes ; the woice of the Lord is redoubled with violie vaſt 
and overwhelms us with terror; it rattles over A cities 
heads, as though the whole houſe were broken dhe Lo 


heard t 
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Id PROSE axp VERSE, T1 


Ponce with a ſtroke from Heaven, and were tumblin 


Ent peaceful and ſerene, amidſt the frights and hur- 
Ws of weak ſpirits and unfortified minds, 5 

What leſſons ſhall we derive from ſuch a ſcene as 
: Methinks I ſee here in what manner the terrors 
che book of Gop, and the threatenings of divine ven- 
= nce are received and entertained by ſecure ſinners, 
eſe threatenings appear to them like ſtreaks of light- 
Ig afar off: the moſt dreadtul predictions of the fury 
Goo ſound in their ears but like the feeble murmurs 
bf the ſky, and far diſtant thunder. The poor among 
Wnkind go on to purſue their labours of life, and the 
ia e their vain amuſements; they have no fear about 
alm ee future ſtorms afar off, nor any ſolicitude to avoid 
1 no En But the hour is haſtening, when every threat - 
"hen g in the Bible ſhall appear to be the voice of Gop, 
F in d his power ſhall employ all the terrible things in 


R. 


aſe e creation, for the accompliſhment of his dreadful 
the rd. The wings of time bring onward the remote 
s by WWvpeſt : theſe dark clouds unite and grow big with 
temper ine and eternal vengeance ; they riſe high, they 
\w bang over the nations, and are juſt ready to be diſ- 
w h:{Marged on the head of impenitents. The Gop of 
ev ander will roar from heaven, and cauſe his voice to 


heard through the foundations of the earth, and to 
We very centre of hell. — The ſpirit of the haughtieſt 
ner ſhall tremble with unknown aſtoniſhment, and 
We man of mockery ſhall quiver to his very ſoul. 
mende lightnings of Goo ſhall kindle the world into 
viola de vait conflagration ; the earth, with all its foreſts 
over d cities, ſhall make a dreadful blaze; the enemies 
en dhe Lonp ſhall be fuel for this deyouring fire, and 
5 2 ET | a painful 


ne dod 
t we 
tam 
r follo 


W 
ee IIS et e e eee 
— HS 5 * 


— 4 ——  — _ —————  — YR A "mes 
troy ——\ 8 " ** 8 * . ; I 2 C 
9 Sf 8 — x . - nem ge oagers ge een we 
7 ; 8 r 
* * — - 1 " 
2 2 3 tw * % Po a 
r p 
n — 3 #1 3 
* - = S 


a "> 26, 4 
he ns —— 


Rap 


2 r 


— 


. 8 
REESE — — 


lf 
ſ | 
THY. 
* N 
' 3 
i f 
1 
n. 
1 
! 4 
i 


Tn —̊ — — IONS 1 
— 2 * — 2 == 


% „ 


of the lower creation. 
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72 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
a painful burning ſhall be kindled in the conſcieny 
which innumerable ages ſhall'not extinguiſh. WY}, ;, 
dell with this devouring fire ® Who can endure 1h, 
everlaſting burnings ? l 1 

| Bleſſed ſouls, who, in a wiſe and happy hour, hay 
heard theſe divine warnings, who ſtood in awe of thek 
diſtant thunders, and reverenced and obeyed the voi; 
of the Lorp in them. Bleſſed ſouls, who beheld tl 
flaſhes of the wrath of Gov, while they were |. 
afar off: who ſaw them kindling terribly in the thru The. 
enings of the broken law, and fled for refuge to tl * k 
hope ſet before them in the goſpel! they are divine 85 1 
ſecured amidſt the promiſes of the covenant of graf, ny 0 
from all the er of the fiery indignation. ] : 5M "A 6 
has ſprinkled his own blood upon them; a fovercigh ER 
and preventive remedy againſt theſe terrors, a ſure a i 2 q 
eternal defence againſt the power of the deſtroying 
angel, and the burning tempeſt. Their feet f, 1 


Wioned, ( 
| avid, 2 
on 


| 05 their habitation is a munition of rocks they (nul 
live ſecure, and rejoice in their Gop, amidſt the ruin 


ions. 
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AND JONATHAN, 2 Sam, „. 


1 were acquainted with ſeveral arts a 
1 ſciences long ere the Romans became a people, d 
the Greeks were known among the nations. I hou 
Maſes might learn ſome of them in his Ep yprian edu 
tion, yet perhaps others were taught by Gop himnfel 
amidit their travels in the wilderneſs, when they tornWreſ; . os 
ſuch a wonderful portable ſtructure as the tabernach WifaRion 
and wronghe fuck garments of exquiſite glory 1 0 
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toyug oned, or the Romans had ever known the odes of 
„id, and amongſt the reſt this admirable ele 
v ou1d never have ſpoken of the Fes with fo much 


Kontempt, as a rude and barbarous people; at leaſt I 


11 fa 


= 


\e ruin 


SAU 
©) ts 
arts anl 

20pIc, d 
"LT hou 

777 edud 
himſeb 

y formt 

hernach 
ory # 


Ire the wr 


* 

N 

9 
8. 


>. 


* 
* 
* 

7 
w7 
beth 


* 


40 1 3X 
7% £7 
£4 ne 
oF 
* 


IN PROSE and VERSE. 73 
beauty to adorn the high-prieſt in his ſacred miniftra- 


W:ons. Nor is it unlikely that Moſes introduced among 
em the art of verſe; for the moſt ancient poetical 
Wompoſures, which are known in the world, are the 
Ich chapter of Exodus, where he triumphs over Pharaoh 
Ind his army; the goth P/a/m, where he deſcribes the 
Wailty and miſery of human life; and the 32d of Deu- 
ermnomy, where he leaves behind him a noble divine ode 
Wt his death, for the perpetu 

his wonders. - 


al memory of Gop and 


The next remarkable inſtance we have of this kind, 
itings of David, the ſweet pſalmiſt of //rac/- 


hut even David, could never be ſuppoſed to borrow 
Iny thin 


> 


from the Greets, when Homer, the father of 


Wheir ws. Þ was ſuppoſed to be a contemporary with 
W-/:mor the fon of David. If the Greeks had been ac- 
Muainted with the ſongs of Maſes, which J have men- 


, they 


zm perſuaded their poets would have conceived a much 
Þ:tter_opinion of them, when they found them ſo far 
+xceed any thing that their own nations had ever pro- 


Wuced, I believe I might fairly chalienge all the an- 
Biquity of the feathers to preſent us with an ode of 
ore beautiful ſentiments, and greater elegancy, than 
ais lamentation over Saul and Jonathan, It is re- 


Pearſed in the ſcripture, indeed, but perhaps not 


Fritten by inſpiration; for there is ſcarce any thing 
pf Gov or religion in it. Dazid, the mere man, was 
ſublime poet, and Gop made him a prophet. 

have ſeen this piece ſeveral times in an Eaglißs 
Wreſs ; but none of them have given me any more ſa- 
WtaCtion, than perhaps COP give to thoſe who read 
mine, 
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mine. It was a mere admiration of this Hebrexv ſong 
that ſet my imagination at work, in this attempt t 
UM..." :-: | | Oe 

J ſhall here firſt tranſcribe it from the ſcripture, 
though it is impoſlible that it ſhould appear, at thi 
diſtance of time, and in our language, with half the 
luſtre in which it ſtood in that age and nation when it 
was written. . 


2 Sam. i. 17. And David lamented with this lamey. £ 
tation over Saul, and over Jonathan his fon. E On the 
19. The beauty of Iſrael is flain upon thy high places: ; dehold tl; 
How are the mighty fallen ! | OT” I 
20. Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ftreets if Nets 
Aſeelon, left the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, I 
the daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph, +. | * How 


21. Ie mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither Ar 
Let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings : for ten And 
the foield of the mighty is wilely caff away, the Phield of (tant the 

Saul, » Qs though ke had not been anointed with ol, 5 | 
22. From the blood of the lain, from the fat of te WW Mou 


mig hey, the bow of Jonathan turned nat back, and tir Nor! 
bord of Saul returned not empty. | = Curkc 
23. Saul and Jonathan avere lovely and pleaſant in No q 
their lives, aud in their death they avere not divided; We Nor g 


they were ſwifter bar eagles, they were ftronger that Jo grace t 


lions. Ki Pia, 
24. Ye danghters of Iſrael, weep over Saul, vi Jude 


clathed you in ſcarlet, with other delights, avho put on af. Wy x; ther 
naments of gold upon your apparel. FH Y Thy ſ 


280. How are the mighty fallen in the midſt of the bat- chou gh 
Its ſac 


e 

7 
5 
£ 


te! O Fonathan, thay avert ſlain in thy high places“ 
26. J am diſtreſſed fur thee, my brother Jonathan; 
wery pleaſant haſt thou been unto me; thy loue to me cum 


evonderful, paſſing the love of women. 
| 0 2 7. / {ou 
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27. Hiw oe the nigh fell a aue the egen f 


tt: 5071 
19 APHRASED. THUS 
te | | ; 


wi * 
. 5 HAPPY, day! diftreſing fight! | 
1/rae! the land of Heaven's Slight, 
L How | is thy ſtrength, thy beauty fled! 
On the high 3 of the 7 


| 0 thy ness falFn, thy ſons of victory dead. 


en. 


ces. 


on 


ts 1 
bet 


Ne'er 11 it told! in Gath, nor known 
Among the ſtreets of Aſtelms : 
How will Phil;/ia's youth rejoice 
5 And triumph in our ſhame; 
then And girls, with weak auballowed voice, 
id if Chant the diſnonours of the Hebrew name ! 

5 III. 
Mountains off Gilbaa, let no dew 
Nor fruitful ſhowers deſcend on you : 


ther 


f the 
-d the 


© Curſe on your fields through all the year, 
ant n No flow'ry bleflings there appear, 
vided; . Nor golden ranks of harveſt ſtand 


rh. 0 P Brace the altar, or to feed the land. 


I was in thoſe inauſpicious fields 
; Fudean heroes loit their ſhields : 


# | 
n .- 


hy ſhield, O Saul, was cait away, 


be wh A $ though the prophet s horn had never ned 
es = 


Its ſacred odours on thy head. 
IV. 
The 82098 of Saul had ne'er, till now, 
Awoke to war in vain, | 
Nor Jonathan withdrawn his bow, | 
Without an army ſlain, 
E 2 Where 
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Where truth and honour mark d their way, 
Not eagles ſwifter to their prey, a 
Nor lions 1 or bold as they. 


Gracefol in arms and great in war 
Were Jonathan and Saul, 

Pleaſant in life, and manly fair; , 

Nor death divides the royal pair, 
Andxhoufands ſhare their fall. 

Daughters of Harl, melt your 15 15 

To ſofter tears, and ſwell your fi ont I 

DPifrob'd, diſgrac'd, your Ane . Bi | 

On the bleak ! mountains, pale and cold: 

He made rich ſcarlet your arra 

Bright were your looks, your eds; gay 


With gems of regal gift, and 1 interw oven gold. 
VE 


How ate the princes ſunk in Jeattet Eo 
Fall'n on the ſhameful ground! 
There my own Jonathan reſign d his breath: 
On the hight places where he ſtood, 
He loſt his honours and his blood; 
Oh! execrable arm that gave the mortal wound ! 
„ 
My Jonatham, my better part, 
My brother, and (that dearer name) my friend, 
J feel the mortal wound that reach d ks heart; 
And here my comforts end. 
How pleaſant was thy love to me! 
Amazing paſſion, ſtrong and free! 
No dangers could thy ſteady ſoul remove: 
Not the ſoft virgin loves to that degree, 
Nor man to that degree dogs the ſoft virgin love. 
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To name my joys, awakes my pain; 

bY dying friend = told any © y pains, vein. 
3 My Jonathan, my dying friend, | 
; ; How thick ay woes ariſe! whete will my ſorrows end! ! 
4 ; 
= Unha gay! diſtreſſing ſight! P 
EF hel, hs land of Heaven' > delight, | 
E1 ew are thy princes fall'n, thy ſons of victory lain! 
5 The broken bow, the ſhiver'd ſpear, | 
3 With all the fully pomp of wats | 
i In rude confufion ſpread, 
1 Erbe es lie among the dead, 
a omentable cout oer all the ingtoion Plain, 
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| = E 
U Werne „ 


e ee F 1 of the 
YOUNG, enen he juſt Kd from nil lj Min 
travels abroad, when he invited his uncle to h PPE? 
lodgings on a Saturday noon: His unele was a ſub. 
ſtantial trader in the city, a man of ſincere goodneſ el 
and of no contemptible underſtanding: Crais was u e 0 
name. The nephew firſt entertained him with learnei 
talk of his travels. The converſation happening to fall 
upon anatomy; and, ſpeaking of the hand, he mentionei 
the carpus and the meracarpus, the joining of the bones, y 
many hard names, and the. perigteon, which covert 
them, together with other Greek words which C.] 
had never heard of.— Then he ſhewed him a few 
rioſities he had collected; but anatomy being the ſub 
ject of their chief diſcourſe, he dwelt much upon u 
ſkeletons of a hare and a partridge : © Obſerve, Sir, ſa 
© ke, how firm the joints! how nicely the parts aw 
© fitted to each other! How proper this limb for fligi,|M 
© and that for running! and how wonderful the whole 
* compoſition !* Craio took due notice of the moſt cu 
ſiderable parts of thoſe animals, and obſerved the ch 
remarks that his nephew made; but, being detain 
there above two hours without a dinner, aſſuming MW 
pleaſant air, he ſaid, * I wiſh theſe rarities had fe 8 
* upon them, for J begin to be hungry, nephew, a: rarmian 
you entertain me with nothing but bones. Ind wege 
he carried home his nephew to dinner with him, a Forty oy 
diſmiſſed the jeſt, |; 8 wk 
Ihe next morning his kinſman Tramarinzs deſn , 5 br 
him to hear a ſermon at fuch a church, for 1 ami 
formed, ſaid he, the preacher will be my old {cho 
maſter. It was Agrotes, a country miniſter, who was! 
fulfil the ſervice of the day, an honeſt, a pious, and: 
uſeful man, who fed his ewn people weekly wit 
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ine food, compoſed his ſermons with a mixture 


\ 8 


43 


"tx obs 


of the inſtructive and pathetic, and delivered them 


7 with no improper elocution, Where any difficulty 


\ hy appeared in the text, or the ſubject, he uſually ex- 


0 hi T plained it in a very natural and eaſy manner, to the 

ſu. © underſtanding of all his pariſhioners ; he paraphraſed on 

nels WS the moſt affectin parts largely, that he might ſtrike 

suff the conſcience o every hearer, and had been the hap- ; 
ro Wpy means of the ſalvation of many: But he thought 1 
0 fil mas with himſelf, © When ! preach at Landon, I have i 
ont hearers of a wiſer rank, I muſt feed them with learn- 9 
es, I} ing and ſubſtantial ſenſe, and muſt have my diſcourſe 1 
wende ſet thick with diſtin ſentences and new matter.“ He 9 
Cra contrived therefore to abridge his compoſures, and to 1 
e chrow four of his country ſermons together to make 1 
e ſub up one for the city, and yet could not forbear to add \ 
= Ul a little Greek in the beginning: he told the auditors 17 
r, fa how the text was to be explained; he ſct forth the 1 
rte analyſis of the words in order, ſhewed the Holl and the "vl 
fig Poti, (i. e. that it was fo, and why it was fo, with 8 
: Whot much learned criticiſm (all which he wiſely left out in 1 
"I he country :) then he pronounced the doQrine dif- 1 
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9 defir 
L am it 
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„ and: 
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y ik 5 


Itinctly, and filled up the reſt of the hour with the 


mere rehearſal of the genera} and ſpecial heads : but 


L e omitted all the amplification which made his per- 


o 
7 


Prarm and affecting. In ſhort, it was the mere joints 
nd carcaſe of a long compoſure, and contained above 


Forty branches in it. The hearers had no time to con- 


(4 
2 


Wider or reflect on the good things which were ſpoken, 


r apply them to their own conſciences: the preacher 
Wurried their attention ſo faſt onward to new matters, 
Wat they could make no uſe of any thing he ſaid, 


aw 


N 


Fhile he ſpoke it, nor had they a moment for reflec- 


4 tion, 


ormances in the country ſo clear and ſo intelligible, ſo 
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boy: However, he put the beſt face upon it, and be. 
gan to commend the performance. Was it not tile is n 
ſaid he, Sir, a ſubſtantial diſcourſe? How well con. 
gnected were all the reaſons? How ſtrong the ink. 
rences, and what a variety and number of chem erly uſe 
It is true, ſaid the uncle; but methinks I want fool | 


have thought, nephew, you would have treated nz 

two days juſt alike ; yeſterday at home, and to-day a 
church, the firſt courſe was Greet, and all the reſt men te reſt o 
Skeleton. rd | 
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tion, in order to fix it in their memories, and improzs 
by it at home. ; 

Ihe young gentleman was ſomewhat out of coun. 
tenance when the ſermon was done, for he: miſled al 


to then 
8 occurren 


Z ment cal 


Wit for the 
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. that life and ſpirit, that pathetic amplification wia 7-46 
_ impreſſed his conſcience when he was but a ſchod pariſh ch 


Wtiments-c 


FE 


292 % N 


peglect t! 


cannot 


7 


3285 


rclieve hi 
ractice, 
book to: 
le. Fo 


. 


here, and I find nothing but bones again. I could ng 
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Wis miniſt 


xXVI. WORDS WITHOUT SPIRIT, I In his 


( MERA was much diſpleaſed with her maid ſervant I, 
for ſome pieces of croſs ill conduct in domelti® , 
affairs. The occaſion of her diſpleaſure was great anlſ&Þ%e4, th 


juſt, but ſhe had not the ſpirit of reproof. Crilon, tht Dublic rel 


partner of her life, happening then to be in his 6 Ind indee: 


ſet, ſhe went up and made her complaint there; he in verities 6 
treated her to excuſe him from the cxconomy of t chide th 


kitchen and the parlour; it was all entirely under he degree 


dominion; and if her maids were fo culpable, ſhe muk ei, he w 
reprove them ſharply : Alas, ſaid ſhe, I cannot chide;W His cor 
however, to ſhew my reſentment, if you will wies, in! 


down a chiding, I will go immediately and read ine co 


- 
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to them.“ This is no fable, but true hiſtory of an 
W occurrence in a family. Now, what better improve, 
ment can be made of it, than to make a parable like 
dit for the ſervice of the church? 5 
Loedborius is a pious man, and worthy miniſter in a 
Wvariſh church; his diſcourſes are well formed, his ſen- 
Riments on almoſt every ſubject are juſt and proper, his 
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OOPS 


4 
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it 


not, ſtile is modern, and not unpolite ; nor does he utterly. 
| cor-WregleRt the paſſions in the turn of his compoſures : Vet 
ine. cannot call him a good preacher, for he does not 
nem? only uſe his written notes to ſecure his method, and to 


$0 


believe his memory, which is a very proper and uſeful 
practice, but he ſcarce ever takes his eye off from his 
book to addreſs himſelf with life and ſpirit to the peo- 
ple. For this reaſon, many of his hearers fall aſleep 
e reſt of them fit from Farnary to December, regard- 
eſs and unconcerned. An air of indolence reigns 
rough the {aces of his auditory, as if it were a mat- 
er of no importance, or not addreſſed to them, and 
Wis miniſtrations have little power or ſucceſs. _ 

In his laſt ſermon he had an uſe of reproof, for ſome 
Fices, which were praiſed, in a public and ſhameleſs 
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IT. 


van rapner, in his pariſh; and, as the apoſtle required 
mel ry, is reprove ſuch ſiune rs before all, ſo he ſup- 
eat aue ſed, that theſe ſins, at leaſt, ought not to eſcape a 
y, thu olic rebuke, The paragraph was well drawn up, 


iis ond indeed it was animated with ſome juſt and awful 
he in. rerities of language; yet he had not courage enough 
of th chide the guilty, nor to animate his voice with any 
der ben degree of zeal. However, the good man did bis 
he mult, he went into the pulpit and read them a chiding. 
chide i His conduct is juſt the ſame, when he deſigns his ad- 
1 Wrün gels, in his paper, to any of the ſofter paihons ;: for, 
read the coldneſs of his pronunciation, and keeping 
eye ever fixed on his notes, he makes very Tittle * 
5 i > 1m Preſſion 
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% MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


impreſſion. on his hearers. When he ſhould awake iWuccels : 


ſenſelefs and obſtinate ſinners, and pluck them as brand What his 
out of the burning, he only reads to them out of hi; {Micelſary « 
book, ſome words of ii, or perhaps an »/ of term; | 
and if he would lament over their impenitence, ani | 

their approaching ruin, he can do no more than real | 
them a chapter of lamentation. POE = A: 


Since there are ſo many of the kindred of L2&9riu; 
in our nation, it js no wonder that ſome of them ariſe 
to vindicate the family and their practice. Do not the 
Engl: ſermons, fay they, exceed thofe of other nz: 
tions, becauſe they are compoſed with ſo much jut: 
neſs and accuracy; and by careful rcading, they ate 
delivered with great exactneſs to the people, without 
truſting one ſentence to the frailty of the memory, or 
the warmth of ſudden imagination: | 

I am ſure it may be replied, that if the Erg/# er. 
mons exceed hots of our neighbours, the Eg 
preachers would exceed theraſelves, if they would Jean 
the art of reading, by the glance of the eye, ſo «Mt 
never to interrupt the force of their argument, nor th: Go haz 
vivacity and pathos of their pronunciation; or i, 
they made themſelves ſo much maſters of what they | 
had written, and delivered it with ſuch life and {eigned e 
| ſpirit, ſuch freedom and ferveney, as though it came it had its 

all freſh from the head and the heart. It 0 5 this an multitud 
of pronouncing, as well as by a warm compofute, that Shoule 
ſome of the French preachers reign over their affemblics, Mpreſſed, . 
like a Cicero or a Demfthenes 5 old, and that with ſuch f t to th 
ſuperior dignity and power, as is ſeldom ſtey now -a bear of 24 
days in an Erg4/ audience, whatſoever eſteem may b* Wk 


3 1 en 
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N WC. Beca 
paid to our writin 88. | E Tenant 7 
A paper, with the moſt pathetic lines written upon of 7h, 
it, has no fear nor hope, no zeal or compaſſion ; it nalin, 
conſcious of no deſign, mor has any . for 5 Fand of « 
uccels 
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Wſucceſs : and a mere reader, who coldly tells the people 
What his paper ſays, ſeems to be as void of all theſe ne- 
Neeſlary qualifications, as his paper is. 


ken 
Nd 

his 
ror; 


and 
read 
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xxXVII. THE CHURCH. YARD. 
ori; 
ariſe 
t the 
na- 
juſt. 
7 are 
hout 
7 Of 


HEN TI enter the church-yard, I love to con- 
F verſe with the dead. See how thick the hil- 
Wocks of mortality ariſe all around me, each of them a 
monument of death, and the covering of a ſon or 
daughter of Adam. Perhaps a thouſand or ten thou- 
5 OP pieces of human nature, heaps upon heaps, lie 
buried in this ſpot of ground; it is the old repoſitory 
Jof the inhabitants of the neighbouring town; a col- 
ection of the ruins of many ages, — the rubbiſh of 
twenty generations. | 


J ſer- 
nglif 
Jeart 
ſo a 
or th 
or ll 
| they 
> and 
came 
his an 
e, that 
nblies, 
th ſuch 
1OW-2- 
nay It 


H I ſay within myſelf, What a multitude of human 
beings, noble creatures, are here reduced to duit !— 
Go has broken his own beſt workmanſhip to pieces, 
and demoliſhed by thouſands the fineſt earthly ſtruc- 
tures of his own e Death has entered in, and 
Ercigned over this town for many ſueceſſive centuries ; 
it had its commiſſion from Gop, and it has devoured 
multitudes of men, 

Should a ſtranger make the enquiry which is ex- 
preſſed, Deut. xxix. 24. Wherefore has the Lord done 
4 bus to the work of his own hands? What meaneth the 
| ; eat of this great anger? The anſwer is ready, ver. * 


Renuant of the Lord God, therefore the Lord has rooted them 
n upon 
1; 1th 
for ti 
accels: 


Bdienation, and hath caft them into auather land, even the 
Wand of corruption and darkneſs, as 7 js at this day, 
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e. Becauſe they have finned ; they have forſaken the c- 


2 of \ land in anger, and in wrath, and iu great in- 
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But have not other towns, cities and villages thei 
church- yards too? My thoughts take the hint, andy 
abroad through all the burying-places of the nation; He ſpirit 
What millions of mankind lie under the ground h pf our a 
urns, or mingled with common clay? Every ancicM 
town and city in the world has burnt or buried all he coun 
inhabitants more than thirty times over: what wide. 
ſpreading flanghter, what lamentable defolation h co death 
death made among the children of men! But the ven. O cou 
geance is juſt in all; each of them are ſinners ; 4 {cover th 
anger of God halb kindted againſt them to bring upon ihn time, as 
the ſirſt curſe that is written in his bork, In the day H gain fre 
thou ſinneſt, thou ſhalt furely die, Gen. ii. 1 7. Hi erſe for 

Go to the church- yard then, O ſinful and though. Who is! 
leſs mortals ; go learn from every tomb: ſtone, and ri. vould rc 
ling hillock, that the wages of jr is dearth. Learn u band, a 
ſilenee among the dead, that leſſon which infinitel; Y caſt of 


concerns all the living; nor let thy heart be ever at ring hi 
till thou art acquainted with rs us, who 7s the re/ur While h 
wedtion and the life*, | | 5 hrows c 
| 1 youre 

beauty a 


XXVIII. TOA PAINTER, RESTO RINO once paſ 
AN OED PICTURE, of an a 

1 5 8 | ſtrong, 

SIR, | . colo 

\ \ THIEN you fake a review of the former labour Peal forr 
8. of your pencil, and retouch the features d Withers 
Jdalio with ſo ſkilful a hand, you remove the brow 
veil which rolling years have ſpread over them, an 
5 brighten 


* The Reader cz ſee theſe hints beautifully enlarged on, by 
conſulting the juſtly celebrated Mr, Hegyay's Medal 
amgng the Tombs. 
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* 7177 
ther righten all the piece into its early form and loyeli- 
dels. There riſes a freſh vigour upon the looks, and 
tion, he ſpirit, of the p et is infuſed again into the image 
1d in f our aged friend. We ſee and wonder how the eyes 
acien eſume their youth and fire; what a genius glows in 
all ne countenance ; and new light and life are ſcattered 
wide. borer all the ſhadow of the man, who himſelf is haſting 
n ha to death and darkneſs. | „5 a 
ven. O could you renew all the living originals, and re- 
11d th: 

! thn time, as eaſily as your pencil calls their portraits back 

tha 
erſe for wealth and fame. Even the groſſeſt ſenſualiſt, 
Who is ſtrongly attached to his cups and his amours, 


ug | 
q Evould relinquiſh them both to make his way to your 


nd fi. 
arn in 
niteh 
at ret 

re/ut: 


n caſt of your favour : Arato, the decrepid miſer, would 
Purs his mines of gold, and lay them at your feet; 
throws down her cards in haſte to increaſe the crowd 
at your door, and intreat the bleſſings of your art. 
But nature, alas! hath fixed the limits of youth, 
beauty and vigour; narrow limits indeed! and When 
once paſſed, they are unrepaſſable. The broken lines 
of an ancient painting may be re- united and grow 
ſtrong, the features may rife round and elevated, and 
the colours glow again with ſprightly youth ; but our 
Ppeal form grows cold and pale; it finks, it flattens, it 
rec „ ithers into wrinkles ; the decay is reſiſtleſs and per- 
brou petual, and recovery lies beyond the reach of hope, 
brot - : . | nnd ens; 
4 This ſhadow of Idalio, touched by your pencil, lives 
; 1:5 $91, and will ſee another age; but the ſubſtance dies 
8 daily, and is ready to drop into the duſt. 


on, Io this point of mortality, ſince it is certain and 
aral inevitable, let us often direct our eyes; let our ſcat- 


INC 


about 


* & 


Wcover them from the deformations and diſgraces of 


gain from age, you would be the firſt man in the uni- 


hand, and offer all the remnant of his 1 for 


hile his daughter Quadrilla, in her fortieth year, 


tered 
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| 
tered thoughts be recollected from all their wandering, Wi 
"and pay a daily viſit to death. Acquaintance with hat bloo! 
in the 5 of Chriſtianity, will diſpel its darkeſt tet 5 ath natu! 
'rors. And ſince Idalis and Apelles, poets and painter, \ he roſy 1 
with all their ſprightly airs, are borne away with th: lancing 
reſt of A y the ſweeping torrent of time, h 
us hold the period of life ever in our view, let us er ſhape 
keep our ſpirits awake, and guard againſt a ſurprik, Al heaver 
O may your ſoul and mine never ſtart back from th hen the 
gloomy gate, which opens a paſſage into the world of nd fancy 
Wirte We know we muſt leave our fleſh behind 


us in the grave; and there let it lie till it hath finiſhe 
the time of its appointed purification; let it lie and 
refine from all the dregs "4 fin and ſenſual impurities; 
let it wait for the beams of the laſt morning, and (a 
tute the dawn of the great rifing-day.—Glorious and 
ſurpriſing day indebd. for the reſtoration of all the ori 
ginals of mankind, when paintings and ſhadows hal 
be no more! Bleſſed hour, when our duft, at the 
creating call of Heaven, fhall ſtart up into Max; 
1. ſhall glow with new life and immortal colour, 
ſuch as nature, in her gayeſt ſcenes, hath never dif. | 
played; ſuch as the dreams of poets were never abe {And mig 


to repreſent, nor the pallet of T iziar ever knew, racing 
. 1 | Fecure o 
XXIX. ON THE SIGHT OF QUEEN er cro- 
MARY, IN THE YEAR 1694. And mi 

5 WE 6 er bea 


SAW m' illoſtrious form , I ſaw 
Beauty that gave the nations law ; 
Her eyes, like mercy on a throne, 


In condeſcending grandeur ſhone, 


= wall ce - N 22 
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That 
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II. 

That blooming face! how lovely fair 

ath nature mix'd her wonders there! 
The roſy morn ſuch luſtre ſnows 
Planeing along the PD nows. 
er ſhape, her motion, and her mien, 
Al heavenly ; ſuch are angels ſeen, 
When the bright vifion grows intenſe, 
And fancy aids our feebler 52 
; arth's proudeſt idols dare not vie 
BY ith ſuch ſuperior Majeſty : 
{A kindling vapour might as foon — 
Riſe from the bogs, and 1 the moon. 
: call no Raphael from his reſt ; 
Puch charms can never be expreſs'd: 
Fencil and paint were never made 
To draw pure light without 1 ſhade. 
Parraix beholds her Queen with pride, 
And mighty WILLIAM at her fide 
racing the throne, while at her feet 
With humble joy three nations meet. 


EGS is 


5 


Fecure of empire, ſhe might lay 

Her crown, her robes, and ſtate away, 
And midſt ten thouſand nymphs be ſeen : 
Her beauty would proclaim the queen. 


. he 


| —  ' EranonTHOS?TS. 
{ „ ee een 

Her guardian angel heard my ſong. 
Fond man, he cry'd, forbear to wrong 
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Wl oft her ir 


My lovely charge. So vulgar eyes F 
Peek the d 


Gaze at the ſtars, and praile the ſkies, 


IX. Pr ſtay : 
Rudely they praiſe, who dwell below er Gro 
And Heaven's true glories never know, 1 hat cam 
Where ſtars and planets : are no more Pall raiſe 
Than pebbles ſcatter d on the floor, _ AIRBOU 

+ £ | Var on hi 


So, where celeſtial virtyes jein 4 

Form an incomparable mind, | 
Crowns, ſcepters, beauties, charms, and air, 
Stand but as ſhining ſervants there. | 


Fee Auſpicior 


$ Bud the 4 


— 


* 
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XXX. ON THE ErraGiza or HIS 8 Hich. 
Ess GEORGE, LaTz PRINCE OT DENMARK, 
axp Lord HIicH ADMIRAL or GREAT-BRi- 
TAIN, MADE IN WAX, AND. /SEATED AT A 
BANQUET, NEAR THE EFFIGIES OF HER Ma. 
JESTY QUEEN ANNE. 


— | 010 


beautiful 


All happily N iu a wery wear D wo the hut the c 
Life, by. ihe +- 1705. danger; 

Pnother, 

O look'd the hero, comi > from the hk 5 y heart 

Of naval counſels, and put off his ſword, Bord: ! be: 

So ſat the Prince, when. 4 5 a ſmiling air %% the 


He reliſh'd Life, and pleas'd his SovERBIGH 1158 ban 

Surpriſing form! ſcarce with a ſofter mien Wanger t 

Did his firſt love addreſs his future Qp RE N. | End tre 
Publiſh the wonder, fame*. But, O! forbear 

T' approach the palace and the royal ear, | 


This poem was written juſt after prince CT oN 63's death, 
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et her impatient love and wiſhing eye 

Peck the dear image, gaze, and mourn, and die. 
r tay : the royal mourner wlll believe 

er GroRGE reſtor'd, and ſo forget to grieve, 
hat cannot Chry/s do? "Thoſe artful hands 
Shall raiſe the hero: Lo, in arms he ſtands : 
F.:zz0URN , and Ly Ak ſubmiſſive ſhall eſpy 
Var on his brow, and orders in his eye, 
Wuſpicions, juſt, and wiſe: The fleet obeys, 
And the French Pirates flee the Britiſb ſeas, 


wats _ 


Ich. 
ARK, 
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ſeaſon, with the branches of it promiſing plenteous 
Wruit : The ſtock was ſurrounded with ſeven or eight 


Woot at a ſmall diſtance, and ſeemed to compoſe a 
Peautiful defence and ornament for the mother-tree ; 
But the gardener, who eſpied their growth, knew the 
danger; he cut down thoſe tender ſuckers one after 
another, and laid them in the duſt. I pitied them in 
my heart, and ſaid, How pretty were. theſe young ftand- 
garde] how much like the parent! hiw elegantly clothed 
With the raiment of ſummer! and each of them might have 
eon to & fruitful tree : But they ſtood too near to en- 
anger the ſtock; they drew away the ſap, the heart, 
and ſtrength of it, ſo far as to injure the fruit, and 


the 


IR. 


arken the hopeful proſpect of autumn. The pru- 
ing knife appeared unkind indeed, but the gardener WAS 
ic; for the tree flouriſhed more ſenſibly, the fruit 

grew 
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ge, and the ingathering at laſt was ph 
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grew fair and la 
teous and joy ful. 
ve me leave, Velina, to perſuade you int 
Shall 1 compare you to this tree in th 
garden of God? Your agreeable qualifications feem 
romiſe various fruits, of faith, of love, of univerſy 
holineſs and ſervice: you have had many of th 
young ſuckers ſpringing up around you; they Rog 

awhile your {ſweet ornaments and your joy, and ea 

of them might have grown up to a perfection of like 
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this parable 
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neſs, and each might have become a parent- tree: hut 
ſay, did they never draw your heart off from God r Ii 
you never feel them ſtealing any of thoſe ſeaſons d 
devotion, or thoſe warm affections that were firſt an 
ſupremely due to him that made you? Did they nd 
ſtand a little too near the ſoul? And when they han 
been cut off ſucceſſively, and laid one after another i 
the duſt, have you not found your heart running out 
more toward GoD, and living more 
him? Are you not now devoting your 
to God every day, ſince the laſt was take 
you not aiming at ſome greater fruitſuln 


erpetually upon 


elf more entire 


| eſs and ſervig 
than in times paſt?— If ſo, then repine not at the prot 
ing knife; but adore the conduct of the heaven) 


Huſbandman, and ſay, 41 his WAYS are Wiſdom a 


But J have not yet done with my parable. Wha 
the granary was well ſtored with excellent fruit, and 
before the winter came upon the tree, the gardene 
took it up by the roots, and it appeared as dead, Bu 
| was not to deſtroy it utterly ; for he n. 
moved it far away from that ſpot of earth, where |! 
bad ſtood, and planted it in a hill of richer mould 
which was ſufficient to nouriſh it with all its at 
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I, 


a. The ſpring appeared, the tree budded into life 
N zuin, and all thoſe fair little ſtandards, that had been 
ou oft, broke out of the ground atreſh, and ſtood up 
in wund it (a ſweet young grove) flouriſhing in beauty 
emed immortal vigour. ee 19 9 | 
ive You know now where you are, Velina, and that I 
Fee carried you to the hill of Paradiſe, to the bleſſed 
- 8, our of the reſurrection. What an unknown joy will 
d e be, when you have fulfilled all the fruits of righte- 
'f li} nels, in this lower world, to be tranſplanted to 
©: % it heavenly mountain! What a divine rapture and 
D priſe of bleſſedneſs, to ſee all your little offspring 
ons und you that day, ſpringing out of the duſt at once, 
it king a fairer and brighter appearance in that upper 


garden of God, and rejoicing together, (a ſweet com- 


* any) all partakers with you of the ſame happy immor- 
ther ality; all fitted to bear heavenly fruit, without the 
ng on ced or danger of a pruning- knife. Look forward, by 
y dpa aith, to this glorious morning, and admire the whole 
ntirehcheme of providence and grace. Give cheerful honours 
7? An eforchand to your almighty. and all-wiſe Governor, 
ſerre bo, by his unſearchable counſels," has fulfilled your 


e prut: 


1 


1m au and, which made the painful ſeparation on earth, ſhall 
pin you and your babes together in his own heavenly ha- 
Wel itation, never to be divided again, though the method 


it, an8"2y be painful to fleſh-and blood. Fathers ſhall not 
ardene hope in vain, nor mothers bring forth for * troubles 


4. Bu a are the ſeed of the bleed of the Lord, and their off 


he ing with them, Iſa. Ixv. 23. Then ſhall yon ſay, £ 


here d. here am I, and the children that-thou haſt giver 
mould For he is your God, aud the Grd of your feed, in 
attend. a” verlaſuing covenant. AMEN, | 
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peſt wiſhes, and ſecured your dear infants to you for 
vember, though not juſt in your own- way: that bleſſed 
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I 
ml ootobbud om ole ou nrots. 7 mcg of. t why ſh 
XXXII. EARTH, HEAVEN, AND HELL Wece, of e 
JJ ling to 
| I BAVE often tried to ſtrip death of its fright 12 ſo 
colours, and make all the terrible airs: of it vai ce! 
| Into ſoftneſs and delight: To this end, among c Death, t 
rovings of thought, I have ſometimes illuſtrated ork entry, 
myſelf the whole creation, as one immenſe buildiniſuſe, inte 
with different apartments, all under the immedau d glorio! 
poſſeſſion and government of the great Creator. s and ſy 
One ſort of theſe manſions are httle, narrow, dau enward, 
damp rooms; where there is much confinement, vill gleam, 
little good company, and ſuch a clog upon one's led to p. 
tural ſpirits, that a man cannot think or talk with fa | 
dom, nor exert his underſtanding, or any of his inte 
lectual powers with glory or pleaſure, Ihis is th es 
earth in which we dwell, | 3. 65:36-5 XXIII. 
A ſecond ſort are ſpacious, lightſome, airy, adi . _ . 
ſerene courts, open to the ſummer ſky; or, at EH XH. 
admitting all the valuable qualities of ſun and air, wit WMV: V b 
out the inconveniences ; where there are thouſands M nhͤle an 
moſt delightful companions, and every thing that caſiiſ ing of 
give one pleaſure, and make one capable and fit to gi tor its 
pleaſure to others. 'This is the heaven we hope for. Nat hurt 
A third fort of apartments are open and ſpacio v iſible ſ 
too, but under a wintry ſky, with perpetual ftorms douſands 
bail, rain, and wind, thunder, lightning, and evenMWommon 
thing that is painful and offenſive; and all this amo If any 
millions of wretched companions, curſing the pla ch a we 
tormenting one another, and each endeavouring to id for t 
_ creaſe the public and univerſal miſery. This is een valu 
Now, what a dreadful thing is it to be driven out only f. 
one of the firſt narrow duſky cells into the third ſort ¶ ruction 
apartment, where the change of the room is infinite Have bee: 


worſt!— No wonder that ſinners are afraid to di b the we 


Put 


hy ſhopld a ſoul that has good hope, through 


Nee, of entering into the ſerene apartment, be un- 
ling to leave the narrow ſmoky priſon he has 
elt in ſo long, and under ſuch; loads of inconve- 


ELL 
right 


t vaniiEnce? 0 | "EAT 529 75 
g c Death, to a good man, is but paſſing through a 
ated Hk entry, out of one little duſky room of his "26, a 8 
aildanſe, into another that is fair and large, lightſome 


d glorious, and divinely entertaining. O may the 


media | 
W's and ſplendors of my heavenly apartment ſhoot far 


„ dan ard, and gild the dark entry with ſuch a cheer- 
it, ven! gleam, as to baniſh, every fear when I ſhall be 
ne's ni . | 


led to paſs through! 
G7 oa 
is inte 
s 15 tly 


8 EEE 
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8 


. hand. 
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Ill. A HORNET's NEST DESTROYED. 
y, all a h ; . | 


at eat XJ HAT curious little creatures are theſe ! how. 


r, wü bright and beautiful the body of them! how 
ands mhle and ſprightly the ſeveral limbs! how ſwift the 


nat Ol 
to gi 
e for, 
Paciou 
Orms( 
| even 
among 
| place 
to ir 
Hell. 
out al 
ſort 
finitely 
to dit; 


I 


ling of this inſect for flight, and the ſting as dread- 
Þ! tor its own defence, and for the puniſhment of thoſe 
Wat hurt it. What rich contrivance is there in all the 
pviſible ſprings of this little engine! and yet here are 


mmon eartnn Ares wit bs 4 

If any artiſt among men could have framed but one 
ch a wonderful machine as this, it would have been 
ld for thouſands: of gold and filver, it would have 
geen valued at the price of royal treaſures, and thought 
only for the cabinet of the greateſt princes. The de- 
Nruction of ſuch a rare piece of workmanſhip would 


ands of theſe 


& the work of Gov, and here arc thou 
EF | | elegant 


bouſands of them deſtroyed at once, and reduced to 


dave been an uncompenſable loſs 1, men; but it 
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elegant ſtructures demoliſhed, and caſt out to the dung. XIV. 
hill, without any concern or injury to GoD or mn: | 
Glorious indeed, and all divine is the magnificence MN NCTE 
the great Creator! With what a profuſion doth he po ſover 
out the riches of his art, even amoneſt the meaner pam Way over t. 
of the creation! he makes yearly, millions of thoſe a. Npoſite to 
mals without labor, and he can part with millions on Wk world be 
of his kingdom without loſs, _ FED ren well as tl 

yet theſe are not ſuperfluous or uſeleſs beings in out far 
the dominions of Gop. There was a time when |: Mifþrity, wit 
raiſed an army of them, and ſent them upon a gia Why did 
expedition, to drive the nations of the Canaani'es anti the ſor 


their kings out of their own land, when he wou their p 
plant his beloved nel there, Exod. xxiii. 28. cds alwa' 
xxiv. 12. Thus he knows how to employ then, i ages, : 
when and where he pleaſes: but he gives leave to eren ladies o 
man to deſtroy their neſts and their armies, hereſo- Ntury anc 
ever they become a nuiſance to him; for, if he, want a- days 
them himfelf, he can ſummon them from the mol lbulders, \ 


diſtant parts of the world, and they ſhall come at his much co 
firſt call. He can % for the fly that ze in the utternfWitherof 
parts of Egypt, and the bee that is in the land of Ar, Wh cnongl 
. Ifa. vii. 18. and they ſhall'range themſelves under hs Mleſent mo. 
banner to execute his dreadfuf commiſſion. Or, if | the mo 
the whole creation does not afford legions of them ſuf. NHmodiot 
ficient for his purpoſe, Hr, who could animate the Wbvenienc: 
duſt of the earth into lice, Excd. viii. 16. can com. t all ſta 
mand all the ſands of the fea tmto ſwarms of hornets; Wl ſome » 
or he can call millions out of nothing into being with Neerning 
a word, all dreſſed in their proper livery, and armed Meal. 
with their ſtings to carry on his war. What can be iet if ri 
wanting to that Gov whothas all the uncreated and word, 
unknown world of poſſibles within the reach of his ch ſhou 
voice? He calleth the things that ate not, as though thry {re are ſc 
doe, Rom. iv. e e ee ED; W:ced to 


XXXIV. 


— 


* 


\, | | | | | 
lung AIV. CITATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS.” 
man. £62] Bei * ING. | 
ce ANCIENT Cuſtom and modern Fachion are two 
pour ſovereign tyrants, who bear almoſt an univerſal 
part Way over the practices of mankind. They are directly 
e ari-{ſWpoſite to each other, and they ſhare the empire of 
15 out world between them; The learned and the mighty, 
well as the poor and the fooliſh, obey their dictates 
"gs in out farther inquiry, and ſubmit all to their au- 
en i: Wſrity,, without reſerve, and without reaſon. - / 
gicat Why did the Perſſans worthip the fire, and the Chi- 
„and the ſouls of their anceſtors? Why do the Papiſts 
ond their prayers in Latin, and the Feavs waſh their 
es always before cating? It was the uſage of anci- 
then, ages, and the cuſtom of their fathers, Why did 
eren ladies of Grear-Brutain wear ruffs and fardingales a 
ereſo· Ntury and a half ago? and why do the men of faſhiou 
. want WWv-a-days keep two knots of hair dangling on their 
mol ſbulders, with one long curl behind? Does nature find 
at ls much convenience, or ſpy ſo much decency in it? 
tern itherof the two: but ſtill there is ſuppoſed to he rea- 
Gr, enough for any of theſe oddities, fince it is the 
ler hs {Wſeſent mode. The mode will ſoon reconcile fancy 
Or, i Wl the moſt awkward appearances, and the moſt in- 


m ſuf. FWnnodious practices: but if nature, reaſon, and 
te the Nrenience, make never ſo loud remonſtrances, they: 

com- n ſt all ſtand aſide and ſubmit, while ſome 9/4 enſtuns, 
rnets; ſome near! fairs pronounce their abſolute decrees” 


g with Peerning a thouſand things, and determine without 
armed Wie al. | ET = £1 


an be Net if reaſon, or religion, might have leave to put 


d and word, methinks there are ſome ancient faſhions: 
of his ch ſhould never have been antiquated, as well as 


h they 


Pered to ariſe, 
XIV. 
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Fre are ſome new ones which ſhould never have been 
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It was a faſhion among our grandfathers, to cite; 
worthy or elegant ſentence from ſome author of ch 
bliſhed fame, and that in their converſation, as vel 
As their writings, They would chooſe to expreſs the 
ſentiments in the bright and beautiful language 0 


Aion, t 
me of 
ay CONS 
ittle to b 


ſome ancient poet or philoſopher, which gave ne May I 
life and ſtrength to the period: but, for theſe fy solute!) 
years paſt, you gain the name of a Pedant, if * dorning 
affront the modiſh world with a wiſe and pious 0 mf 
ing, borrowed from one of the ancients in their on Nen 1nſp! 
1 7 „„ ae 

Iwill grant, indeed, that it was a piece of pr hey hone 
vanity, and impertinence, in ſome who lived in then * 
century, to interline all their diſcourſes, and aloe po 
every page of their books, with perpetual ſeraps %%% i 
Greek and Latin; and it became yet more ridiculol we WO 
in ſermons. and treatiſes, which were written only ” HE ta 
the uſe of the Engliſb world, who know nothing _—— 
their mother-tongue but muſt ſo uſeful and entertar EA. 
ing a practice be baniſhed for ever, becauſe it has bi Fong and 
abuſed, and carried to extremes? Suppoſe ] havet private h 
fine and noble ſentiment in my thoughts, which! pll the w 
learned from Seneca or Cicero, muſt J be bound tod herr, as 
liver it in my own rude language, rather than let thd guard in 
ingenious ancients ſpeak it in their own phraſe ; fu (ot fraud 
poling always that the: company, in which I pet ſtomer. 
underſtand the Reman tongue? Is it ſuch a crime! anceſtors 
let Juvenal or Horace ſay an agreeable: and pertint large anc 
thing for me, when I thereby confeſs that I cannot i [Pe wort 
any thing myſelf ſo pertinent and ſo agreeable ? Ar and dinj 

| why may not a David or a Solomon, as well as a Vigh and heay 

2 Milton, Or an Adiliſan, riſe and di nify 8 period, * kitchen 
and then, with their noble, vs. juſt, and elegu weir da! 
lines, and enliven a modern page with their warm u ["entured 
ſplendid images? It is not nature and reaſon, but me maler. 
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Ion, that has branded this practice with the odious 
ame of puritaniſm, or of gedantry; and, 1 think, 1 
Pay congratulate the prefent age, that it begins a 


ittle to be revived, even by writers of the firſt rank. 
May I preſume again to enquire, why we ſhould 


ſolutely renounce the faſhion of our fore-fathers, in 


dorning their churches and their houſes with the wiſe 


Ind pious ſayings of philoſophers, or of prophets and 
nen inſpired ? God himſelf invented this practice, and 
hade it a law for the Jews, his favourite people, that 
Ver bond eorite his Palutes on the poſts of their houſes, 
brd on their gates, to Rtike the eye and heart of them 


that came in. Nor is there any thing ſuperſtitious or 
eo in this matter: the walls of Chriſtian temples 


ere wont to be inſcribed with remarkable precepts of 
piety, taken from the word of Gop; moral and di- 


ine mottos were, in former centuries, thought an or- 
nament to the narrow pannels of their wainſcot, and 


dong and beautiful ſentences ran round the cornice of a 
private houſe, and carried virtue and peace with them 


all the way. That divine rule of equity, Deal abith 


bothers, as you abend har others deal with you, has Road 
guard in a tradeſman's ſhop againſt every appearance 
got fraud, and every temptation to over-reach a cuſ- 


tomer. Cloſets and compting-houſes often told our 


lanceſtors their duty when they were alone; and their 


Parge and ſpacious halls taught virtue and goodneſs to 
the world in fair and legible characters. Ihe parlour 


and dining-room put their friends in mind of Go» 
and heaven, in letters of vermilion and gold; and the 


kitchen and the out-houſes infiructed the ſervants in 
their duty, and reproved them to the face, when they 


2 to Practit iniquity out of the ſight of their 
maſter. | 


I Enow there is a oe to be obſerved in all 


things 
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things of this kind. I am not for paſting up whol: 
pages of morality round the rooms, nor filling ever; 
naked pannel with little Go/hic emblems and ornamentz, 
with pious rhymes or lectures of religion: but me. 
thinks we run to a wide extreme, when we abſolutely 
© exclude every ſuch leſſon of virtue from all the place; 
of our reſidence. And fince the preſent mode has con- 
demned all theſe inſcriptions of truth and goodneſs, ] 
know not what is come in the room of them, unle{; 
it be the filthy abuſe of letters, and a lewd or profane 
couplet graven with a diamond on a pane of glas, 
Our walls in ages paſt wore the ſignatures of honour 
and virtue : now there are too many windows, that a; 
ſoon as they admit the light, diſcover our ſhame, [1 
wonder how any man, that pretends to politeneſs and 
elegancy, ſhould ſcribble ſuch lines as female modeſty 
ought never to ſee, and which the rudeſt tongue of hi 
own ſex ought never to pronounce. he 
* , At other times you ſhall find ſome vile reproach on 
articular perſons, left ſtanding on the glaſs to be read 
y future comers: and thus the ſcandal is conveyed to 
multitudes in a long ſucceſſion ; and every reader, by 


learning the unjuſt reproach, may, in ſome ſenſe, be 


ſaid to increaſe the writer's guilt. 
If they muſt write the names of their miſtreſſes on 
the windows, and deſcribe their beauties there, let 
' them do it in ſuch language as may not offend the 
tongue of modeſty to repeat, nor raiſe a bluſh on tix 


cheek of virtue. 


If the Muſe laviſh her immortal wit 
To paint a fading face, 15 ep 
And the firm diamond the frail] honours write 
Upon the brittle glaſs, | 
Let no foul word pollute that heavenly ray 
Which makes the lines appear: 5 
: Lewdnel 


. 


Lewdne 
eu dne 
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Io blaſt 


If the 
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Wome ex. 
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rather ch: 


mit the 
Wome bea 


mento to 
V 
A 


10le Lewdneſs would taint the ſun- beams in their way; 


nts, 
me. 
tely 
aces 

con. 
s, 1 

nlels 
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laſs, 
nour 
at as 
5 
> and 
deity 
of his 


nings play | 
io blaſt the writer's hand, and ſhake his ſoul with fear. 


If they would write the name of a friend or a ſtranger 
Where, let it be a name of worth and honour ; let it be 


2 


n 
. 


A L BIN US. 


Clear as the glaſs, his ſpotleſs fame, 
And laſting . writes his name. 


pf glaſs muſt be the tablet on which we write, I ſhould 


ch on 
> read 
ed to 
r, by 
e, be 


Wome beam of ſacred knowledge, or ſome uſeful me- 
mento to the mind. | | | 
Words of eternal truth proclaim, 
All mortal joys are vain : 
A diamond pen engraves the theme 
Upon a brittle plain. 
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7 VE Y ſhould you let your wand'ring eyes 
4 Entice your foul to ſhameful fin? 
Nandal and ruin are the prize, 

Vou take ſuch fatal pains to win. 
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er; eu dneſs ſhould ne'er be read but when keen light 


Wome example of virtue, and attended with a due en- 


: | Or if a diamond muſt be uſed for a pen, and a pane 


Father chooſe that thoſe pellucid mediums, which tranſ- 
mit the light of heaven to our eyes, ſhould convey 
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IT. Th 
This brutal vice makes reaſon blind, 
And blots the name with hateful ſtains : 
It waſtes the fleſh, pollutes the mind, 

And tears the heart ae racking pains, 

I. 

Let David ſpeak with heavy groans, 

How it elirane'd his ſoul from Gov, 
Made him complain of broken bones, 

And fill'd his houſe Ty ens and blood. 

: ] o | 

Let Solomon and Samſon tell 

Their melancloly ftories here, | 
How bright they ſhone, how low they fell, 

When ſin's vile pleaſures coſt them dear, 


In vain you chooſe the darkeſt time, 
Dor let the ſun behold the fight : 
In vain you hope to hide your crime 

Behind the curtains of = night: 

| I. 

The wakeful ſtars and midnight moon 
Watch your foul deeds and know your ſhame ; 
And Gov's own eye, like beams of noon, 
Strikes through the ſhade, and marks your name, 
VII. | 
What will you do when Heav'n enquires 
Into theſe ſcenes of ſecret ſin? 
And luſt, with all its guilty fires, 
Shall make your conſcience rage within ? 
. 
How will you curſe your wanton eyes, 
Curſe the lewd partners of your ſhame, 
When death, with horrible ſurpriſe, 

 Shews you the pit of quenchleſs flame? 1 

ce, 


Ts 
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ame, 


- Flee, 
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IX 


Flee, ſinners, flee th' unlawful bed, 

Leſt vengeance ſend you down to dwell 
In che dark regions of the dead, 

| To feed the fierceſt fires of hell. 


— — 
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XXXVI. AGAINST DRUNK EN NES. 


3 + 
FP it not ſtrange that every creature. 
Should know the meaſure of its thirſt, 
(They drink but to ſupport their nature, 
And give due 9 to their duſt ;) 


While man, vile man, whoſe nobler kind 


Should ſcorn to act beneath the beaſt, 
Drowns all the glories of his mind, 

And kills his ſoul to pleaſe his taſte ! 

III. 

O what a hateful, ſhameful ſight, 

Are drunkards reeling through the ſtreet ! 
Now they are fond, and now they tight, 

And pour their ſhame on all they meet. 
Is it ſo exquiſite a pleaſure 
To troll down liquor through the throat, 
And fwill, and know no bounds or meaſure, 

Till ſenſe and reaſon are forgot. 


Do they deſerve th' immortal name 


Of Man, who fink ſo far below? 
Will God, the maker of their frame 
Endure to fee them ſpoil it fo? 
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VT. 
Can they e'er think of Heaven or grace, 
Or hope for glory when they die? 
Can ſuch vile ghoſts expect a place 
Among the ſhining ſouls on high ? 
VII. | 
The meaneſt ſeat is too refin d- 
Io entertain a drunkard there. 
Ye ſinners of this loathſome kind, 
Repent, or periſh in deſpair. 


Pride 
eaſe of 
uhich; 
timatel) 
has ſo 
E without 
thinks! 
eret pol! 
into ne 
enemy. 
If I 

mong m 
merit! 
heart ſv 
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ultice t 
deſerved 
ſures. 


** 


XXXVII. VANITY CONFESSED. 
1 was a ſtrange and thoughtleſs expreſſion of a very 


ingenious author“, Among all the millions of 
vices, ſays he, that J inherit from Adam, I hate 
« eſcaped the firſt and father-ſin of pride.“ And he 
goes on to prove it, by aſſerting his humility, after 


ö 5 . . = . T: ' 4 
many boaſted inſtances of his learning and acquire Wt, 2 
ments. Snrely, thought I, this man lived much 
W breaks t! 
broad, and converſed but little at home; he knee ond 
much of the world, but he was not acquainted wine 
a : . er Maker, 
himſelf; and while he practiſes this vanity in ſo pub 7 3 
75 a manner, he ſtrongly denies that any belongs to ſrnocning 
Im. a 


M 
When I rr 
aifluſe t 
Word. 


Senotus was a man of more mortified ſoul, a fag: 
cious ſelf inquirer while he lived'; and among his mol 
ſecret papers which eſcaped the flames, tkis followin 


ſoliloquy was found after his death, How paſſionateh Wee 
does he mourn this frailty, and with what a becom'n; hate 
ſenſe doth he lament and bewail this original blemin t 

of his nature! It was written before he arrived at h e 


ſacred dignity, but it diſcovers the ſentiments and tit ice 


piety which attended him through all his life. 1 
b | 1100, 


Dr. Brown, in his Religie Medici, 


IN PROSE and VERSE. 103 1 
Pride, faith he, is fo extenſive, ſo univerſal a diſ- 1 
W eaſe of mankind, that I know no par of the infection 4 
which we derive from our firſt father, that has ſo in- 3 | 

'4 
j 


22 


timately mingled itſelf with the whole maſs of blood, 
has ſo much corrupted our beſt powers, and runs, | 
without exception, through the whole race. — Me- 4 
thinks I can Carts move, or ſpeak, but I feel the ſe- 1 
ecret poiſon working, and I am betrayed at every turn WM 


into new folly and guilt by this flattering and ſubtile 28 
6 18 


= If I am accepted in company, and find favour a- 8 
Emong men, how ready am I to impute it to my own bw. 
merit! and if 1 meet with reproach, how does my 1278 
Ehcart ſwell againſt the tongue that uttered it, and I 1 
begin to charge the ignorant world that they have not 
known me! or I accuſe them ſecretly of doing in- 1 
jultice to my character; for I fancy myſelf to have bi: 
deſerved the honours of mankind, and not their cen- | 
ſures. N „ 
Izbis active iniquity is never at reſt; whether I have 1 
Eto do with Gop or man, it beſets me on every ſide, it 1 
breaks the commands of the firſt table, as well as the 
ſecond, detracts from the honour that I owe to my |; 
Maker, and the charity due to my fellow-creatures. | 
I devote myſelf and all my powers to God in the 
morning, and I think I do it with ſolemn fincerity : 
Wien I meditate, I compoſe, or perhaps! preach, and 
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ich a 
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0 pub. 
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a ſags- 


_— f the | 
own 2d But if ſome ſhining thought break into my 5 


Donate!) 


Pride 


Wdifuſe the knowledge of the glory of CuxrsT, my 


Incditations, how fond am I to ſpread and dreſs it, to 
Bake ſelf ſhine a little; and thus ſacrilegiouſly attempt 
o ſnare the honour that is due alone to my Saviouk 
End the goſpel | how cloſely doth the ſerpent-iniquity 
eine about my nature, and defile my moſt religious 
Nervices! Often do I aſſume theſe lines in my lips, and 
4 F 4 with 
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; with the pleaſing pain that belongs to repentance, l », 
propriate the words to myſelf, as though I had bet 
the author of them, FFF F 


W what t 
8 cxalt h 
ed tot 
low ſt: 
E cially i 
E downw 
own, | 
model, 
and gh 
though 
and co 
E judge o 
At a 
diſcour 
tinentl) 
ready 
becauſe 
and yet 
mind! 

what w 
he was 
would 
than I, 
other ſc 
I fin; 
and the 
within 
of thor 
5 60 be 0 
and I fe 
ment, 
Thus i 
E occaſion 
to it, 
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"Tis pride, that buſy fin, 
Spoils all that I perform; ES 
Curſt pride, that creeps ſecurely in, 
And ſwells a haughty worm! 


If I begin to write any divine thoughts in verſe, t 
entertain myſelf, or my fellow-chriſtians, with ho 
welody, 1 find this temper at my right-hand, abuluy 
my poeſy, to the ruin of my religion. 


My God, the ſongs I frame 
Are faithleſs to thy cauſe, 

And ſteal the honours of thy name 
To build their own applauſe. 


Sometimes J raiſe my thoughts a little to conten 
plate my Creator, in the numerous wonders of his pont 
and wiſdom, in his inimitable perfections, and in th 
majeſty and grandeur of his nature; I fall down be 
fore him, confounded in his preſence, My own ide 
of his tranſcendent excellency overwhelm. me with: 

| ſenſe of my own meanneſs, and I lay myſelf low | 
the duſt, whence I and all my fore-fathers ſprang; 
But, perhaps, a ſudden moment turns my thoug! 
aſide to my brethren, my fellow-mortals ; and wha 
J imagine myſelf ſuperior to ſome of them, the wor 

_ *- that lay level with the duſt begins to ſwell and © 
again, and a vain felf-compariſon with creatures 
terrupts the humble proftrations of my ſoul, and ſpas 
my devotion. to my Gop. 


And here it is very aſtoniſhing to conſider up 
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IN PROSE and VERSE. 105 


Chat trifles of circumſtance fooliſh man is ready to 
exalt himſelf above his neighbour, I am even aſham- 
ed to think, that when I ſtand among perſons of a 
low ſtature, and a mean outward appearance, (eſpe- 
© cially if they are utter ſtrangers) I am ready to look 


model, has raiſed this animal bulk upon higher pillars, 
and given me a full and florid aipet, Ridiculous 
| thought, and wild imagination! as though the fize 
| and colour of the brute were the proper meaſure to 
judge of the man! 

At another time, when I have been engaged in free 
diſcourſe, J have heard a ſprightly youth talk moſt per- 


re, h 
h hoh 
abuluy 


"Xi Py n py "We A 3 ee 
N oe N 5 . 1 bh RE nt > ö 8 


on A . ,, 


ready before-hand to deſpiſe whatever he ſhould fay, 
| becauſe. I happened to be born ten years before him; 
and yet how wretchedly inconſiſtent 1s this diſtemper of 


ont what was fpoken by a grave gentleman 3 
vom he was born twenty years before me: My own vanity 
F would perſuade me, that the one was fo much younger 
in U 3 2 
chan I, that he had not yet arrived at ſenſe, arid the 
own 7 72: « 
ether ſo much older, that he had forgotten it. 
YN ] 6 ? If fi d . * o o bo | . 
. I find it is not youth or age, but it is /e/F is the idol 
© with 1 . N . : 0 . 
100 1 and the temptation. My fooliſh heart is apt to ſay 
ſprang within itſelf, even when Jam in the midſt of perſons 
ans f 


| of thought and ſagacity, ** Methinks they ſhould all 
be of my mind, when I have given my opinion; 
and I feel a ſecret inclination to flatter iny own judg- 
ment, though I condemn the young and the old. —- 
Thus is pride buſy and zealous to exalt , on every 
_ occaſion, to ſet up the idol, and make all bow down 
to it. . 

Theſe ſilent and unſeen turns of thought within me 


— 


3 are 


though 
d whe 
e won 
and ri 
tures b 


ad ſpai 


er up 
Will 


E downward upon their undertakings, as beneath my 
own, becauſe nature has formed my limbs by a larger 


| tinently on the propoſed ſubject, but I felt myſelf 


mind! for, I was tempted the next moment to negleR 


106 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, | 
do l find 


are ſo impudent, and fo unreaſonable, that J cann+ 
bear to let them appear even before my own judgment, with gre 
I ſcarce bring them to a trial, for I know they ar chef . 
evil; I condemn them as ſoon as they are born, I ba. bluiſh, a 
niſh them for ever from my ſoul, and forbid their res re 
turn. But ere I am aware they will come to their od ambitio! 
native ſeat again, in ſpite of all the laws and rules of | to be a 
reaſon and religion ; they overleap all the bars and | ver of t 
ences that I raiſe perpetually to keep them out, [ wat 
This wicked pride is a home-born and domeſtic enem, i but it is 
it knows every avenue of the ſoul, and is bardly ſentimer 
excluded even by the ſevereſt watchfulneſs, | lips, an 
We are ſo fond to appear always in the right, that _ felling 
I find myſelf to need a great degree of ſelf-denial, in ®* the f 
order to believe that truth is truth, when I have hap: and ſhot 
ned to fall into a different ſentiment ; and what is human 
this bat pride of heart? I need not go far back ward in | workin 
my-life, to find an inſtance of this folly or madneſs; ing itſel! 
Something of this kind ſo often occurs. | il the p 
- Three days ago I was relating an affair of great con- ob, a 
ſequence, and was oppoſed in my narrative by a friend, 
who knew the whole ſtory perfectly: I felt my heart ”w 
unwilling to yield to his oppoſition, though the rea- 5 
ſonings that attended his narration carried ſuperior light \ 
and force in them; I was hardly convinced that I was 
in the wrong, till I had left the company, and be- 
thought myſelf, This curſed conceit, how it blinds WE Fan 
the eyes to reaſon, and bars our conviction! And it is wherein 
the ſame diſeaſe of the mind that prevents our confel- with ſon 
fion of an error, even when we are-inwardly convin- the wit 
ced of it. It is pride that cramps the organs of ſpeecl; all this 
and makes theſe words, I was miſtaken, ſo hard to pro. order, 
nounce in every language. 0 for: 
When I am debating a point of controverſy, hov WEIS 


tire to 


much am I pleaſed when 1 overcome ! and how ready 
do 


IN PROSE and VERSE. 107 
ol find my tongue to contend for victory too often 
I | with greater ſolicitude than for truth! I feel the miſ- 
"I chief working, though I hate it. I look inward, I 


85 bluſh, and chide myſelf; but, in the next company, 
* nature returns, the inward diſtemper ſtirs again, I am 
1 ambitious of conqueſt in the next diſpute; yet profeſs 
” | to be a Philoſopher, a diſciple of wiſdom, and a lo- 
ee of truth; but J feel Lama ſon of dam. 

and II watch againſt the firſt riſings of this inbred evil; 
"WW but it is before-hand with me: I refolve to ſpeak my 
a E ſentiments with a modeſt air, but vanity fits upon my 


lips, and forms the ſentence, or at leaſt gives ſome 
ſwelling accents to the ſound: Then I foh inwardly 


chat at the fudden reproach, What a vain wretch am 1 ! 


. in and ſhould condemn myſelf as the very vileſt piece of 
. human nature, if I did not obſerve the ſame folly 


working at my right hand and at my left, and ſhew- 


fr ing itſelf all round me in a variety of ſhapes. Were 
ea the progeny of Ewe to be ſummoned to the bar o 
3 | Gop,, and tried upon this indictment, 
_ Alas for poor mankind! 

| Tor ſex nor age is free: 
fen What would become of man? 


1 * What would become of me ? 


d be- 


linde Vaniſſo was in company while this paper was read; 


by vith ſome confuſion broke out thus: What! Segolus, 
a the wiſe and pious, the modeſt and the humble, ſay 
eech, ' all this! Senotus, the venerable man of the Epiſcopal 
0 pro. order, and the glory of our church, talk at this rate! 
P O for an eternal ſucceſſion of ſuch biſhops in every 
bon! i ſee [But what leſſon ſhall 1 learn by it? I will re- 
3 fo ure to my cloſet and ſearch inward; for, how many 
my os BK © vices 


„ wy 


| wherein Senotzs confeſſed this foible of his ſoul ; and 
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vices ſoever hang about me, yet I neyer thought wy 
ö ſelf a proud man before, but I begin to ſubbed me 
now. | 1 | | 


Wy ictue, 1 
Ethan wa 
Happ 
dom, as 
Wdcrs, an 
among v 
4 y man, 
docs he | 


O * FD. _ 


_ —— . 
138 . 4 - 


XXXVIII. PASSION AND REASON, 
MONG the multitude of words that are ut. 


4 tered by the paſſions, you may ſometimes chan | High 
to hear the dictates of reaſon : But if you ſuffer your WF 
ſelf to be ruffled, and return wrath for wrath, you be placi 


effectually ſtop. your ears againit her ſofter voice, that 

you cannot believe there was a ſyllable of reaſon in al 
the diſcourſe of your opponent; and thus, by induly. 
ing the ſpirit of contradiftion, you forbid your on 


improvement. | "No 
Tranguillus is a gentleman of a penetrating judgment 1 
and a ſedate temper : 4/trape is = partner of his life; Th: 
a perſon of good underſtanding, but her imagination wen 
far exceeds : there is great brightneſs in her conver WF Ane 
tion, but her paſſions are warm, and-ſhe ſo far forg f 1 
herſelf, that her voice is ſometimes a little elevated, 
even while company is preſent, When the clouds gs "Mu 
ther, and the ſtorm riſes, Tranguillus yields to the c p14 
cumſtances of the hour; he knows it is in vain to dM Or 
bate with a tempeſt, or reprove a whirlwind, but h. : 
calmly expects ſilence and fair weather to-morrow. WE re, 
Many a time has the good man confeſſed, that WW 0.4 
has gained ſome uſeful hints of knowledge under tho 2 
lectures: for I have worn out, ſaid he, many a can = 


paign: I have learned to read truth by the flaſh «i : 
gunpowder, and to hearken to good ſenſe even wit 
the cannons roar, Her admonitions are aſſiſtant to ni 
vine 


is PROSE and VERSE. | rog 


Pittue, though ſometimes they are pronounced louder 
Ethan was needful. FL | | 
Happy man, who has grown ſo familiar with wiſ. 
dom, as to diſtinguiſh her voice in the midſt of thun- 
ders, and to Know and venerate that divine fun beam 
Emong whole ſheets and volumes of lightning! Hap- 
&y man, whoſe ſoul never kindles at thoſe flaſhes, nor 
does he find his tongue inclined to echo to the noiſe! 

| 4/rape indeed would do well to correct her temper ; 
but one would be almoſt content to live a month among 
Whoſe ſtorms, if one might but gain, by that means, 
che placid and lively virtues of Tranguillus. 


1 


N. 


re ut- 
hance 
your: 
Ou {0 
, that 
in all 


wuly: | Bo Aſtrape forbear to blaze, 

r own As lightning does with dreadful rays, 
Nor ſpoil the beauties of her face, 

zment, Io arm her tongue with thunder: 

s life; That reaſon hardly looks divine, 

mati Where ſo much fire and ſound combine, 

werfe And make the way for wit to ſhine 

forget By riving ſenſe aſunder. 

vated, | 8 # 5 | 

5 a Vet if I found her words grow warm, 


I'd learn ſome leſſon by the ſtorm, 

Or guard myſelf at leaſt from harm 
: By yielding like T rangquillus. 

W. WW Tempeits will tear the ſtiffeſt oak, 

that Cedars with all their pride are broke 


1.60 Beneath the fury of that ſtroke 
10 10 That never hurts the willows. 
n whe) | 


t to ni 
virtue 
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famy. A diſcourſe ſo agreeable, ſcattered: the inwarl 
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e 1 85 | jon, an 
XXXIX. ONE DEVIL CASTING 0OUWS:n6 firk 
| | ANOTHER. r fainting 
5 . ARE. | Thus ha 
| ATRISSA is often indiſpoſed. Her fricMiore the | 
| attend her with moſt obliging viſits, and ſoreWiſhed ways t 
times give her relief in a gloomy hour, Laſt Vt a ftran; 
the was ſeized with her uſual diſcompoſures : tyo r bach ca 
dies of her greateſt intimacy fpent the afternoon in he ce 
her chamber; they talked of public buſineſs, and H ben the f 
commotions of the World: ſhe was all filence and uWhat he cou 
moved. They brought in virtue and religion, àf hut I re 
tried to raiſe the converſation to Heaven: her {oWhaltiſed by 
was very heavy ſtill, and her ears were liſtleſs. Thee rules of 
deſcended to common trifles, ſurveyed the green fe fre this e 
through the window, and bleſt the tine weather and iH ong Ch 
warm ſun-ſhine : Latriſſa was all cloudy within, aniWpirit! to 
received the talk very cold. ne evil ſp 
When they found all theſe: attempts were in van O the i} 
they ran, to the charming topic of dreſs and faſhion reproac! 
gay colours and new habits, they traverſed the park i! n, 
and rehearſed the birth day; but even this would a gd 
waken no pleaſing airs, not introduce one ſmile, not f the ch 
ſcarce provoke an anſwer. YO er neight 
At laſt one of the viſitants happened to mention H rank { 
name or two, for which Latriſſa had a known averi-t her tem 


on, and began to expoſe their conduct and their cha 
rafter. Lairiſſa ſoon felt the wicked pleaſure: the luſ. 
cious poiſon. wrought powerfully within, her voice 
echoed to every accuſation, and confirmed all the in- NL. EX 


gloom, and awakened her gall and her tongue at once. 
After a: few ſentences paſt, ſhe aſſumed the chair, and 
ingroſſed the whole converſation herſelf. She rallicd 
on. triumphantly for an hour together, without inter: 
1 reg ect | | miſlion, 


AM 
the 
df wit. 
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on, and without wearineſs, though when her 
ends firft came in to ſee her, the could hardly ſpeak 
r fainting. | 5 | e 
Thus have I ſeen an old lap- dog lie ſullen or lazy 


rs 


J 


O 


friend ore the fire, though pretty miſs had tried an hun- 
ſom ways to awaken the creature to activity and play: 
Früher stranger happening to enter the room, the little 
wor bach called up all his natural envy and rage, nor 


oon i 
nd the 
nd un; 
N, at 
er foul 

The 
n held 
and the 
1, and 


vth he ceaſed barking till the ſtranger diſappeared. 
ben the ſullen animal would not play, he let us hear 
at he could bark. f | 

But I reprove myſelf. 'This vice is too big to be 
baſtiſed by ridicule ; for, it is a moſt hateful breach of 
e rules of the goſpel. What a diſmal ſpectacle is it 
ſee this engine of ſcandal ſet on work ſo ſucceſsfully 
. Chriſtians, to drive out the deaf and dumb 
irit! to ſee Satan employed to caſt out Satan, and 
ne evil ſpirit diſpoſſeſſed by another! 


1 vain © the ſhameful guſt and reliſh that ſome people find 
ion reproach and ſlander! The great apoſtle ſays, Speak 
park ei! 5f 129 man; and he excludes railers and rewilers from 
ud dem of heavens Yet Latrifſa performs the duties 


e, not 
er neighbours, and thinks herſelf a Chriſtian of the 


tion M rank ſtill; nor will ſhe ſeenor believe the iniquity 


aver. f her temper, or the guilt of her converſation. 

ir cha. | 3 5 | "$74 755 

he luſ. . — rr > 
voice 3 OS Sort en eee 

he in- HNL. EXCELLENCIES AND DEFECTS 

nward COMPENSATED. . 

Once. 3 | Ty ; 

„ an AME doth not always belong to the active and 

rallied the ſprightly, nor immortal memory to the ſons 


inten- f wit. Gravonius was a perſon of prudence and vir- 
1 a - 
on, | | 


ff the church and the cloſet, rails daily at ſome of 


tue, 
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tue, but rather of a ſlow conception, and a very ny 
derate ſhare of natural vivacity : a man of little dif 


courſe, but much thought. He would ſometimes bring 


thouſand 
be imitat 


forth very valuable ſentences, and {urniſh the company it I 
with wiſe obſervations that he had collected by ma Beitr, 
2 reading, and long acquaintance with men an hand, In 

ooks. He travelled on daily in a regular round g the ſudd 
life and duty to a good old age, he paſſed off the tag to take C 
with honour among his friends, and was remember?" P22 
twenty years after his death. erer reac 
Lycidas was a gentleman of great parts, ſprightyi ue and 
wit, far ſuperior to Gravonius in the powers of the much thi 
mind, and at leaſt equal to him in virtue: he fn ſoor 
bright in every company, and put a luſtre upon all hy penſate 
religion; he was the wender and love of his friend Jonger 
While he lived. He was ſummoned away from th copied b 
world in the bloom of life, deep lamentations wer ſed amo! 
made at his grave, but in a few years time he ya ground, 
forgotten. | after he 
Tow came this to paſs, that what blazed ſo brigl There 
ſhould vaniſh fo ſoon, and be loſt at once? The re there mi 
fon is not far to ſeek. Gravonius kept his hours an tures, tc 
his rounds as conſtant as the ſun ; and his track of lik has wiſe 
was drawn to a great length, and was well known U would! 
the world: He ſaid over his apophthegms and leſſons d advantay 
Yrudence, till his acquaintance had learned them HH ber 38* 
eart. Lycidas was active and ready in all the varictie ly exalt 


of life, but never tied himſelf down to rules, and 
forms, and ſentences, nor could he teach another t 
act as he did: He always entertained his friends wit 
a rich profuſion of new ſentiments. Neither his vi 
nor his wiſdom had any common places: His mann 
and his way was like an eagle in the air, that leave 
no track behind. His converſation and his life had: 

8 | - thouſani 


1 
< 


E 


| abhors 
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naß thouſand beauties in them; but they were neither to 


10 df be imitated, nor ſcarcely rehearſed by another. 
— If I were to live always, ſurely I would wiſh to be 
eder, that T might have my heart ever at my right 


hard, in the phrafe of Solomon; that I might know on 


r — the ſudden how to ſpeak pertinently, and what courſe 
oy co take on every new occurrence of a world that is in 
4 perpetual changes. I would have an underſtanding 


ever ready to ſuggeſt the thing that is proper in every 
time and place. It muſt be allowed, that Lycidas was 
much the more uſeful man on earth, though his name 
was ſoon forgotten. But Grawonius hath this to com- 


righth 
of the 


2 penſate his flowneſs, that, in ſome ſenſe, he lives the 
Friend Jonger for it. His 1 conduct was learned and 
om Un copied by bis family: His ſentences are often rehear- 


5 ſed among his friends; he ſpeaks while he is under 


he wa after he is dea 


There is nothing on earth excellent on all ſides; 
there muſt be ſomething wanting in the beſt of crea- 
tres, to ſhew how far they are from perfection. Gop 
has wiſely ordained it, that excellencies and defects 
{ſhould be mingled amongſt men; advantage and diſ- 


briglit 
ge fes 
1rs and 


of lik 


own ti | 
* advantage are thrown into the balance, the one is ſet 
em U orer againſt the other, that no man might be ſupreme- 
cer ! Exalted, and none utterly contemptible. 

S, and | | 5 


ther to 

Is with 
his wit 
manne 
leares 
e had! 
ouſand 


XII. ENVY DISCOVERED. 


LI ſpeR, and ſo black a character, that every man 
| abhors it, when appearing in its own colours ; and 
| | | | | wholoever 


| ground, and gives advice to the living twenty years 


NVY isa malignant vice; of ſo hateful an af- 
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whoſoever is accuſed, renounces the, charge with in 
dignation. 1 | 1 2 
When Aibon was a boy, and read the deſcription d 
this foul Fury in the books of the Greet and Ring 
Poets, he imagined that it was ſome bedlam that in 
feſted Heathen countries; but he could not beliem 
that ſhe ſhould dwell among Chriftians, and have a 
temple in their very boſoms. _ 
Could one ever ſuppoſe that Envy ſhould mix iti 
with the blood and ſpirits of a good man, or find ay 
room in the ſame heart where there is a ſavour of tue 
religion? Religion conſiſts in an intercourſe of diyins 
and human love; | 73 | 


But Envy ſmiles at ſorrows not her own, 
And laughs to hear a nation groan. 

Bur Envy feeds on infamy and blood, 

And grieves at all that's great and good. 

But Envy pines, becauſe her neighbours thrive, 
And dies to ſee a brother live. 
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Vet this very malignant vice, this fury of hell, make 
her way ſometimes into the very /oz/ that is Corn of G 
and that hopes to be an inhabitant of Heaven: butit 
generally takes care to conceal its name, and to di. 

uiſe its odious appearance, that it may not be known 
in the heart where it dwells. It too often breaks oit 
indeed before the eyes of the world to the ſhame and 
ſcandal of religion, and appears in its own moſt hate. 
ful form, refoicing in miſchief; but it much more tre» 
quently ſits e within, fretting at the peace cui 
0 of ethers, and ſpreads a melancnoly gloon, 
and painful horror round all the chambers of the ſou; 
if the fun but ſhine upon aneighbour's houſe. | 
' * There is many a Chriſtian indulges- this ſecret 1 
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nity, and practiſes this vice without the reproaches 
K/ conſcience, becauſe he cannot believe his conduct 


tion of®Wcſerves this name. And whither can I fend ſuch a 
Runa de to learn the nature of this fin better than to his 
hat in ble? | 5 | SEM 
delice The holy Pſalmiſt was once overtaken with a fit of 


ny; and after he had been divinely convinced and 
named of it, the way wherein he confeſſes and de- 
cribes it is this: That he inlarged his ideas of the 


id an WWroſperity of the wicked, he {pread abroad all their 
f trofWonours and their riches before the eyes of his imagi- 


ation, and magnified every circumſtance of their 
ealth, their ſtrength, and all their comforts of life; 
but he conceals or leſſens all their troubles, as though 
hey had nothing to complain of: while, at the ſame 
me, his mouth was filled with complaints of his own 
orrows; he painted his own grievances upon his fancy 
n the darkeſt colours, and the moſt diſmal ſhapes ; 
nd by the compariſon of their condition and his own, 
lis foul grew much more uneaſy. e TOP 
As For my wicked neighbours, ſays he, they 


are not in trouble like other men, nor are they 
plagued as I am.; their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs ; 
they have more than heart can with ; they oppreſs and 
E proſper; they are encompaſſed with pride and ho- 
F nours ; they are gay and wanton in their garments of 
{ oppreflion and violence; in life their x cf is firm, 
* and they die eaſy, for they have no painful agonies 


in their death: But as for me, the waters of a full 


* cup are wrung out to me; all the day long have I 
u, been plagued, and chaſtened every morning; P/alm 


INH, - I 
Ihe good man, when he felt this evil temper work- 
ping in him, indulged it tov mach at firſt ; but upon a 
EOS jait 


thrive in the world, they increaſe in riches, they 
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mild, my neighbour walks at his pleaſure, he is 
urted and careſſed, and he loves thoſe that careſs 
; but if they knew all that I have heard of him, 
would change their opinion, and regret his ho- 


urs. 
Thus Thorillo grows peeviſh with all around him, 


neighbours are not confined to their chamber too. 
* all his good character, by endeavouring to 

Il; that of his neighbour; nor can you ever pleaſe 
1, unleſs you find fault with ſome of his acquaint- 
ce, and fink their names a little, and diminiſh their 
viſe, | 


d thanks Gop he has no exzy belonging to him. 
mille read the ſeventy-third Halm this morning, 
d could not ſee any thing of his own temper or fea- 
res there. Who will help T herillo to a pair of ſpec- 
les, and aſſiſt his eye-ſight ? | 
had ſcarce written this, when $iby//a entered the 


Ws E om, and when ſhe had read the paper, Surely, ſaid 
une, you have drawn the ag of 7 honillo to the 

ie; for, though I never ſaw the gentleman, yet I 
* ſave heard much of him : I know a brother and 
me er of his, T hozerus and Thoxerina, and am ac- 


all ü 
1s the 
NWar 
ing d 
vn Fa 


quainted with many others of his near relations.“ 


5 


— 


*. 1 GRIDIA was of a ſickly conſtitution, but ſhe was 


.. born of quality; and, having condeſcended to 
ary a private gentleman, ſhe aſſumed a right to be 
perious while her diſtempers made her peeviſh, She 


ak wel 
100ſan 
1! ta 


bail 


| frets away a good part of his own health, becauſe 


Yet Thonillo thinks himſelf a very good Chriſtian, 


IL THE ROUGH MAN SOFTENED. 
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was yoked with a partner of a tall and firm ſtatu tit can 
robuſt and healthy, a man of great courage and ron Hon. F. 
neſs, a very Samſon ; yet his ſoul had a tender paiſÞie, but! 
in it, and would weep and bleed, if touched in He a rea 
right vein, | | one into 1 
' He never knew indeed what ſickneſs meant, a Man is t 
therefore, though he was continually entertained wit; ar 
complaints new and old, yet he ſhewed very little ſym maged th 
pathy with his ſuffering friends under their vario ouſand ye 
pains of nature But he met with many ſharp i ererlaſt 
proaches for want of it, and had daily ſevere lectuie telt in 5 
read to him at home on that occaſion, t grievVou 
One evening he was attacked with more fury than" « 27/7: 
uſual, and it awakened him to make this ſhort reply, , Prov. 
* © Prithee, Egridia, do not labour in vain. Beef or 
ſtock- fiſn may be beaten till it be tender, but the 
© ſoul of a man is neither fleſh nor fiſh; it is not told 
© buffetted into ſoftneſs, nor teized or ſcolded int III. I. 
* compaſſion.” Wn 7h 
Egridia took the hint, and changed her artillery is OW 
order to a conqueſt. In a few days ſhe found that ſtate 
Samſon's heart was not all made of un, but tber take n 
were ſome tender materials in his compoſition. Se e ſee and 
dropt a few tears on him, and the clay grew ſoft; e conſcio1 
practiſed upon him with the arts of kindneſs, and e that a 
melted like wax into compaſiion, before the gente. We 
fire, and began to condole fincerely upon all her con-; we 
plaints. h 1s animal 
Reproaches, like needles, may make uneaſy imprel-Miſough phi 
fions upon a rough temper, and awaken it to fury Mr o 
but every ſurgeon will tell us, that a ca/lozs, or hard it: it is 
fleſh, is to be cured hy ſuppling oils. and not by the pleaſure. 
incifion-knite, Perpetual rhetoric of the clamorouWstaberna 
kind, may at laſt force the conntenance of a Sanni mana, 
perhaps, to imitate pity, for the ſake of his own peace e much 2 


but 
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t it can never teach his ſoul to praRtiſe the tender 
ſion. - Perſecution may ſometimes produce a hypo- 
te, but it is ſoft perſuaſion and kindneſs only, can 


IS, 


lature 
rough 
r pa 
in thi 
one into ſincere tenderneſs. 

Man is the ſa me thing till, as he was in the days of 


t, an 
d wine ; and human nature, in Great- Britain, is to be 
en aged the ſame way as it was in Fudea above two 


ation ofand years ago. The maxims of that philoſopher 


UP re 
ecture 
it grievous words ſtir up ſtrife. By long farbearing, 
en a prince is perſuaded, and a ſoft tongue breaketh the 


y tha | 
vt, Prov. XV, I, XXV. 15. 


eply. 
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put the 
t to be 
d into 
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ll, IGNORANCE OF OURSELVES. 


leryin OW ftrangely are we fituated in this mortal 
d that ſtate! We open our eyes, we employ our ſenſes, 

t there take notice of a thouſand things around us; but 

, ice ſee and know almoſt nothing of ourſelves. We 
ſt; hee conſcious indeed of our being, and therefore we are 
and be e that ave are; but <vhat wwe are, lies deep in dark- 
genes. We ſee and feel theſe limbs, and this fleſh of 
t com- 


animal machine, and ſometimes call it ones, 


mprel Hough philoſophy and reaſon would rather ſay, it is 
fury  b22/e or 7abernacle, becauſe we poſſeſs it, or dwell 
r hard it: it is our eine, becauſe we move and manage it 
by tte pleaſure. But what is this Sey, which dwells in 


norou Ws tabernacle, which poſſeſſes this houſe, which moves 


ann manages this engine and theſe limbs? Here we 
pa t much at a loſs, and our thoughts generally run in- 
5 | 2 Fr 8 


ake a real convert to ſympathy, and turn a heart of 


e everlaſting truths ; and his prudentials will ſtand 
e teſt in all ages, A oft anſaver turneth away wrath, 


5; we are acquainted at leaſt with the outſide of 
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tile confuſion. We know not this Se/F of ours, which 
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to ſome airy forms of being, ſome empty refinement; 
upon {enfible images, ſome thin rarefied ſhape and (ul 


I? 
ügnities w 
Ve 18 fru 


- : s ; thers are 
is conſcious of its own exiſtence, which feels ſo nei 


an union of this fleſh and limbs, and which knows 1 ＋ ne 
multitude of things within us and without us. A fie»: 
priſing Phænomenon of nature is this, that the ſoul of . 


hus ever 
write 5 An 
pf virtue. 
ne magni 
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man, which ranges abroad though the heavens, and the 
earth, and the deep waters, and unfolds a thouſand 
myſteries of nature, which penetrates the ſyſtems 
Rars and ſuns, worlds upon worlds, ſhould be fo un 
happy a ſtranger at home, and not be able to tell hi 
its /e{f is, or what it is made of. | 

And as we are ignorant what ourſelves are in a n 
zural ſenſe, ſo we are as little acquainted with ourſelve 
in a moral reſpect, Self-love, and pride, and variou 
paſſions, throw an everlaſting diſguiſe upon our ol 
temper and conduct. Whether we have any loreh 
qualities in us or no, yet we fondly love ourſelves, ani 
then we readily believe all lovely qualities belong to u 

It is hard, exceeding hard, to convince a lover thi 
any blemiſhes are to be found in the dear centre of hi 


affections ; but we are warm and zealous lovers of di 1 5 
ſelves in all the ages of life. Youth is wild and licent de ** 

ous; but in thoſe years, we perſuade ourſelves thats be 00 
are only making a juſt uſe of liberty. In that {cl each 
of folly we are light and vain, and ſet no bounds Mus mor: 
the frolic humour; yet we fancy it is merely an innd "24" 
cent gaiety of heart, which belongs to the ſprings paths of 
nature, and the blooming hours of life. In the age ice. an 
manhood, a rugged or N temper is angry ar, longe 
quarrelſome; the fretful and the peeviſh in ee geek, as 
if not before, are ever kindling into paſſion and ese Goo 
ment; but they all agree to pronounce their furio image, i 
or fretful conduct a mere neceſſary reproof of the I ne nd 


digniti 
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ügnities which are offered them by the world. Self. 
"we is fruitful of fine names for its own iniquities. 
thers are ſordid and covetous to a ſhameful degree, 
meompaſſionate and cruel to the miſerable; and yet 
hey take this vile practice to be only a juſt exerciſe of 
ugality, and a dutiful care of their own houſhold,— 
hus every vice that belongs to us, 1s conſtrued into a 
ie; and if there are any ſhadows or 1 
ff virtue upon us, theſe poor appearances and ſhadows 
re magnified and realized into the divine qualities of 
n angel. We who paſs theſe juſt cenſures on the fol- 
les of our acquaintance, perhaps approving the very 
ame things in ourſelves, by the influence of the ſame 
native principle of flattery and ſelf-fondneſs. So dif- 
ferent is our judgment of the ſame weakneſſes, when 
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11 wha 


D d 
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Var100888.- and them in ourſelves, and from the ſentence we 

'* "" WMronounce upon them if we fee them in our neigh- 

loreh ur | | 

= "Ty Thus we begin to learn and practiſe early this art of 
g tO vi 

8 


ff deceiving; we grow up in diſguiſe and ſelf flattery, 
and we live unknown to ourſelves. Happy for vs, 
if our eyes are opened to behold the impoſture before 


ver tha 
e of hi 


— e $0 off the ſtage ; for ſuch groſs miſtakes will then 
* be fata, or at leaſt extremely dangerous, when it is 
that go late to correct them. 

at {cen 


Teach me, O my Maker, the knowledge of myſelf ; 


unds ens moral or divine knowledge, which is neceſſary to 


in nmorrect my errors, and to reduce my feet to the ſacred 
ind abs of virtue. Let me fce ſo much of my folly, 
e be ice, and vanity, as to be fond of this wretched Self 
SI "Io longer. Let me grow ſo far out of love with my- 
er „el, as to fly from myſelf to the arms and mercy o 
0 reſer my Gop. There mould and faſhion me, after thine 
. Image, in all the moral qualities of my ſoul; and let 


me find in my ſelf thoſe divine features which will be 


10 iti % | 
digni G | "ever 


at the world of ſouls. 


| M Gov, my Maker, I have called thee my all. 
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ever beautiful in thine eyes! Grant me this blen, 
O Father of ſpirits; for I cannot reſt till I fee wt 
know myſelf made like thee. When this is done, 
can bear the reſt of my ignorance with humble pat. 
ence, till I put off this veil and. diſguiſe of fleſh ; I cn 
wait to learn what fort of being my ſoul is, till I artis 
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XLIV. ABSENCE FROM GOD, WHO 1; 
1 C 


ſatisfying portion, and my eternal good. When 
I contemplate thee, I ſtand amazed at thy grandeur; 
thy wiſdom, thy power, thy fulneſs of bleſſing, wry 
my ſoul up in aſtoniſhment and devout ſilence. 1 
that happy moment my foul cries out, What are cre 
tures, when compared with thee, but mere-ſhadows 
being, and faint reflections of thy light and beauty; 
And yet, (ſtupid as I am,) I ſoon loſe my fight of 
Go, and ſtand gazing upon thy creatures all the day, 
as if beauty and light were theirs in the original. 
What are they all, O my Gop, but empty cilterns 
that can give no relief to a thirſty ſoul, unleſs thou 
ſupply them with rivulets from on high ? And yet we 
crowd about theſe ciſterns, and are attached to them, 
as though they were the unfailing ſprings and foun- 
tains of our bleſſedneſs. Every breath we draw 154 
new and unmerited gift from Heaven: Gop # or lift 


and the length of our days; and yet we are contented t 


ſpend that life far from Heaven, and from Gov, and 


to dwell afar off from him, amidit the regions of mort} 


lity and death. We are ever grovelling in this land of 
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grapes, as though immortal bleſſings were to be drawn' 
from the clods of it. (heb ins | | | 

Our real and eternal intereſt depends more on thy 


123 


Jingle favour, than on the united friendſhip of the whole 


kreation; and yet, fooliſh wanderers that we are! we 
ſent ourſelves from our Gov, and rove far and wide 


to ſeek intereſts and friendſhips among creatures, whoſe ©. 
klaracter is weakneſs, vanity, and diſappointing vex- 


ation, How fond are we of a word or a look from a 
/orm in a high ſtation? How do we careſs them and 
ourt their love, at the expence of virtue and truth, 
and the favour of God our Maker? And yet they are 
nothing without Gob, but he is our all without their 
eare. 1 | 

Should my father and my mother, and every mortal 
nend forſake me, and every good angel take his 


kaniſh into their firſt nothing; thy preſence with me is 
l. ſufficient, thy hand would ſupport my being, and 


ty love would furniſh out an eternity of life and coe- 


pal happineſs. Why then do I tie myſelf ſo faſt to my 
mortal friends, as though .my ſeparation from them 
were certain miſery ? Why do J lean upon creatures 
1th my whole weight, as though nothing elſe could 


vpport me? 


Oh, my Gop! I am convinced that J haye more 
airs, and of far higher importance, to tranſact with 
lee, than with all thy creatures, and yet 1 am ever 
battering with thy ereatures, and ſay little to my 
Job, or at beſt give him a morning or an evening ſa- 
Iutation, and OY. too with indolence and forma- 
ty, Whom have I im heaven or © earth but thee, that. 
an fupply all my wants, and fill up all the vacan- 
es of my heart ? and yet how are my thoughts 

G 2 | and 


— nn; . , ? 4 Pg one x: - 
2 * eg IS) RS 5 Bus AY $5; >; - _— . þ SEE 


Might; ſhould theſe heavens and this earth, with all 
their innumerable inhabitants, diſappear at once, and 
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and hours bufily employed in queſt of ſatisfaction a 
mong the ſhining ſnares, or at beſt among the flatter. 
ing impertinencies of the world; though every ney 


experiment ſhews me they are all unſatisfying ? If || 


happen to find any thing here below made a channel ty 
_ convey ſome bleſſings to me from thy hand, how prone 
am I to make an idol of it, and place it in the room 
of my Gop? | 

How much, alas! do I truſt to my food to nourih, 
and phyſic to heal me! Burt it is thou alone canſt bleſ; 
me with eaſe, nouriſhment, and health, while I dwell 
in this cottage of fleſh and blood. Let medicines and 
phyſicians pronounce deſpair” and death upon me, a 
word of thine can ſhut the mouth of the grave, can 
renew the vigour and bloom of youth, and repair the 
decays of nature. If thou withhold thy vital influ- 
ence, my fleſh languiſhes and expires, even among the 
luxurious proviſions of the table, and the recipes of the 
learned; and it is thou only canſt provide me a bliſsful 
habitation, when this cottage is fallen to the ground, 
Father, into thy hand I commend my ſpirit, when it is 
diſlodged from this mortal tabernacle ; and why ſhould 
I not keep my ſpirit ever near thee, ſince every mo- 
ment I am liable to be turned out of this dwelling, 
and ſent a naked ſtranger into the unknown world of 
ſpirits? | 

It is but a few days and nights more that I can hare 
to do with ſun, moon, and ſtars; a little time will fi- 
niſh all my commerce with this viſible world; but! 
have affairs of infinite and everlaſting moment to tran{- 
act with the great Gop. It is before thy tribunal | 
muſt ſtand as the final Judge of all my conduct, from 
whoſe deciſive ſentence there is no appeal; and yet how 
fond am I, and wretchedly ſolicitous, to . my- 
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ſelf rather to creatures, whoſe opinion and 1 i 
ut 


but emp 
ſtand or 


my etern 


ſhould I, 
cerned al 
my equa 


proaches 
ſacred ar 


my actio 


all the c. 


upon me 
all their 


Forgyr 
wander 
and the 
upidity 
when m. 

And 1 
reſs of 
faireſt in 
of my R 
that hath 
the Fath 
too late 
ſcript of 
very fea 
ever-Iivi 
we may 


[nant of 


and whe 
let me e 


Ido with 


trafic v 


the lon g 


let me 


7 


but empty air. It is by thy judgment that I muſt 
ſtand or fall for ever; the words of thy lips will be 
my eternal bliſs, or my everlaſting woe: why then 
ſhould I, a little inſet, or atom of being, be con- 
cerned about the ſmiles or frowns of my fellow - inſects, 
my equal atoms? Can all their applauſes, or their re- 
proaches, weigh a grain in the divine balance, that 
lacred and tremendous balance of juſtice, in which all 


all the creatures, above and below, frown and ſcowl 


wanderings of a ſinful worm, from thee the highetit 
and the beſt of beings. I am even amazed at my own 
fupidity, that I could live ſo much abſent from thee, 
when my eternal all depends oh thee. 3 

And how much more inexcuſable is my forgetful- 
reſs of my God, ſince he has ſent his own ſon, his 
faireſt image, into fleſh and blood, to put me in mind 
of m Mater, and to teach me what my Gop is? ie 


the Father are One. We happen to be born indeed 
too late for the ſight of his face, but we have the tran- 


exer-Iiving goſpels. There we may read Jzsvus; there 


we may learn the FarRER. O may the little rem- 


nant of my days be ſpent in the preſence of my GOD; 
and when I am conſtrained to converſe with creatures, 
let me ever remember, that I have infinitely more to 


do with my Creator, and thus ſhorten my talk and 


traffic with them, that I may have leiſure to converſe 
the longer with thee. Let me ſee thee in every thing: 
let me read thy name every where; ſounds, ſhapes, 

= G3 Colours, 
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my actions and my ſoul uſelf muſt be weighed? Let 
upon me; if my Creator ſmile, I am happy ; nor can 


all their frownings diminiſh my complete joy. 
Forgive, gracious Go, forgive the paſt follies and 


that hath ſeen me, ſays he, has ſeen the Father; I and 


ſcript of his heart, the true copy of his life, and the 
rery features of his ſoul, conveyed down to us in his 


. * A - 8 2 N e * = . 
* dren ng 2 r 2 1 8 * > td Su rr RIES. 8 N 1 pats. © * 
J 3 A . 4 on: , — 3 : ; Tn l ; * : . 
N ? of R r 2 * m—_ Ys * DD Q © $7 = * * * ier v4” —_— | > CR os 2 
r 3 : bh Oy "ad, ot; a" ts 2 2 r n ee "ff 
_ — ; _— me 0 2 IG 4 * 2 - W n * 
es . pew 15S. 2 x r * —— ͤ — * I 
. 1 1 I * w_ os 1 — — 
* * ac — 
N 0 — aa 
4 2 » 2 2 


CY 


„ . on, Ov. 
RRC 2 , 
Eons - a. e ee . ang 1 £25 8 
PRO S 8 BW 4 wy 

: 1 


P is 
Fat. 


IE 
5 — Pw A ? * 
— AD e 2 * * A at 
K F — 8 — I» a 4 2% Dp * F — COD a C x — * 7 body <p Tiga > # 
« 2 EO a "04 1 2 3 99 2 2 6 AT a9 es ws 1 wy x * 5 * * * — — 
— , MR Rt AE rg BS ot er * = I. 4 . 1 * < . „. 2 ths 


* 


126 MISCELLANEOUS THoUOHA8 


8 motions, and all viſible things, let them 4 
inte an inviſible Gop, Let creatures be nothin 
» but as the books which thou has lent me to i 


b honeſt) 
im for it 
nayed for 


ſtrut me the leſſons of thy power, wi' 
above all, let me derive this gal „ ed. 
the bleſſed Jesus; and may I be ſo wiſe a roficien 2 
in this divine ſchool, as to learn ſome jeff. * 5 
"Train me up among thy vi r wr ann Catly WiWbſerves e 
Ira p among thy viſible works of thy word, 0 
my heavealy Father, by the condeſcending Weben WT the 16 
#4 Fom' and providence, till I am looſened and wei Hel 
ed from all things below Gop; and then give 550 15 oF 
glorious diſmiſſion into that intellectual and hlif l . 
de at. in 7 more immediate manner, 110 . 
30D; and where Gop himſelf is t nſib 
knowledged life of Bo ala bags Gt 
| | only to tl 
3 Fo IE: Feremony 
| Ms pee ———— ne. t 
XLV. FORM W ee _{Withour t 
ALTTY AND SUPERSTITION, Wo a confi 
[Tis a melancholy thing to confider ho! 3 
[ part of nad” Firs. Chitin Borel ty! . 
2 e in erben and important affairs d 1 * | 
religion. They cheat the; 80 i. Þ 
the empty forms of Pe and Rt ion "it 6. 
felves from eternal evils, znd to obtain every blen 6 4 en. 
of the upper and lower world, by mere bodil Ol | "i 2 K 
and the ontward ſhapes of devotion. N | * nt 
The Papiſt ſprinkles himſelf with holy water, ant 7 
helieves that the devil dares not aſſaalt him; he hu 5 my 
„ his forehead with a croſs, and got ſome 1eiig ; 13 
0 a faint about him; and now he imagines himſelf f eg 
well guarded, that he defies the powers of hell. Ut 2 
er prayers in Latin, in full tale and gumber, 1 n 
& counts his ſtring of beads to ſecure his memory at (in 
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's honeſty, and expects Gop ſhould hear and bleſs 
im for it; though he himfelf does not know what he 
rayed for in N fare words and ſyllables. 


T $, 

em al 
othing 
to ih. 


| love: Lille profeſſes the Proteſtant faith, keeps his church, 
e win ns over bis prayer-book, bows at the name of IE“ 
bfcieu es, and makes all the reſponſes in proper time; he 
daily Hoſerves every feſtival, honours the ſaints, receives the 
"2d, Offkcriment at Chritmasrand Eafter, and grows up — 
100s of the power of theſe forms to a full aſſutance of ſal- 


wean ation: Vet Ritillo knows not what you mean by con- 


e mei iaion of fin ; he ſcarce ever thought himſelf to want 

Dliſsfüepentanee, or ſaw and felt his real need of grace and 
1 fre rgivenefs. fonts | : 

ad a Nor is this dangerous piece of ſelf-flattery confined 


ply to thoſe parties of Chriſtians that deal much in 
tremony. Amorphus divides himſelf from the national 
Church, that he may enjoy and practiſe purer worſhip, 

Fithour the inventions of men; he carries his ſcruples 
ION. to a conſiderable length in this way; he dares not be 
reſent at a common funeral, Jeſt he thould appear to 
oin in ſome exceptionable forms; he attends the belt 
bt 5 in their ſeparating meetings, and that 
vith 


great! 
les, ce. 
fairs 0 
es with 
> them: 
bleſnz 
ſervict, 


.. , 0 5 © . - 
an air of zeal and devotion ; he lays his Bible 


very night under his pillow, and reads three chapters 
very morning; he endures, perhaps, many a feoff 
Wor his preciſe practices and punctilios; yet he neglects 
he preat duties of repentance and charity, and puts 
the vain fancy of preciſeneſs and feparation in the room 
of faith, and love, and inward holineſs. 

Poor abuſed mankmd, that feeds on the wind to 
an immortality, and refts on a ſhadow for ſupport in 
natters of everlaſting weight and conſequence! 

Believe me, Amorphus, your mere nonconformity is 


er, and 
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| | a ſaint or the holy water- pot. Your diſguſt againſt 
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eſtabliſhed forms of prayer, will procure no my 


bleſſings from Heaven, than the Latin devotions of XLVI 
prieſt or friar. Superſtition does not always lie in th 
obſervance of more ceremonies than Gop has made HAV] 
or in a mere affectation to ſerve him with rites ar lant | 
forms of the contrivances of men. Anthemerus is ind ſolid 
ſuperſtitious in his hatred of Chr;fmas and Goad- Friday WW cyer beir 
as Hemerino is in the too fond obſervation of then ctom. 
becauſe each of them place their merit in their z ue, in 
about a thing which Gop has left indifferent in H ;nultitud 
word, and for which he owes them no ſpecial reward, 
I be ſevere ſeparatiit, with all his ſingularities, a is b 
the high churchman, with all his rituals and rubric, Whol 
his ſaints and their feſtivals, the ſcrupulous, the pre: 
ciſe, and the ceremonious worſhipper, will be all ſhutout It wz 
together from the kingdom of heaven, if they have nM i; a mar 
better certificate to ſhew at the gates of it, than ſuch hould k 
empty characters as theſe.— Theie ſhapes of profeition, WM d age 
— 64 real piety, have no place in the world of ſp. Nous fin 
rits, and are of no eſteem in Paradiſe, where Gov WM cftioms 
and Angels dwell. Nothing can ever make way for them, 1 
our admiſſion there, but a holy acquaintance wich of then 
Gop, repentance of every known fin, a truſt in Ji. It is 
sus the Saviour; nothing but the life, and Spirit, of cour 
and power of godlineſs; but patience, humility, and gled wi 
ſelf-denial; mortification and watchfulneſs, and faith WM it has a 
that worketh by love. 1 W er to ex 
Mere forms are ſo eaſy a way of getting to heaven, nal na 
that Gap would never allow them to be a ſufficient How en 
title, left his palace ſhould be crowded with ten ti93- WE utude 
ſand hypocrites. Methir 
| | | ments 
| of the 
dily vin 
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XLVI. COWARDICE AND SELF-LOVE. 


HAVE often thought it is a right, noble, and gal- 


lant principle which enables a perſon to paſs a juſt 


and ſolid judgment upon all 9g that occur, without 


ever being warpt aſide by the influence of faſhion and 
cuſtom. It is a noble ſoul that can practiſe ſteady vir- 
tue, in oppoſition to the courſe of the humour of the 
multitude : | 


is brave to meet the world, ſtand faſt among 
Whole crowds, and not be carried in the throng. 


It was a female muſe wrote theſe lines, but there 
is a manly ſpirit and vigour in them. Not that we 
ſhould be fond of running counter to the cuſtom of 
tle age or nation wherein we dwell, out of humour- 
ous Ungularity to ſhew our valour ; but when thoſe 


| cuſtoms have a plain appearance of vice and folly in 


them, we ſhould dare to be virtuous and wiſe in ſpite 
of the world. 8 5 
it is a felicity in human life to have a good degree 


| of courage inwrought into our very frame, and min- 
| gled with our blood and ſpirits. Virtue itſelf, even where 


it has a great aſcendant in the ſoul, has not the pow- 


er to exert itſelf, and ſhine out to the world, it ani- 


nal nature want this brave and hardy temperament. 


| How much do I feel myſelf ſtand in need of this for- 


titnde of conſtitution ? What ſhall I do to acquire it? 
Methinks 1 ſhould be ready to part with a few oriia- 


| ments of the mind, and make an exchange of ſome 
| of the more ſhowy and glittering ſciences tor this bo- 
| Uly virtue (if I may ſo expreſs it) for this complexional 
| bravery, | 


I confet; 


8 5 
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I confeſs there are ſome other and worſe rinciple 
than a mere defect of natural courage which tempt a 
man ſometimes to comply with the faſhion, and to fal 


in roundly with the errors and vices of the times. — 


Some perſons have ſo little love to truth and wirt, 


and ſuch an exceſſive fondneſs for the thing called 
'SELF, that they will never expoſe themſelves to the 


leaſt inconveniency, in order to ſupport the honour of 


wiſdom and religion among men. Such an one wa 
Criſpas, in the fourth Satire of Favenal, who ever 


flattered the court, and ſoothed the ſucceſſive emperors 
in all their vices; and by this means drew out his age 
to fourſcore years. | 


The igitur nunquam direxit brachia contra 
Torrentem, nec civis erat, qui libera poſſet 
Verba animi proferre, & witam impendere were. 
Sic multas hyemes, atque oftogeſima vidit 
Solftitia „ His armis, 2 gabque tutus in auld. 


PARAPHRASED THUS. 


He never was the man that dar'd to ſwim 

_ Againſt the rolling tide, or crofs the ſtream ; 
He was no patriot, nor indulg'd his breath 
Bravely to — his ſenſe, and venture death. 
Thus he ſpun out his ſupple ſoul, and drew 
A length of life amidft a vicious crew, 

Full fourſcore years he ſaw the ſun ariſe, 
Guarded by flattery, and entrench'd in lies: 
For 'twas his ſettled judgment from his youth, 

One grain of eaſe was worth a world of truth. 


But this wretched Self love is ſo vile a ptincipł, 
that it will not only conſtrain a man to avoid his Guy 
ho Ee | | | ut 
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and abominate the principles whence they proceed. L 


daily, Lord, lead us not into tempiation : But if ever L 
ſbould be called to bear witneſs to the truth, and to do 
public honour to religion and virtue, at the expence of 
all my mortal intereſts, I truit the Gop of nature and 
grace to furniſh me with every necetlary talent, and to 
{uphold me with divine fortitude. And, O may I ne- 
ver dare to do a baſe or unworthy action, to the injury 
of my friend or my country, or to the unjuſt detri- 


, 
1. 


inciple, 
8 duty, 
but 


rents, or his country to his own eaſe and ſafety. 


to ſave life itſelf, or to ac 
that can belong to it! 
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but it will oftentimes puſh him upon moſt inhuman 
practices, and make him ſacrifice his friends, his pa- 


+ O curſed idol SeLF! Aids 
The wretch that worſhips thee would dare to trea d! 
Wich impious feet on his own father's head, 

To 'ſcape a riſing wave when ſeas the land invade, 
To gain the ſafety of ſome higher ground, [round 
He'd trample down the dikes that tence his country 
Amidſt a general flood, and leave the nation drown'd. | 


Well, though my natural courage run very low, yet 
| hate theſe characters which have been now deſcribed, 


confeſs, a feeble man and diffident had need to pray 


ment of the meaneit figure among mankind, in order 
quire the richeſt advantages 
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T was the cuſtom, of David, as appears by ſeveral 
of his pfalins; and it was the practice of He 
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and Fonan, kings and prophets, to rehearſe the agony 
of their diſtreſs, when they offered to Heaven thei 
ſongs of deliverance.  'They recollected their houg 
and days of bitterneſs, and the workings of their ſl 
amidſt their ſharp and grievous ſorrows, to make the 
remembrance of their ſa vation ſweeter, and ſo kindle 
the zeal of their gratitude to a higher lame, Is it ; 
matter of blame to imitate ſuch examples? Doth not 
the reaſon hold good in our age, and to all general. 
ons? Why {ſhould a Chriſtian be more afraid to tell the 
world of his afflictions or diſtreſſes than a Few ? (Or, 
why ſhould he he aſhamed to let them know, that 
amidſt theſe finkings of life and nature, Chriſtianity 
and the Goſpel were his ſupport? Amiqdſt all the vio- 
lence of my diſtemper, and the tireſome months of it, 
I thank Gop I never loſt fight of reaſon and religion, 
though ſometimes I had much ado to preſerve the ma. 
chine of animal nature in ſuch order as regularly to 
exerciſe either the man or the Chriſtian, eſpecially 
when I ſhut my eyes to ſeek ſleep and repoſe, and had 
not their aid to fence againſt the diſorderly ferments of 
natural ſpirits. But theſe conflicts are deſcribed in the 
following lines: Bleſſed be Gop for preſerving and 
kealing mercy! | Dl 


Tnovehrs AvD MEDiTATIONS IN A LONG 
SICKNESS, 1712 AND 1713. 


The Hurry of the Spirits, in a Fever, and 
.... ͤ Dijorders. - - 


A FY frame of nature is a ruffled ſea, 
| And my diſeaſe the tempeſt. Nature feels 
A ſtrange commotion in her utmoſt centre; 


"The 
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ones the throne of reaſon ſhakes. Be fill, my thoughts ; 
ther Peace and be ſtill.“ In vain my reaſon gives 

hous The peaceful word, my ſpirits ſtrive in vain | 
r ſoul To calm the tumult and command my thoughts, a 
e the WT his fleſh, this cireling blood, theſe brutal powers 


inde 
s It 3 
h not 
erat. 


Made to obey, turn rebels to the mind, 

Nor hear its laws. The egire rules the mar. 
Unhappy change ! when nature's meaner ſprings 
Fir d to impetuous ferments, break all order; 


11 the When little reſtleſs atoms riſe and reign 
Or, WTy rants in ſovereign uproar,” and impoſe 
„that Ideas on the mind; confus'd ideas 
1anity of non-exiftents and impoſſibles, 
e vi0- Who can deſcribe them? Fragments of old dreams, 
of it, WBorrow'd from midnight, torn from fairy fields 
19100, And fairy ſkies, and regions of the dead, 
ce ma. Abrupt, ilt ſorted. O tis all confuſion ! 


rly to lf 1 but cloſe my eyes, ſtrange images 
cially ln thouſand forms and thouſand colours riſe, : 
d had Stars, rainbows, moons, green dragons, bears, and 
nts of Wn endleſs medley ruſh upon the ſtage [ ghoſts, 
in the nd dance and riot wild in Reaſon's court . 
g and Above control. I'm in a raging ſtorm, 
V bere ſeas and ſkies are blended, while my ſoul 
Like ſome light worthleſs chip of floating cork 
ls toſt from wave to wave: Now overwhelm'd 
With breaking floods, 1 drown, and ſeem to loſe 
All being: Now high-mounted on a ridge 
Ut a tall foaming furge, I'm all at once 
Caught up into the ſtorm, and ride the wind, 
be whiſtling wind; unmanageable ſteed, 
And feeble rider! Hurried many a league 
Oyer the riſing hills of roaring brine, 
Through airy wilds unknown, with dreadful ſpeed 
And infinite ſurpriſe ; till ſome few minutes 


NG 
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Haye ſpent the blaſt, and then perhaps 1 drop nd bett 


Near to the peaceful coaſt; {ome friendly billow ry 
Lodges me on the beach, and I find geft : Izainſt! 
Short reſt I find; for che next rolling ware 228 
Snatches me back again; then ebbing far ore 
Sets me adrift, and I am borne off to ſea, 7 2 
Helpleſs, amidſt the bluſter of the winds, [ My 'G 
Beyond the ken of (hore. | hy 8 ini 
Ah! when will theſe tumultuous ſcenes be gone? 5 
When ſhall this weary ſpirit, toſt with tempeſts, And grac 
Haraſs'd and broken, reach the port of reſt, EL 
And hold it firm ? When ſhall this wayward fleſh ben d 
With all th' irregular ſprings of vital movement HD. 
 Ungovernable return to ſacred order, Has ſeiz 
And pay their duties to the ruling mind? Ne 

| : Amidſt t! 

PACE of CONSCIENCE AND PRAYER Fox Wl 1 

, HEALTH. | O chor 


Nature a 
Theſe fla 


We are th 


WET, gracious Gop, amidſt theſe ſtorms of nature, 
Y: Thine eyes behold a ſweet and ſacred calm 


Reign through the realms of conſcience : All within ff ly frami 
Lies peaceful, all compos d. Tis wondrous grace i 
Keeps off thy terrors from the humble boſom, Who fain 
Though ſtain d with fins and follies, yet ſerene Dreſs the 
In penitential peace and cheerful hope, And with 
Sprink led and guarded with anointing blood. From gui 
Thy vital ſmiles amidR this deſolation dy King 
Like heavenly ſun-beams hid behind the clouds, Have not 
Break, out in happy moments, with bright radiance Why. wild 
Cleaving the gloom; the fair celeſtial light And brok 
Softens and gilds the horrors of the ſtorm, E:chreſtl 
And richeſt cordials to the heart conveys. Works th 
© glorious ſolace of immenſe diftreſs, Fach fern 
A conſcience. and a GOD [ a friend at home, Ab hat heay 


ne? 


FOR 


nature, 
n 
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nd better friend on high! This is wy rock 
Df frm ſupport, wy fhield of ſure de.ence 
N gainſt infernal arrows, Riſe, my ſoul, 
Put on thy courage: here's the living ſpring 
Pf joys divinely ſweet and ever new, 
Yu teacefyl Conſcience and a ſmiling Heaven. 
My Gop, permit a U On to ſay, 
IV Spirit knows 1 lowe thee. | orthleſs wretch, 
ro dare to love a Gop! But grace requires, 
And grace accepts. Thou ſeeſt my labouring ſoul : 
Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true; 
I bears the trying furnace. Love divine 
Conftrains me; I am thine. Incarnate love 
Has ſeiz'd and holds me in almighty arms: 
WHere's my ſalvation, my eternal hope, 

Amidſt the wreck of worlds and dying nature, 
om the Lord's, and he for ever mine. | 
O thou all-powerful Word, at whoſe firſt call 
Nature aroſe; this earth, theſe ſhining heavens, 
I heſe ſtats, in all their ranks, came forth, and ſaid, 
Ve are thy ſervants : Didſt thou not create | 
Mu frame, my breath, my being, and beſtow 
A mind immortal on thy feeble creature 

Who faints before thy 2 Did not thy pity 
Preſs thee in fleſh to die, that I might live, 
Und with thy blood redeem this captive ſoul 
From guilt and death? O thrice adored name, 
bly King, my Saviour, my IMMANUEL, ſay, 
Have not thy eye-lids mark'd my painful toil, 
Ihe wild confuſions of my ſhatter'd powers 
d broken fluttering thoughts? Haſt thou not ſeen 
Each reſtleſs atom that with vexing influence 
Works thro' the maſs of man? Each noxious juice, 
Fach ferment that infeRs the vital humours, | 
That heayes the veins with huge difquietude 


I 35 


And 
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And ſpreads the tumult wide? Do they not lia 
Beneath thy view, and all within thy reach ? 
Yes, all at thy command, and muſt obey 
Thy ſovereign touch: Thy touch is health and life 
And harmony to nature's jarring ſtrings. 


FNCOUR/ 


When thall my midnight-fighs and morning groan ONF 
Riſe through the re of ben, and =. Ihe 
Propitious? See, my ſpirit's ſeeble powers And reach 
Exhal'd and breathing upwards to thy throne, Shake MY 
Like early incenſe climbing through the ſky Lies flutte 
From the warm altar. When ſhall grace and peace V'erpowe 
Deſcend with blefings, like an evening ſhower Here am 
On the parch'd deſart, and renew my bloom? Of breath 
Or muſt thy creature breathe his ſoul away That bear 
In fruitleſs groans, and die £428 | Poor ſtate 
Come, bleſt Phyſician, come attend the moan w glimn 
Of a poor ſuffering wreteh, a plaintive worm, Ile flame 
Cruſh'd in the duſt, and helpleſs. O deſcend, With dou 
Array'd in power and love, and bid me riſe. And read) 
Incarnate Goodneſs, ſend thy influence down Yet m) 
To theſe low regions of mortality Love wou 

Where thou haſt dwelt, and clad in fleſhly weeds Bey one 
Learnt ſy mpathetic ſorrows; ſend and heal © Heavy 
My long and ſore diftreſs. Ten thouſand praiſes Look 
Attend thee: David's harp is ready ſtrung „Ot the 
For the Mr$s51an's* name: A winged flight At friend 

Of ſongs harmonious, and new honours wait To diftan 
The ſteps of moving mercy. | (Le pain 
| My W: 

® At this time my imitation of Davin's Pſalms, in Chriſt Of my 11 
an langusge, was not half done: as faſt as I recovered ſtrength Hangs by 
after this long illneſs, I applied myſelf, by degrees, to finiſh it, beats lik. 

N My woes 
Slow. mo 
The low 
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EXCOURAGED To ROE FOR HEALTH IX Mar, 
December 1712. alles 


ONFIN'D' to fit in ſilence, here I waſte 
Ihe golden hours of youth. If once I ſtir, 
And reach at aQtive life, what ſudden tremors 
Shake my whole frame, and all the poor machine 
Lies uttering ? What ſtrange wild convulſive force 
(Verpowers at once the members and the will;? 

Here am I bound in chains, a uſeleſs load 

Of breathing clay, a burden to the ſeat | 
That bears theſe limbs, a borderer on the grave. 
Poor ſtate of worthleſs being! While the lamp 
Of glimmering life burns languiſhing and dim, 
The flame juſt hovering o'er the dying ſnuff 

With donhtful alternations, half disjoin'd, 

And ready to expire with every blaſt. 

Yet my fond friends would ſpeak a word of hope: 
Love would forbid deſpair : * Look out, they cry, 
« Beyond thefe gloomy damps, while winter hangs 
Heavy on nature, and congeals her powers: 
Look cheerful forward to the vital influence 


TOanz 


hy er 


y Of the returning ſpring ;” 1 rouze my thoughts 
At friendſhip's ſacred voice, I ſend my ſoul 
To diſtant expectation, and ſupport 
[lie painful interval with poor amuſements, 
My watch, the ſolitary kind companion 
of my impriſonment, my faithful watch 
ene. Hangs by; and with a ſhort repeated ſound 
it, Beats like the pulfe of time, and numbers off 


My woes, a long ſucceſſion ; while the finger | 

»0W-moving, points out the ſlow- mov ing minutes; 

The flower hand, the hours. O thou dear engine, 
kT Fd | Thou 
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Thou little braſs accomptant of my life 
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From the | 


Would but the mighty wheels of Heaven and nature ile my 
Once imitate my movements, how my hand Ferve but 1 
Should drive thy dented, pinions round their centres By night I 
With more than ten-fold flight, and whirl away r twelve, 
Theſe clouded wintry ſuns, theſe tedious moons, all on the 
Theſe midnights; every ſtar ſhould ſpeed its race, en quill 
And the ſlow Bears precipitate their way e evenin} 
Around the frozen pole: "Chen promis'd health heſe tedi 


That rides with roſy cheek and blooming grace 
On a May ſun- beam ſhould attend me here 
Before to- merrow ſheds its evening - dew. 


he weary 
hen the 1 
dycet day 


Ah! fooliſn ravings of a fruitleſs wiſh. nd heave 
And ſpirit too impatient! Know'ſt_ thou not, Ingelic w 
My ſoul, the power that made thee ? He alone pelt with 
Who form'd the ſpheres, rolls them in deſtin'd round ear me a. 
Unchangeable. Adore, and truſt, and fear him: \nd heave 
He is the lord of life. Addreſs his throne, and wreſt] 
And wait before his foot, with awful hope Jer powe 
Submiſſive; at his touch diſtemper flies. | From thin 
His eye-lids ſend beams of immortal youth _ o preſen 
Thro' Heaven's bright regions. His all- powerful won here the 
Can create health, and ba the bleſſing come inholy 16 
Amid the wintry: froſt, when nature ſeems From Go 
Congeal'd in death; or with a fovereign frown And boun 
(Though nature blooms all round) he can forbid That fick] 
The bleſling in the ſpring, and chain thee down low long 
To pains and maladies, and grievous bondage 
Throvgh all the cicling ſeaſons. 5 A E 
Tux WI ARISOME WEEKS OF SICKNESS, API 
7 1712, OR 1713. An 


he tiref 
Have the 


FR paſs my days away. The cheerful ſun 
With floy 


Rolls round and gilds the world with lightſon 
Alas! in vain to me; cut off alike © {[ wy 
| rom 
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From the bleſt labours, and the joys of life; 

ile my ſad minutes in their tireſome train 

derve but to meaſure, out my heavy ſorrows. 

by night I count the clock ; perhaps eleven, 

r twelve, or one; then with a wiſhful figh 

all on the Iing'ring hours, Come tao, come five : 

When will the - light come Make haſte ye mornings, 
e evening ſhadows haſte ; wear out theſe days, 

heſe tedious rounds of ſickneſs, and conclude. 

he weary week for ever - : 
hen the ſweet day of ſacred reſt returns, 

dwcet day of reſt, devout to Gop and Heaven, 

nd heavenly buſineſs, purpoſes divine, 

ingelic work; but not to me returns 

Relt with the day: ten thouſand hurrying thoughts 
bear me away tumultuous far from Heaven 
Ind heavenly work. In vain I heave, and toil, 

ind wreſtle with my inward foes in vain, 
Yer power'd,and vanquiſh'd till : they drag me down 
From things celeſtial, and confine my ſeuſe 

opreſent maladies. Unhappy ſtate, 

There the poor ſpirit is ſubdu d t' endure | 

holy idleneſs, a painful abſence py "POE 
From Gop, and heaven, and angels bleſſed work; N 
dad bound to bear the agonies and woes KEE 
That ſickly fleſh and ſbatter'd nerves impoſe. 
low long, O LoRp, how long ? 
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$, APPY for man, that the flow-circling moons. 28 
And long revolving ſeaſons meaſure out | i} } | 

- he tireſome pains of nature! Preſent woes 9 © hk 
un are their ſweet periods. Eaſe and cheerful health xt 


With flow approach (ſo providence ordains) -_ - 
| | a * Reviſit 


222 


as 9 TIES. rt — 
— * n e n 
ee BS $3 
— 2 1 
3 K 
3 — 5 — 4 
— 


- - cad ad. 2 
— > 9 
__ 1 
— — S 
— : AER = * 
2 RI - a 
= E 


pay 
— 
—— 


2 
3 by * ks . 


a5 
3 <” Sxe * of 4 IIS 
— one Of A et SAS ror 3.4 — 7 


— * 2 
2 
—— 
—— ä —— 
3 > Sa 1 8 2 8 
> >. — {US ESE, P 
S 
hd 
— — 


140 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


Reviſit their forſaken manſions kere, 

And days of uſeful life diffuſe their dawn 
O'er the dark cottage of my weary ſoul. 

My vital powers reſume their . now, 
My ſpirit feels her freedom, ſhakes her wings, 
Exults and ſpatiates o'er a thouſand ſcenes, 


Surveys the world, and with full ſtretch of thought 


Graſps her ideas; while impatient zeal 


Awakes my tongue to praiſe. What mortal voice 


Or mortal hand can render to my Gop 

The tribute due? What altars ſhall J raiſe ? 
What grand 1 to proclaim his mercy 
In living lines? Where ſhall 1 find a victim 
Meet to be offered to his ſovereign love, 
And ſolemnize the worſhip and the joy. 


Search well, my ſoul, through all the dark receſſe 


Of nature and ſelf-love, the plies, the folds, 
And hollow-winding caverns of the heart, 
Where flattery hides her fins; ſearch out the foes 


Of thy almighty friend; what lawleſs paſſions, 


What vain defires, what vicious turns of thought 


Lurk there unheeded: Bring them forth to view, 


And ſacrifice the rebels to his honour. 

Well he deſerves this worſhip at thy hands, 
Who pardons thy paſt follies, who reſtores 

Thy mouldring fabric, and withholds thy life 
From the near borders of a gaping grave. 
Almighty Power, I love thee, bliſsful name 

My Healer Ged; and may my inmoſt heart 

Love and adore for ever! O 'tis good 

To wait ſubmiſſive at thy holy throne, 

To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 

Thy frowiis and ſilence with a patient ſoul. 

The hand of mercy is not ſhort to ſave, 

Nor is the ear of heavenly pity deaf 

To mortal eries. It notic'd all my groans, 


And 
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nd fighs, and long complaints, with wiſe delay, 
hough painful to the ſufferer, and thy hand 

proper moment brought defir'd relief. 

Riſe from my couch, ye late enfeebled limbs, 

ove your new ſtrength, and ſhew th' effective ſkill 
the divine Phyſician ; bear away 

is tottering body to his ſacred threſhold : 

ere laden with his honours, let me bow 

fore his feet; let me pronounce his grace, 

onounce ſalvation through his dying Son, 

nd teach this ſinful world the Saviour's name. 

jen riſe, my hymning ſoul, on holy notes | 
ow'rd his high throne ; awake, my choiceſt ſongs, 
vn echoing round the roof, and while you pay 

e ſolemn vows of my diſtreſsful hours, 

thouſand friendly lips ſhall aid the praiſe. 

Ius vs, great Advocate, whoſe pitying eye 

ww my long anguiſh, and with melting heart 

nd powerful interceſſion ſpreadſt my woes 

ith all my groans before the Father-God, 

tar up my praiſes now; thy holy incenſe 

all hallow all my facrifice of joy, 

nd bring theſe accents grateful to his ear. 

ly heart and life, my lips and every power 

batch from the graſp of death, I here devote, 

thy bleſs'd hand, an offering to his name. 

. Amen, Hallelujah. 
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VIII. THE DEIST AND THE CHRISTIAN. 


Ar PISTUS went into a church one morning, 1 
becauſe he knew not how to employ the hour, = 
d heard the text out of Rom. xii. 1. I beſeech you 1 
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| ſtance of divine mercy, in ſending his own Son Curist 
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| his body on the tree, Here Apiftus begun to be ruiſte 


of the church, and with an air of mingled indigne 


amine the merits of this caufe. Our Bibte oblives 18 
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therefore, brethren, by the mercics of God, that you preſi 
pong 14S 2 living fen fer, Holy, acteptabl: F Hy 
avhich is your reaſonable ſervice. ** Well, ſaid he x 
* himſelf, I }tke this period; I hope I ſhall now hey 
ea piece of divine ſervice that has ſomething rea/1, 
« ble in it. It is my opinion, as well as St. Paul, 
te that we ſhould employ theſe wing bodies of ours t 
ce the ſervice of that Go who made us, and the 
« cies of God oblige us to it“. 

The preacher purſued his ſubject with much beaut 
and juſtneſs of thought and ftile ; he expatiated on ti 
various op Am we lie under to the great Goo t 
prejent our whole natures, and all our active powers a 
a living ſacrifice to him. Thus far Apiſtus was charm 
ed with the performance. But after the mention of 
many of theſe mercies of Gop, which oblige us to 1 
holy lite, he came at laſt to name that illuſtrious in 
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Jes us, to redeem us from fin and hell: then he ſhe: 
ed, that the only ground and foundation upon which 
Gop would accept this /zving ſacrifice of our bodirs wa 
the dying ſacrifice of his own Son, who bore our fen: i 


a little; and as the ſermon went on with ſome life and 
ſpirit, on this glorious ſubject, he was ſo much dif 
pleaſed with the preacher, that he roſe up and went out 


whole ſtory on the Monday. 
Come, fit down a little, ſaid Pithon, and let us e- 


tion and contempt, he told his neighbour P:14 tit 


to give to the great Gop our Creator, all that 1:-/+ 
able ſervice which you pretend to; it teaches us %. 
ent our botties, and our ſouls too, as a '/ocrifice ii 1 
Ged: Ihe foul muſt be there, or the body can newt! 
be a living ſacrifice, Thus far we agree, Now, 
| ol 
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ar religion be right, the Chriſtian is in a very ſafe and 


8 


3 


5 teure ſtate; for he endeavours” to perform all that rea- 
be % duty and ſer vice that the light of nature requires 
pen bim as well as you. e 0194 a 
But we Chriſtians are taught farther to believe, that 
aal men are finners ; and ſurely you yourſelf muſt ac- 


nowledge you have been guilty of many violations 
the law of Gop and nature, and you have not al- 
ays performed that reaſonable ſervice to Gop which 
our own conſcience requires, Have you not too often 
een tempted to alienate ſome of thoſe very powers of 
body or mind from the ſervice of Gov, which you 
ad before devoted to him as your living ſacrifice ? 
are your ſoul, your lips, and your hands been al- 
ys employed in their duty to this Gop ? Have you 
erer indulged a criminal with, neyer ſpoken an evil 
Ford, or committed an action which your own con- 
tence condemns? Think of this, Apius, and your 
onſcience may tell you that you are a ſinner too. | 
We helieve alfo, that without a ſacrifice for ſin, 
here is no acceptance with Gop; and we have reaſon 
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Non pink that Cor has told us fo. But this Gov, in 
cute infinite mercy, has provided ſuch a ſacrifice; he 


as made the body and ſoul of his own Son a dying /a- 
fee of atonement : this is the only ground of our 
we ; and it is a glorious ground indeed! Now, if our 


fe and 
Ch dil. 


endö . | 
dion lion be true, what will become of 4p;2z5, who 
n te nkeſſes he hath been a finner, and yet renounces at 


ace this only hope and this atonement ? . 
Fleb. x. 26, 27, 31. For if we ſin wilfully, i. e. by 
nouncing the Chriftion ſacrifice, after ave have re- 
wed the kneeuledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
perifice for fin, but a certain fearful loking for of judg- 
ent, and fiery indignation, which fhall devour the ad- 
Frlaries. And'it ts a fearful thing to fall into the hands' 
Fe living God. | 
#6 XLIX. 
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XLIX. TO POCYON. 


The Miſchief of warm Diſputes and Declamations on th 
Controverted Points of CHRISTIANITY. 


My Dear P. | 
T GAVE your laſt letter a joyful entertainment ; me. 
1 thought it talked fo pleaſingly, and fo long with 
me, as if it meant to 5 amends for its tedious de. 
lay. One of the chief ſubjects of its diſcourſe was the 
_ extenſive defign of divine love to men. I have been 
debating with myſelf, whether I ſhould return my 
friend an anſwer to his propoſed thoughts on a poin 
{o abſtruſe and difficult, I have not yet decided the 
cauſe for myſelf, for want of ſufficient ſtudy and 
thoughtfulneſs, 'though you know I have been no 
ſtranger to diligence in academical ſtudies theſe ſeveral 
years paſt. It ſeems to require larger time, and a val 
and more comprehenſive ſurvey of things, in order to 
fix my opinions in theſe controverfies, or pronount 
any thing certain in doctrines ſo much diſputed ; un: 
leſs it pleaſe Cop himſelf, by a divine ray, to firik 
a powerful light upon any particular truth, and con- 
vey it in that light to the underſtanding and the con. 
ſcience of the enquirer. I am perſuaded this is hi 
frequent method with humble and tractable ſpirits 
who have not capacity nor advantages for a Jong tran 
of reaſonings, and years of ſuſpenſe and enquiry. 11 
the mean time I would purſue knowledge with bo 


neſty and diligence, in the ordinary methods wide made 
are ſuited to atrain it. | rhen I hai 
When I am in doubt about any point, and ſet e withe 


thoughts at work, in a ſearch after truth, I think! 


ought to retire, more than hitherto I have done, from 
| | | tie 


arried rea 
dut then St 
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e noiſy and furious conteſts, which the ſeveral facti- 
ns and parties of CHhriſtians are engaged in. I am 
ery unwilling to contend in a diſpute, or to flouriſh 
1 a declamation upon the ſubject inte which J am en- 
uicing. Sophiſtry and oratory throw ſo much paint 
pon the queſtion in diſpute, or raiſe ſo much duft 
bout it, as to conceal the truth from the eye of the 
nind, and hide the merits of the cauſe from reaſon. 


1 th 


- me- 


with in matters of the CHriſtian faith, I would make the 
1s de-fſferipture my guide, and enter into a calm conference 
as teich myſelf, in a ſurvey of the oracles of Gop, in or- 
been er to a deciſion of the ſenſe and meaning of them; 
n myWhot feglefting the aſſiſtance of pious and learned au- 
point ors, but converſing very little with the angry and 
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upercilious. I would, with daily and hourly impor- 
unity, addreſs the Father of Lights, to ſhine upon 
is own word, and to diſcover his intent therein. I 
rould humbly implore the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
gation, to take the things of Chriſt, and ſhew them 


o lead me as it were by the hand, into all needful 
ruths, My reaſon ſhould be uſed, as a neceſſary in- 
Imment, to compare the ſeveral parts of revelation 
opether, to diſcover their mutual explication, as well 


e con to judge whether they run counter to any dictates 
$ is Hk natural light. But if an inquifitive mind overleap 
ſpirms be bounds of faith, and give the reins to all our rea- 
g traußggnings, upon divine themes, in ſo wide and open a 
50 5 geld, as that of poſſibles and probables, it is no eaſy 
th 80 


atter to gueſs where they will ſtop their career. I 
ave made experiment of this in my own meditations : 
men I have-given my thoughts a looſe, and let them 


| which 


ſet ie without confinement ; ſometimes I ſeem to have 

think Herred reaſon with me even to the camp of Socims; 

, rout then St. 7% gives my ſoul a twitch, and St, Paul 
tte e bears 


o my underſtanding, in a moſt convincing light, and 
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bears me back again (if I miſtake not his meaniny 


pbli of to 
almoſt to the tents of Jh Calvin. Nor even ther 8 


hey can fi 
do J leave my reaſon behind me. So difficult a thing osdent 
is it to determine, by mere reaſoning, thoſe point outh, ane 
which can be learnt by ſcripture only. EE 1 
But you will urge me further, perhaps, to inform yay Ire of © 
why I am ſo cold and backward to enter into a dehai ke reſpond 
on the ſubje& you propcſe, and upon which you floy an put the 
riſh with ſuch a force of „miles, and in language ft 1 
bright and pathetic? I am too ſenſible, dear Pocyun 5 N 
and that by reading your letter, that ſuch diſputation t it - 
can hardly be managed without intereſting the affection, witow's : « 
in them, and I am afraid to be biaſſed, for I ſeek the was p 
truth. It is exceeding hard to diſpute without gain face 1-1 
ing ſome inviſible prejudice, and good-liking to the TOE SER 
opinion we defend. So devoted are we to ourſelves a 
in this dark and degenerate ſtate, that ſelf- love too es rde 
ſily engages our favour to the cauſe we have eſpouſed <A 
and for no other reaſon than becauſe we eſpouſe CHIC ron 
it, Though we had no kindneſs before for the op oſet, and 
nion, that we maintain for diſputing fake, yet it e liable + 
lauſible and ſmiling argument for it occurs in out 133 
haſty thoughts, how prone are we to hug the creatu nente _ 
of our brain, and be almoſt in love with the opinio of e 
for the ſake of the argument? I confeſs there are nqM.. Py” 
ſuch formal reaſonings in our minds as theſe ; yet vat} judgme 
are inſenſibly captivated to eſteem any thing that proj, fon : 
ceeds from ourſelves : Our paſſi on firſt thinks it pie ginab] 
that ſuch a happy argument, of our own invention This ak 
ſhould be on the falſe fide, and, by ſecret infinuation ©, flicks 
rſuades the judgment to vote it true. How offt ether Poe: 
2 I experienced theſe fallacies, working within ng. fon: 7 
in verbal diſputations before my tutor! And, for tv. conſeqe 
reaſon, I have no great eſteem of the method of ae gartled 
academical diſputes, where the young ſophiſters att ant, Fare 


obl 
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üged to oppoſe the truth, by the beſt arguments 
hey can find, and the tutor defends it, and aſſiſts the 
eſpondent. There is a certain wantonneſs of wit in 
outh, and à pleaſing ambition of victory, which 
orks in a young warm ſpirit, much ſtronger than a 


) 
ing] 
ther 
ning 
int 


vou care of truth. There is a ſtrange * baffling 
bac reſpondent, and it grows bigger ſenſibly, if we 


io n put the preſident to a puzzle or a ſtand. The ar- 


ge ft ument which is ſo ſucceſsful, reliſnes better on the 
0-1" ps of the young opponent, and he begins to think 
tion 


bt it is ſolid and unanſwerable; © Surely my 
tutor's opinion can hardly he true, and I thought 
] was put on the defence of a falſe doctrine, yet 

 fince ] have found ſo good an argument for it, 1 
can hardly believe it falſe.” Then his invention 
orks on to ſtrengthen his ſuſpicion, and at laſt he 
ny believes the opinion he fought for. Often have 
been in danger of ſuch deluſions as theſe, and feel 
ſelf too ready to ſubmit to them now. Even a 
oſet, and retirement, and our cooleſt meditations, 
e liable to theſe ſecret ſophiſtries. Upon the firſt 
pit of an objection againſt our arguments, our 
dughts are ſtrangely hurried away to ranſack the 
an for a reply, and we torture our invention to 
ike our fide have the laſt word, before we call in 
al judgment calmly. to decide the difference; and 
vs from a hot defence of our own reaſonings, we 
umaginably ſlide into a cordial defence of the cauſe. 
This unaccountable prejudice for an opinion in dif- 
te, ſticks ſo cloſe to human nature, that I queſtion 
ether Pocyon himſelf can boaſt an abſolute freedom. 
bu ſeem, my friend, to indulge and maintain ſome 
d conſequences now, which tome time ago, would 
e ſtartled your ſoul, and affrighted and forbid your 
nt, Farewel, dear man, and let your next letter 
| H 2 4 proceed 
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proceed on the philoſophical themes that are before y 
in which you may expect a bolder freedom of though 
and a more agreeable reply and correſpondence fron 
N | ours, &e. 
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L. OF LABOUR AND PATIENCE 1) 
INSTRUCTING MANKIND, 


To POYCON, complaining of his juft. Anger and mel 
choly reſentment, that he met with ſo many Perſiu 
narrow and uncharitable Souls, obſlinate in Opinia 
and violent againſt all other Notions and Pra&ice | 
-what themſelves had embraced. PEE: 


d reve ra my friend, T received your lo 
complaint, and I have already five hundn 
things to iy to you; for, there is not a perſon] 0 
verſe with that can ſtir up the thoughts which lie 
the bottom of my ſoul like you. All my notions are af 
when I read your letters, but at preſent it is in a tio 
bled ſea; for you expreſs your own melancholy wi 
ſo lively an air, that it raiſes a guſt of the ſame 
ſion in me; though nature has not mingled much 
that dark humour in my conſtitution, If I cannoty 
ſent you my ſympathy in ſuch vivid and tender 6 
preſſions as I would, yet I can read over your lit 


again and again, and ſay I feel them. Unio 

I could help you, methinks, to ſpurn this gl Thy 
away, and join with you in renouncing commerce" With 
men, while we ariſe to ſome higher worlds, furl But r 
ed with inhabitants of a better compoſition, Oh And 
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is be too bold a thought, and we cannot aſcend a- 
we the common rank of human nature, let us re- 
re from them into ſome ſolitary ſhade, that we may 
e free from their impertinencies ; for we cannot live 
uppily among the race which this earth breeds, they 
re of ſo perverſe a mould, How have I fretted 
ometimes to ſtand by and hear the nonſenſe of a bru- 
il world that pretends to reaſon! It is education, it 
5 paſſion, it is prejudice, it is ſtubbornneſs, it is what 
roy will, but good ſenſe, that commands the judg- 
ents, and ſtamps the opinions of men. How often 
ave I laboured, by reaſon of the brighteſt evidence, 
0 retify a groſs and vulgar miſtake? But words have 
deen loſt in the wind: Prejudice and education had 
geren points of the law, and it was impoſlible for 
arguments to diſpoſſeſs them. Thoſe arguments that 
have ſought out from far, and digged deep for them 
th the ſweat of my ſoul, and have felt and yielded 
o their reſtleſs power; thoſe very arguments, I fay, 
ave been anſwered with a jeſt, or a loud laugh, and 
are been ſcorned by unlettered animals, as the Levi- 
than derides and mocks at a ſpear of ſtraw, Then, 
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re al friend, I have almoſt regretted the labours of my 
n a train, and wondered to what purpoſe I had devoted 
oly A yſelf to ſtudies that had improved my reaſon, It is 
ame Me, our deſign is to tame and poliſh an uncultivated 
much Nord; but if this world be ſo mad and ſavage as ne- 
anot fi er to be tamed, then I do but teach an aſs Latin, and 
nder g ain an A-thÞip. = | E 

ur li 


Union of hearts, and impotence to bear 


his ol Thy ſorrows, friend, tranſported me thus far 
erceW With ſympathetic fury, not my own : 
fun But now my reaſon reaſſumes the throne, 


Or And ſtribes my paition dun 


1b, | 
H 3 


Were 
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Were I a heathen philoſopher, perhaps I might thy 
looſely philoſophiſe ; if I were a mere orator, g: 
poet, I would chide and flouriſh at this rate: but x} 
pretend to be a Chri/tiar, I muſt recant it all, and put 


- 
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ence, wit 
neſs to er 
niſtaken n 
rom theii 


theſe cooler thoughts in the place of it. gainſt me 

When our Sovereign Creator formed our ſouls, narrow ſo 
ſent them to inhabit theſe two engines of fleſh, he often 
were then traming for you and me, he knew well v eady to c. 
a world he ſent us into, and defigned our converſe r ſouls, * 
be with men, ſhall I ſay, of like infirmities with out. Mice the! 


felves : for, if they are perverſe and untractable, pers 
haps we are proud, imperious, and diſdainful; and 
perhaps too, we are ſeldom ſo much in the right a: we 
think ourſelves to be; it is probable that minds releaſed 
from fleſh, and the Ge of a higher region, ma 
ſmile at ſome of the fooleries and airy ſhapes of reaſon 
winch we hug and embrace, as much as we do at the 
ſenſeleſs notions and obſtinate practices of our fellow 
mortals, whom we have the vanity to think ſo much 
below ourſelves. Poor weak reaſoners are we and they, 
when compared with the worlds above us! | 

But to drop this thought: I ſay ſtill, Gop deſign 


ed us to dwel] here in ſuch a wretched world, and! 
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grant it is no ſmall part of our ſtate of trial; but to will 
alleviate our unhappineſs, he has mingled in the mals oſEnquiry v 
mankind ſome finer veins, ſome more intellectual andeitly mal 
unprejudiced ſpirits, in whoſe converſation we may" great 
find ſuitable delight, and pleaſures worthy of the 1 pultitude, 
tional nature. Why ſhould not we ſuppoſe there ar: me mea 


octrine; 
o winnir 
bs hard ar 


many other minds as happily turned as cur own, and 
of ſuperior ſize and more divine temper ? All men have 
not been blefled with our ang e 2 yet their native 


felicity of thought may tranſcend ours. And as f How h 
the reſt, Gop has ordained it our duty to ailociato gen pious 
with them for valuable ends and purpoſes in his provi "0rance 


74a 
dence, 
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it tu ace, with regard both ts them and us. Tt is ouy bu- 
er i oeſs to endeavour to perſuade them to lay aſide their 
ut 1; Wriſtaken notions, to remove all the biaſſes of error 
1d puff om their judgment, to quench their indignation 


gainſt men of different opinions, and to enlarge their 
barrow ſouls, though we find it a difficult work. 1 
ure often ſeen what you complain of, and have been 
ady to conclude, that when we have to do with vul- 
ar ſouls, we ſhould not laviſh away our labour to con- 
ince them of innocent miſtakes in matters of ſmall 
mportance, but only lay out our thoughts to rectify 
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; and eir notions in things that regard their preſent or fu- 
a5 were welfare. And when we reflect how very impo- 
leaſeu ent and low are the capacities of ſome ignorant crea- 


Wires that we have to do with, how ſhort their reaſon- 
ngs, how few their advantages to improve their minds, 
ow uncapable their judgments are of growing up to a 


„may 
1 
enſon 


, 


at the 


cio eld and mature ſtate by our utmoſt cultivation, and 
much unable their minds are, in many caſes, to diſcern 
| they, id diſtinguiſh truth; I have been tempted to perſuade 


myſelf, it is not diſhoneſt policy to engage their affec- 


eſig ons a little. I know well, that the paſſions were ne- 
and er made to judge of truth: but if we find perſons 


wt toto will never judge by any other rule, 1 would make 
1als ofnquiry whether we might not, in ſome caſes, ho- 


1] and 
20 ay 
he u. 


peltly make uſe of this. If we find that affection is 
he great gate of entrance into the judgments of the 
multitude, and reaſon is but like the back door, or 


re ar eme meaner avenue, and ſeldom open to let in any 
„ andMWocirine ; may we not thence infer, that the ſofter arts 
r have! winning upon men, are to be ſtudied by us as well 


native 


ks hard arguments ? 
as for 


How have I mourned inwardly, to conſider that e- 


ociate ſen pious and holy ſouls have been fo over-run with 
pr01-Bghorance and zeal (that is, with fire and darkneſs) and 
(on, H 4 have 


„ e 
W N 


„ eee 
8 — 


re ——_ — 001 
2 
= 8 - \ 
= 


152 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHT: 


have been ſo poſſeſſed with narrow thoughts and urda f our pat 
ritable notions, that it muſt be the work of an age, 0 nd if we! 
the power of a Gop, to correct their errors. Vet! ties in our 
reflect again, that my Maker, in his wiſe providence" be few 
diſpoſed my lot amongſt perſons of this conſtitution: Larg 
and expects that I ſhould carry it amongſt them, ech and p 
becomes one to whom he has indulged higher farom ee that 
that I ſhould ſtrive with conttancy to æduce my ncih icd chap 
bours to thoughtfulneſs, virtue, and religion, and ng Farewe 
be tired and deſiſt, tho” I find but little ſucceſs. M ach mar 
a coward ſoldier, that declines the fight, becauſe 1iﬀ'"'* and 1 
cannot every day gain a new victory, _ 
When I recount how many weary months my 85 
viour ſpent in preaching divine doctrines to a wild mul 
titude, and to their more conceited leaders, and hon Newing 
little, very little fruit he found, whilſt he was up 1697 
carth; I perſuade myſelf it was with a deſigu 1 e 
encourage his followers in the Goſpel, and become: 
pattern of patience to ſuch as ſhould meet with the ſam : 
e e an Though 1ſrael be not gathered, yt L 
ſurely my judgment 1s with the Lord, and my regard it 2 
my Cod. If I cannot bring Jacob again to his duty, INC] 
hall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God ſha kno! 
be my ftreng:h, Iſa. xlix. 4, 5. Theſe were the eu ſubſervie 
couragements of the Son of God himſelf, when dwellWofter, he 
ing in feeble fleſh, and contending with an obſtinadiſÞte Af. 
and vicious age; and St. Paul, the next in dignity t into mer 
the man JIEsus, expected to be a /weet favour 11 make Le 
God in them that periſh, as well as in thoſe that were ſa op or 
ved, 2 Cor. ii. 15, If we cannot turn ſtupid aWkarch o 
headſtrong finners from the errors of their way, into a Sc 
muſt not ſuffer ourſelves to ſwim with the tide, a young 
fall into a compliance with their miſtaken notions i tow goc 
practices. It is our buſineſs to move right onward t that Kn 
wards Heaven, through the midſt of a multitude u Land h 


are travelling another way, The greater the exerch 
| 0. 


IN PROSE any VERSE. 153 
f our patience is, the weightier will be our crown ; 
nd if we have broken through a multitude of dithcul- 


I'S 
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Ver ics in our journey towards Paradiſe, our rewards will 
denes not be few. He that overcomes, fall eat of the rree of 
tution Large, and ſhining, and durable glories, in a 
n, 2; ich and pleaſing variety, are made over by promiſe to 


thoſe that overcome, if we can but read the ſecond and 


net hird chapters of the Revelations, and believe them. 

nd e Farewel, my Pocyon, and perſevere in patience to 
Ic teach mankind, nor forget to continue your heartieſt 

uſe ore and inſtructions to 


Your affettionnte Lover and willing Diſciple, 


my dr 

d mul : 

1d hon Newington, 

$ Up0t 1097-8. 
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"ed, LI. PUBLIC DISPUTATIONS, 

rd wit | $ WL | ; 
ity, Ne 8 the true defign of philoſophy is to learn and 
"I know the truth, and to render that knowledge 
he enWſublervient"to our praftice and happineſs here and hete- 
deli after, how abſurd and impertinent are the methods of 
{tina the 4riftoretian fehools, who have changed this deſign 


into mere Sophiſtry and the Art of Diſputation? They 
make Logic and Prime Philoſophy to be no longer the 
hop or work-houſe to form proper inſtruments to 
ſearch out truth, or to teach virtue, for they turn it 
Into a TOY of Altercations. When they ſpeak of 
a young philoſopher, there is no enquiry how wiſe or 
how good a man he is, but how fkilfal a diſputer. He 
that knows how to attack and foil his adverſary, to 
Rand his ground and defend himſelf and his thefis 

8 , © 
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_ -- the point in hand; and their grand deſign is, that each 
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againſt all oppoſition ; this is the man of merit and 
honour. 'Then they imagine they have attained the they talk 
| moſt PRE fruits of philoſophy, when they can mutual f 
bravely oppoſe and defend any themes whatſoever in Farce VI 
public, by arguments in form and figure. their tone 
I will not deny but ſome private converſations, in theru hap 
the manner of the diſpute, may have a tendency to dif. now Yun 
cover truth, when they are carried on without ſpectatot, What ain 
without paſſion or party-ſpirit; and that on this con- Hereules, 
dition, that on which fide ſoever probability and truth had ſupp! 
appear, each of the diſputants ſhall be ready to oire bleeding 
up his own opinion, and ſurrender it to the force and his b 
evidence of reaſon. But when conteſts are ſo mana. e _ 
ged, that diſputations are become public ſpectacle; Cafendus 
and each of the combatants aim at nothing ſo much a e "> 
always to conquer, and never to yield, it is impoſlible feelin! 
that truth ſhould ever be ſought or found in this man. unt. 


ner. It is much more likely, that if ſhe were preſent, i Fob be 

ſhe would withdraw herſelf from ſo profane and ill WW”) al 

deſerving a rout of men. Truth is loſt in ſuch dif- Er 

puting: The genuine ſtudy of truth, which is true yood 5 

philoſophy, is a ſerene and gentle thing, and may be de diss 
compared to the river Mie, that bs“ it flows with pes 1 

a ſoft and placid ſtream, yet it renders the whole coun- Mid. 

try fruitful, and carries more profit and plenty with it, : 

than all the torrents and , nee. that pour down. 

with noiſe and violence. * 8 5 | 

But what a ridiculous ſcene is a ſcholaſtic difputa- LIL. 

tion! a mere ſlage-play | where two combatants meet, 

and with rounds and flouriſhes, with many feints and ERI 

appro-ehings and retirings, with diſtinctions heaped up- 8 
on diſtinction, to exclude from the queſtion what no Hall the di 


man ever could doubt or diſpute, they come at laſt to ſpirit, as 
; | Father, t 
of them may a ſafe, without being forced to yield N ame afle 
up this point, Thus when they are put to a plunge, Wi 


they | 
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47 they talk whatſoever comes uppermoſt; they raiſe 
0e nutaal ſcoffs and clamours and loud reproaches, and 
— 1 farce withhold themſelves from manual conflict, when 
"WY their tongues have done their utmoſt. And if one of 
„ „dem happens to filence and overwhelm his adverſary, 
o dil. how vain he grows! how he ſwells and exalts himſelf! 
1 What airs of arrogance he aſſumes! as though, like 
| . Herenles, he had deſt royed an Hydra, or like Atlas he 
wi had ſupported the world; when perhaps the truth hes 
oY bleeding on the ground, and by his ſophiſtic ſubtilties, 
2 and his brawling battle, he has ſupported ſome groſs 
lang. error, and eſtabliſned falſhood in triumph. The great 
ace, BY 4/7145 was deeply ſenſible of this folly fourſcore 
. ; years ago, and declaims againſt the profeſſors of Ari. 
(ible fitelian Logic and Philoſophy in his day upon this 
man. account. 85 FS: 
ent Vet perhaps it is poſſible that academic diſputations 
in. Woay be reduced to ſuch a form, and put under ſuch 
\ oe. MWeegulations, as to render them ſerviceable for ſome 
true good purpoſes amongſt ſtudents in the ſchools. But I 
y be aye diſcourſed more largely on this ſubject in ſome 
with bapers relating to the wariwus Methods of improving the 
oun. Id. | | 
th it, 8 
lown. — — 
* LII. DEVOTIONAL. WRITINGS, 
Tre, JERHAPS it is a wiſh too glorious and happy to 
f 5 be ever fulfilled, in this itate of mortality, to ſee 
* all the diſciples of Ci grown-up into ſuch a catholic 
* pirit as to be ready to worſhip Gop their common 
FRY poor, through Jes us cheir common Mediator, in the 
| ſame aſſembly, and to join in the ſame holy fellowſhip, 
nge, TA H 6 p. 
| There 


hey | 
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I 


There are ſo many punctilios of difference to be ad. iſ the toil + 
juſted, and ſo many party prejudices to be overcome, ng out PT 
that ſuch a union of hearts and ſentiments lies beyond the thr 
our preſent hope. Yet methinks every ſtep toward jope, our 
ſuch a union, carries a bleſſing in it, and every Cn Wilhercy, an 
ſhould deſire to promote it. Bohemus was a German vorſnip, h 
divine, of various knowledge and ſedate judgment, t theſe 
admirable temper and uncommon piety : he had ov. et fancy 
ſerved long the diſputes and diviſions in Exgland, about Nyeaner po 
the impoſition and the uſe of forms of prayer; he d devou 
ſtood by as a ſtranger and ſpectator, nor took any part Mang or hea 
in the controverſy, but with an indifferent eye behed On the 
their diſputes, and thought himſelf on that account the WWroteftant 
fitter to become a moderator between both, being under Whrefiion o 
the influence of no prejudice nor party. o man v 
I know, ſaid he, the church of England hath long ef words, 
preſcription on their fide for the uſe of forms in their Worn fins : 
public aſſemblies, though they cannot fay from tle With and 
firſt beginning of Chriſtianity, nor will I. They ar. od unc 
gue, and with much force and evidence, that what we ran call 
addreſs to the great Gop ought to be duly confidered, Mothers, a 
nor ſhould our lips pour out words rafhly, nor offer but he is 
to our Maker the ſacrifice of fools. What, ſay they, Miknowledg 
cannot men of learning, prudence, and piety compole ip, in 
better prayers for us than we can utter on a ſudden be- cation of 
fore God, and much fitter for the ear of his Majelty ! now alſ 
Ought we not to ſerve Gop with our beſt? And when Neomplain 
we have ſuch happy, devout, and affectionate prayers iſrepetition 
made to our hands, by men of great worth and ſingu- ſto introc 
Jar goodneſs, why ſhould we offer up to Gop fuch {ſhip Th 
poor, lean, raw ſacrifices, ſuch looſe ſentences and werk Nite never 


expreſſions, as our own thoughts on a ſudden can fur- Wh prope 

niſh us with? fet of w. 

Beſides, ſay they, is invention the chief talent we ar: tant reb 

called to exerciſe when we bow our knees before on fluence 
| ; y 
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; the toil of our imagination, and the labour of find- 
ig out proper thoughts and words, our chief buſineſs 
the throne of 'grace? Should not our faith, our 
ape, our love, our repentance for ſin, our defire of 
mercy, and every Chriſtian virtue, which relates to 
xorſhip, be the chief exerciſes of our ſpirits? Should 
at theſe be ſupremely engaged at fach a ſeaſon? 
Let fancy and invention therefore lie at reſt, which are 
eaner powers of the ſoul, while the graces and virtues, 
nd devout ſentiments of the heart, are excited by reads 
ve or hearing a well-compoſed form. 1 90 
On the other hand, I know it is the opinion of the 
Proteftant Diſſenters, that ſince prayer is but the ex- 


preſnon of our ſenſe of divine things to God, there is 


o man who can ſpeak his mother tongue, fo deftitute 
f words, but that he is able, with caſe, to expreſs his 
wn fins and ſorrows, his own hopes and fears, his own 
aich and his deſires before Gop, in ſuch language as 
Cob underſtands and accepts; and that there is no 


man called by providence to pray, in the preſence of 
others, and to lift up their joint addreſſes to heaven, 
but he is, or onght to be ſufficiently furniſhed with 


knowledge and language to perform this part of wor- 
ſbip, in a proper and becoming manner, to the edifi- 
cation of himſelf, and thoſe who join with him, I 
know alſo, faith he, it hath been matter of frequent 
complaint among them, that the conftant and unvaried 
repetition of ſet forms of prayer'has'a great tendency 


to introduce coldneſs and formality into divine wor- 


hip. Though the confeſſions, the petitions, and praiſes 
are never ſo happily framed, and the expreſſions never 


{0 proper and pathetic, yet ſay they, where the ſame 
ft of words and phraſes paſs over the ears, in a con- 


ſtant rehearſal, the ſonl by degrees loſes thoſe lively 


influences and devout ſenſations which it at firſt received 


from 
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from them; and the continual round of uniform er. 
preſſions rolling on in a beaten track, makes lit 
more impreſſion on the heart, than a wheel that hy 
often travelled through a hardened road. 

And yet, further, they ſay, there is no man knoyy 
my thoughts, my wants, and my defires ſo well as I 
myſelf; and where the heart and the thoughts of! 
Chriſtian are impriſoned and reſtrained by the work 
of any form, fo as not to give himſelf the liberty df 
expreſſing his own preſent devout breathings toward 
Gop, whatſoever holy elevations of ſoul he may feel 
within himſelf, this brings a heavy damp upon the in. 
ward devotion of the heart, it binds the ſoul in una 
fetters, it appears to carry in it a reſiſtance of the{s 
good motions of the bleſſed Spirit, whoſe aſſiſtance i 
promiſed us in prayer, becauſe wwe 4noxv nt what 1 
pray for as wwe enght, and the Spirit maketh interceſſun 
for us (or in us) according to the will of God, Rom. vil. 
Such a reſtraint is indeed painful to a holy and devout 
worſhipper; it cuts ſhort the Chriſtian in the pleaſure 
of his converſe with heaven, while 1t makes him ſpeak 
to God the thoughts of other men, and he neglects hi 
own. | | 

Having repreſented in ſhort, ſomething of the ſenſe 
of both parties on this ſubject, I ſhall not tarry. nov, 
ſaid Bohemus, to relate how each party defend them. 
ſelves. againſt the difſiculties objected by the other; 
but I beg leave to interpoſe a little, and enquire why 
mankind, when their ſentiments differ, ſhould be ſo 
fond of running into extremes? Iss there no uſe to 
= made of the devout compoſures of holy men, with. 
out confining ourſelves to all the words and ſy llable 
of their writings? May we not enjoy their help, with. 
out making them our abſolute dictators? Whatſoere! 
inconvenience may ariſe . ” 
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terable impoſition of forms of prayer, yet certainly 
here is very confiderable benefit and afliftance in the 
kriſtian life to be derived from devotional compo- 
tons. Such forms of pious addreſs to Gop, as are 
an from a ſerious ſenſe of divine things, and framed 


now $77 „ | OY 
Ar K kilful and judicious hand, has given rich ad— 
. of M-ntages to a fincere worſhipper, both in ſolitary and 


beial worſhip. Many a holy foul has found its in- 


word, : + 
ard powers awakened and excited to lively religion. 


ty ol 

war) fuch alliſtances; many a penitent groan, under the 
iy fee ne of fin, many an ardent petition for ſome peculiar 
he in ace or virtue, many a pious aſpiration of heart, and 


inealy 
these 
ince 13 
al ty 
reeſſiar 


1. Vill. 


any a joyful ſound of praiſe, has aſcended towards 
leaven in the words and language of ſome well-com- 
oled form. And J am well atfured the bleſſed Spirit 
{ God, neither confines his facred influences to thoſe 
ho worſhip without forms, nor withholds it from 
boſe who uſe them. Both have need of his aid, and 1 


lev ou Bn perſuaded both do partake of it. 3 
eaſy Indeed in the uſe of forms, there is no need of bind- 
ſpeakiW's ourſelves. to a whole page together, as it. ſtands in 


te book, In the name of Gov, let us ſtand faſt in, 
ur Chriſtian liberty, and maintain.a juſt freedom of 
ul in our addreſſes to heaven; let us change, enlarge, 
contract, let us add or omit, according to our pecu- 


Cs Jus 


> ſenk 


non 

e. ar ſentiments, or our preſent frame of ſpirit. Mr. 
other; le, a pious divine. of the church of Exglaud, has 
e why ntten an excellent treatiſe of the liberty of prayer, 
be so ich I dare recommend to every ſort of reader. But 
aſe oben we find the temper, the wants, and the wiſhes of 
with. ur hearts ſo happily expreſſed in the words of the 
labs H npoſer, as that we know not how to frame other 
with onde ſo ſuitable and ſo expreſſive of our own preſent 
ſoever e and caſe, why ſhould we not addreſs our Gop 
or un- Nd our Saviour in this borrowed language? I confeſs 
terabie 7315 „ | indeed, 
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indeed, when long cuſtom has induced a fort of git. 
neſs into theſe ſounds, how happily ſoever the worg 
might be at firſt choſen, then pechaps we ſhall wan 
ſomething new and various to keep nature awake h 
the devotion, Or, if we ſtill confine ourſelves entirely 
to the forms we read, and forbid our ſpirits to exert 
their own pious ſentiments, we turn theſe engines of 
holy elevation into clogs and fetters. But when Chiif 
tians make a prudent uſe of them, they have frequenth 
experienced unknown advantage and delight. A dul 
and heavy hour m the clofet has been relieved by the 
uſe of ſuch devout compoſures of mingled meditation 
and prayer; and many a dry and barren heart has been 
enabled to offer up the firit-fruits of a ſweet ſacriſie 
to Gob in the words of another man. 'The fre 9 
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devotion has been Kkindled by the help of ſome ſerious The page 

BM and pathetic forras, and the ſpirit of the worſhipper, And firik 
which has been itraitened and bound up in itſelf, Urne wor, 


found a bleſſed releaſe by the pen of ſome pion 
writer. The wings of the foul have been firſt expand. 
ed towards Gop and Heaven by ſome happy turn 0 
fervent and holy language; ſhe has been lifted up by 
this affiſtance above the earth and mortality; then ſhe 


Ev'n iror 
Burſt at t 
Cob and 


CIR | | 1 Formid 

has given herſelf a more unconfined and various fligi carried / 

in the upper + beet: ſhe has traverſed the heaven been edu 
world, ſhe has felt herſelf within the circle of divine 


prayer, a 
without 
riction a 
they had 
confeſs t. 


attraction, and has dwelt an hour with Gop. 

The good man Bobe us had warmed his imagination 
a little by his vivid manner of repreſenting the argy- 
ment. His ſoul catched fire, was ſeized with a ſacred 
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1 enthufiaſm, and broke out in the following tranſport Surely 
N | 68 eas OX Fs ormidah: 
10 Hail, Hebrew Pſalmiſt King! Hail, happy hour Wince we 
# | fee, I hear, I feel the ſovereign power [: maintain 
$ Of language ſo devout. 'Th' immortal found rther, | 


Thrills through my vitals with a pleaſing wound, 


And 
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And mortal paſſions die. Devotion reigns, 

Earth diſappears, her mountains and her plains ; 

I foar, I pray, I praiſe in David's heavenly ſtrains. 
Here thoughts divine in living words expreſt, 

Pour'd out and copy'd glowing from the breaft, 

Spread o'er the ſacred page; what eye, what heart, 
Can read the rapture, and not bear its part 

In holy elevation? wy 


zen WWW here love and joy exult, the glorious line 

\ aultg cines the ſame paſſions, ſpreads the fire divine, 
75 And kindles all the reader. See him riſe 

LATION 


On wings of extaſy, ſhoot through the ſkies, 

And mix with angels: Hail, ye choirs above, 

Where all is holy joy, where all is heavenly love. 
If fins review'd in trickling ſorrows flow; 

The page conveys the penitential woe, 

And ſtrikes the inmoſt ſpirit. Conſcience hears 

The words of anguiſh, and diſſolves in tears. 

Ev'n iron ſouls relent, and hearts of ſtone 

Burſt at theſe mournings, and repeat the groan : 

Cop and his power are there. 
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Formiftes and Libem were preſent while Bohemus was 
carried away in this ſurpriſing rapture. The laſt had 


prayer, and the firſt never thought of addreſſing God 
NE) without them; but both were deeply ſtruck with con- 
!nati 

eee had lived all their days in extremes, and begun to 


face confeſs their miſtake, 
port. WY Surely, ſays Libero, written prayers are not ſuch 
2 formidable things as I once imagined them, eſpecially 
hour! Ince we are not pinned down to every ſentence, but 
maintain a juſt liberty to alter as we pleaſe. And yet 
arther, now I think of it; Chriſtians, of every party; 
d, Ar Bo OG | ſind 


. —— 


been educated in too great an averſion to forms of 


riction at this ſpeech of Bohemus : they confeſſed that 
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, 
ra, nong Chriſtians, ſhould be prayerleſs, ſince theſe de- 
e ie cut compoſitions are ſo eaſy to be had, | | 
hand: This is well known, and abundantly practiſed a- 
er arc ongſt the Chriſtians in the eſtabliſhed church, and 
ce of Whey rejoice in it as their privilege, and their conſtant 
, and (cling ; whereas, I fear, there are ſome among the 
their roteftant Diſſenters have been educated with ſuch an 
happy MWrccaſonable and ſuperſtitious averſion to all pre- com- 
tans oled prayers, that a few of them, even to this day, 
e co. ee hardly willing that children, and ignorant perſons, 
5, aud ould uſe them. And there are but few, I doubt, 
of the Who give themſelves leave to make a full and proper 
nd the ie of ſuch advantages with which our nation and our 
ve ob. ge are furniſhed, Dr. Patrict, Dr. [nnet, Dr. Meri- 
Go,, and Mr. Jens, with ſeveral other worthy divines, 
16's ue done much this way; ſome of the Diſſenters 
ſcanty emſelves have given aſſiſtance in this affair, and have 
ions, ¶ompoſed forms of addreſs to Gov, upon the common 
D, and Wccafions of life, as well as upon the various themes of 
ought Wc Chriſtian religion. Mr. Baxter, in the laſt age, 
it they d Mr. Howe ; and, in this century, Mr. Murrey, 
ork Al. Bourne, and others: and, I wiſh this ſort of de- 
| wit) Wotional writings were multiplied among them. 
ule of Bi lacknowledge, ſays Libero, this is the caſe ; we have 
[it be me unhappy prejudices ſtill hanging about our ſpirits, 
making a religious uſe of written or printed prayers, 
family Whither in our retirements, or in the family; and I am 
day Wow ſenüble this has bereaved us of thoſe advantages 
octal or the religion of the cloſet and the houſhold, which 
Pros ur netghbours partake of, and which we might roy 
nd tie With great liberty of ſoul, and rejoice in with ric 
tram rprovement. — I thank you from my heart, dear 
gment ene, for the leflon I have learnt of you this day; 
ly and Wind 1 will endeavour that many of my friends ſhall 
houſc, Wſara it too, that they may no more renounce that 
among „ jo a ft ow, 14 60 S007 
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164 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHT: 


| will lear 


ſpiritual affiſtance and relief which may be borront r of gre 
from pious compoſures; and eſpecially, that maſem t make 
of families may begin to make a happy uſe of them ade ſo, 
their houſhold, and worſhip God by theſe helps, whe paying i 
they want them, without the leaſt reſtraint laid ei adden. 
oo the juſt freedom of their own ſpirits, or the hoy: 
of divine influences. & 
And I, for my part, ſaid Formiftes, return you m 
ſincere thanks, good Bchemys, that you have mathe. x 
out ſo happy a medium between an utter rejection of III. A 
all forms' of prayer, and an abſolute confinement DIE 
ourſelves to them. I cannot but acknowledge 1 ht 
ſometimes found inward motions of repentance for pat 
ticular fins, of humble defires towards Gop, and wiſe 
for aſſiſtance againſt particular temptations and ſnares 
while I have 2255 reading my written devotions; an [ORE 
et I was unwilling to expreſs them with my tongue Wh 
* I ſhould utter any thing raſhly before Gov. Buſhy wi 
upon what you have ſaid, b now give myſelf leavet My 
think, that the fincere workings of a'man's heart to 
wards virtue and religion, and things of the uppe Deep fre 
world, are beſt known to himſelf, and may be en e 
preſſed by himſelf, when they ariſe in his heart, in ſud And rea 
anguage as a gracious God will accept. I ſhall nere Lo 
more therefore ſuppreſs theſe good defires for want dl 
coutage to utter them: but while J make uſe of fornM Unkind 
of worſhip compoſed by pious and learned men, I fall W. 
remember, that they were deſigned only as aſſiſtancei While n 
to my devotion, and not impoſe them on my conſct Ar 
ence, as reſtraints upon all the good motions of tht 
bleſſed Spirit which our church bumbly teaches us i Uncom 
prey for, and to expect, according to the divine pro Ts 
miſe. And fince the holy feripture often requires Are the 
A 


to pry to God, but never preſcribes to us whether wt 
ſhould ufe our own words, or the words of other men 
t 0 | ] wi 


18 PRO SE any VERSE, 165 


[will learn, for the future, to look upon that as a mat- 
er of greater indifference than I once thought it, and 
bot make that a duty for myſelf, which Gop has not 


'TS: 
rrowed 
matte 


hem inade ſo, nor charge my neighbour Libero with ſin, for 
„ wle nying in ſuch a free manner as Gop has never for- 
| eithe | dden. , | h | | 

e hope 


_—_——_ 


* 


on m 
Marke 


Il. AN ELEGY ON SOPHRONIA, WIO 


ction of 
nent of DIED OF THE SMALL-POX, 1711, 
for pat SOPHRON # zntroduced ſpeaking. 

1 wiſhe 


ORBEAR, my friends, forbear, and aſk no more, 


ſnarez 


15; an 

tongue Where all my cheerful airs are fled? 

> Baff Why will ye make me talk my torments o'er? 
leave t My lite, my joy, my comfort's dead. 

eart to a II. 5 

2 upp Deep from my ſoul, mark how the fobs ariſe, 
be ex Hear the long groans that waſte my breath, 
K ſac And read the mighty ſorrow in my eyes, | 
11 nere 


Lovely Sophronia ſleeps in death. 
| x III. | * 4 
Unkind diſeaſe, to veil that roſy face 


want ol 


f formt 


» I ſhall With tumours of a mortal pale, | 
wo While mortal nn 0 with their diſmal grace 
or? 0 And double horror ſpot the veiIl. 
of til 6 FF.... It 
2 — Uncomely veil, and moſt unkind diſeaſe! 1 
. 1 ö Is this Sophronia, once the fair ? | {4nd 
W Are theſe the features that were born to pleaſe? | Hl! 
7 1 And beauty ſpread her enſigus there? P 1 05 
| wil - Yo Wi 
: Fark 
ry 
bY 


oo rr ... 


166 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS 
v. | 
I was all love, and ſhe was all delight. 


but peace, 


| Let me run back to ſeaſons paſt ; Dare 
Ah! flow'ry days, when firſt ſhe charm 'd my 18 Jie was fi 
But roſes will not 874 laſt. Sn 
If 
Yet ſtill Sophronia pleas'd. Nor time, nor care, 6 
Could take her youthful bloom away : 
Virtue has charms which nothing can impair ; AN E 
1 like her's W ne er decay. 
6. apt £ © MED 
Grace is a ſacred plant of heavenly birth: | 
The ſeed deſcending from above Iss. 
Roots in a ſoil refin d, grows high on earth, 3 
And blooms with life, and joy, and love. ae Wife 
Such was Syphronie's foul. - Celeſtial d the" 
uch was Sophronia's ſou cleitial de | : 
And 2 food were her repaſt: wy pM 
Devotion was her work; and thence ſhe drew HE n 
Delights which Rangers never taſte. And t 
FN e n wings 
Not the gay 8 of a flatt'ring court | nd with 
Could tempt her to appear and ſhine : aach her 
Her ſolemn airs forbid the world's reſort : or yon br 
But I was bleſt, and ſhe was mine. he ſenſe 1 
. . he 
Safe on her welfare all my Pleaſures hung, Find 
Her ſmiles could all my pains controul ; rchas'd. 
Her ſoul was made of ſoftneſs, and her tongue he beam: 
Was ſoft and gentle as her ſoul. here the 
„. _ Wick are 
She was my guide, my friend, my Gals all; beſe were 
| Love grew with every waning moon : q our dar 
Had Heav'na length of years delay d its call, Fought P 
Still Thad op ght it call'd too ſoon, ' Wb made 


XII. 47 be no | 


in PROSE anv VERSE. 167 
„ IH 1 5 
ut peace, my ſorrows! nor with murmuring voice 
Dare to accuſe Heaven's high decree: _ 
ee was firſt ripe for . joys; 
, Sophron, e waits above for thee, 


f — 
— 


AN ELEGY ON THE MUCH LA- 
MENTED DEATH OF 


Mus. ELIZABETH BURY, 


ate Wife of the Reverend Mr, SAMUEL BURY of 
Briſtol, annexed to ſome Memoirs of her Life, drawn 
1% by him; but collected out of her own Papers. 


HE muſt aſcend ; her treaſure lies on high, 


n wings of harmony, ye ſons of light, RE 
nd with ſurrounding ſhields protect her flight. 
each her the wond'rous ſongs yourſelves compoſe 
or yon bright world ; ſhe'll learn them as ſhe goes ; 
he ſenſe was known before: thoſe ſacred themes, 
be Gop, the SAviovuR, and the flowing ſtreams 
lat ting'd the curſed tree with blood divine, 
cchas'd a Heaven, and waſh'd a world from fin; 

be beams, the bliſs, the viſion of that face _ 
bere the whole Godhead ſhines in mildeſt grace; 
tele are the notes for which your harps are ſtrung, 
[ieſe were the joy and labour of her tongue 

our dark. regions, Theſe exalted itrains 

Fought Paradiſe to earth, and ſooth'd her pains. - 
ln made of pious harmony and love, | 

mn be no ſtrangers to their avork above, 


XII. 
But 


U And there her heart is. Bear her through the ſky. 
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168 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHT, 


But muſt we loſe her hence? The muſe in pain 
Regrets her flight, and calls the ſaint again, 
Stay, gentle ſpirit, ſtay, Can nature kad 
No charms to hold the once unfetter'd mind? 
Muſt all thoſe virtues, all thoſe graces ſoar 
Far frem our ſight, and bleſs our earth no more ? 
Muſt the fair ſaint to worlds immortal climb, 

For ever loſt to all the ſons of time? 

O, no; ſhe is not loſt. Behold her here, 

How jult the form! how ſoft the lines appear! 
The features of her ſoul, without diſguiſe, 
Drawn by her own bleſs'd pen: A ſweet ſurpriſe 
To mourning friends. The partner of her cares 
Seiz d the fair piece, and wafh'd it o'er with tears, 
Dreſs'd it in flowers, then hung it on her urn, 

A pattern for her ſex in ages yet unborn. 


Daughters of Eve, come, trace theſe heavenly line 


Feel with what power the bright example ſhines; 
She was what you ſhould be. 
Drop a kind tear, and dreſs you at your tomb : 
Gay filks and diamonds are a vulgar road ; 
Her radiant virtues ſhould create the mode. 


Matrons, attend her hearſe with thoughts refin'd, 


Gaze and tranſcribe the beauties of her mind, 
And let her live in you. The meek, the great, 
The chaſte, yet free; the cheerful, yet ſedate : 
Swift to forgiveneſs, but to anger flow, 
And rich in ſolid learning more than ſhow ; 
With charity and zeal, that rarely join, 
And all the human graces and divine, 
Reign d in 1 and held a pleaſing ſtrife 


— "Through every ſhifting ſcene of various life, 


The maid, the bride, the widow, and the wife. 
Nor need a manly ſpirit bluſh to gain 
Exalted thoughts from ker ſuperior vein, 


Young virgins, come, 


Atte 


ttend h 
nd by! 
et her 1 
Vith cor 
nd ſtill 
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\enſe, fe 
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Attend her hints, ye ſages of the ſchools, 

nd by her nobler practice frame your rules, 

et her inform you to addreſs the ear 

Vith conquering ſuaſion, or reproof ſevere, 

nd till without offence. Thrice happy ſoul, 

That could our paſſions, and her own control; 

Could wield and govern that unruly train, 

enſe, fancy, pleaſure, fear, 1 hope, and pain, 
and live ſublimely good! Behold her move 


c hro' earth's rude ſcenes, yet point her thoughts above. 
: rraphs on earth pant for their native ſkies, 
iſe d nature feels it painful not to riſe. | 
res Ye venerable tribes of holy men, 
cars, Read the devotions of her heart and pen, 
ö And learn to pray and die. Burifſa knew 
„ lo make life happy, and reſign it too. | 
ly lineThe ſoul that oft had walk'd th' etherial road, [ Gon, 
Es; leas'd with her ſummens, took her farewel flight to 
coe But ne'er ſhall words, or lines, or colours paint 
: h' immortal F of th' expiring ſaint, 
hat beams of joy (angelic airs) ariſe DE 
. Der her pale cheeks, and ſparkle through her eyes 
nd, Wh that dark hour! how all ſerene ſhe lay 
ö beneath the openings of celeſtial day! _ 
at, Her ſonl retires from ſenſe, reſines from ſin, 
: Vile the deſcending glory wrought within; 
hen in a ſacred calm reſign'd her breath, 
And as her eye-lids clos'd, ſhe ſmil'd in death. 
O may ſome pious friend, who weeping ſtands 
Near my laſt pillow with uplifted hands, 
fe r wipes the mortal dew from off my face, 
1tneſs ſuch triumphs in my ſoul; and trace 
fe, e dawn of glory in my dying mien, : 
While on my lifeleſs lips ſ 1 heavenly ſmiles are ſeen 
1 September 29, 1720. 5 
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Ly. Fa 

N 125 quaintanc 

,EGIAC ODE | BR ſolations 

„„ ON THE DEAT H ONWWelative e 

8 c KS | thoſe ſtre 

IR THOMAS ABNEY, freſh you! 

| NIGHT and ALDERMAN Or LONDON jt may do 

| {NED B'S x that youl 

FEB. 6, 1721-2. IN THE 83D YEAR OF His Ac: Memoria: 

SW | ; ach cone 

A fixed to ſome MEM OIRS of his LI PE. gut ha 

| . dels; but 

And inſcribed to n high ; 

rave, ar 

THE LADY ABNEY, name and 

| N | blace of 

| I 11d upon 

| OUR grief is great and juſt, Tt is not i onthful 

. t 

I ower of verſe to charm on 01. — my them as b 

ariſe from a diviner ſpring. My reſidence in your f 33 

mily 3 made me a witneſs to the luſtre of Sir Th: an of tl 

2 Abney's character, and the years of your folicity a * 

and I bear a ſenſible ſhare in the ſorrows that are fe A 

_ tomb. | Fc 1th 

e nation mourns a good man loſt f attend 

| of us, a public bleſſin Lr. — = * 
dity mourns the loſs of a moſt excellent ma iſtrate . 

3 friend to virtue, and a guardian to the 555 _ vurſe of 

, e dase of CHRIS YH mourns a beautiful pillar ta * W 

_ e the * and ornament of the temple, A A oe 

83 orrows; but your loſs, Madan, © 4 by ag 

pain in it, that muſt be unknown to all, but ſu och _ 


as knew the domeſtic virtues of the deceaſed. 
e Tho 
I 


In PROSE any VERSE. 13.1 


'Thoſe who have the honour of your Ladyſhip's ac- 
quaintance, can tell whence you derive your daily con- 
folations 3- even from that world where your departed 
zlative drinks them at the fountain head. O may 
tioſe ſtreams deſcend in full meaſpre hourly, and re- 
freſh yourſelf and your mourning houſe! 
But if a verſe cannot give comfort to the living, yet 
50 it may do honoux to the dead: and it is for this reaſon 
"Mihit your Lady ſhip deſires a verſe to attend theſe few 
Memorials of Sir Te, Abrey's Life. His modeſty 
ah concealed a thouſand things from the world, which 
ght have ſtood as Witneſſes of his piety and good- 
7 but he thought it ſufficient that his record was 
n high ; yet your unteigned love follows him to the 
nave, and would do every thing that might adorn his 
name and memory. Since you have called me to this 
lace of ſervice, the obligations your Ladyſhip hath 
hid upon me are ſtrong enough to ſummon up my 
: outhful powers and talents, eyen when J look upon 
in them as buried and almoſt forgotten. 
rts mul beſides, Madam, there are ſome occurrences that 
our kin of themſelves rouze the muſe from the deepeſt 


L OF 


ir Th! leep. 3 Poeſy is not always under the command of the 
elicit] Will, As there have been occaſions heretofore when I 


are ſneWWire wiſhed to write, but the imagination has refuſed 


0 attend the wiſh ; ſo there are ſeaſons when verſe 


he millWomes almoſt without a call, and the will might reſiſt 
1. I rain. A few ſuch ſeaſons have I met with in the 
trate, Worſe of my life, and ſome of them have found me, 
ic peaeten in the chambers. of death. When I tave ſpent 
ilar us in the midſt of mourning, and the whole ſoul 
ple. Mech been tuned to thrrow, the harp hath ſounded of 
a. 5 s own accord, and awakened all the doleſul ſtrings. 
ut lud 


vch was the hour when your dear and honoured bro- 
| „ ther, 


Tho 
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9s THOUGHTS 


ther, Mr. Thomas Gurſton, departed this life; and ſu 
is the preſent | 1+ err worth, forſik 
ing our world, ftrikes all the powers of nature vit 
ſentiments of honour and grief, and the hand : 


172 MISCELLANEO| 


the heart conſent to raiſe a monument of love and EAT T 
row. 
Accept then, honoured Madam, theſe lines of Ee SIR 
as a ſincere pledge of the greateſt veneration which n 
heart pays the memory of Sir Thomas Abney. Ho SOLIL 
far ſoever the verſe may fall below the theme, yet no 18 
it muſt always live, ſince it is joined to theſe Memo 1 
and attached to a character that cannot die, A Joi | 
while ſucceeding ages ſhall read the honours due toi Car 
deceaſed, let them know alſo the gratitude I pay 
your Ladyſhip, for the ſignal benefits of many yall Ergo 
conferred on  Urget 
fy Your Lady/ſhip's Inc 


% obliged, and 
Obedient Servant, 


1x PROSE 'axy VERSE. 173 


| AT THE þ 
FATHOF THAT EXCELLENT MAN, 
s THOMAS ABNEY, 
SOLILOQU Y, ox MounniNG MEDITATION. 
Quis geen ft pucor aut modus : 


um chari np: ? precipe lugubres 
ne to! Cantus, Melpomene. 


Ergone ABNEIUM perpetuus ſopor 
 Urget ? Cui pudor & juſtitiæ ſoror 
Incorrupta fides, nudaque veritas. 
Quando ullum irvement parem ? 1 
: | . 


E ANT 
I'TS. HIS PRIVATE LIFE.” 
\ BNEY expires. A general groan {behave 
Sounds through the houſe. How muſt a friend 


Where death and grief have rais'd their throne, 
ad the ſad chambers _ TER IEN of the grave? 


* 


Shall I appear amongſt the chief 

{ mourners, wailing o'er the dear deceas'd ? 
Or muſt 1 ſeek to charm their grief, | 

ad in diſtreſs of ſoul to comfort the diſtreſs d? 


I 3 III. 


174 MISCELLANEOUS THOU GH 


III. 1 
I mourn by turns, and comfort too: e mour 

He that can feel, can eaſe another's ſmart; 
I be drops of ſympathetic woe 9 55 We 
Convey the heavenly cordial warmer to the heart. ay” 5 
. A | 0 
We mourn a thouſand joys deceas'd, put hope 

We name the Huſband with a mournfu] tongue; 

He, when the powers of life deereas'd, | There 
Felt the diviner flames of love for ever young. 8 
Thrice happy man! Thrice happy pair! N 
If love could bid approaching death remove, Gre 
The painful name of Widow here ee 
Had ever been unknown: But death is deaf to love. * 


TY GT. . * + TR TY; o 8 
Arina“ mourns, ſhe mourns alone, 
Her grief unrivall'd in a houſe of tears, 
The partner of her ſoul is gone, 


Who doubled all her joys, and half ſuſtain'd her cares 


X TH. 
See the fair Offspring of the dead, 5 HIS PI 


With hate young grits Mens they incloſe, 


Beſide the Father's dying bed; = DU 
And as her woes increaſe, their love and duty grows. D  , 
e ee en ano 1 
The Children feel the Mother's pain, reat na 


Down their pale cheeks the triekling forrows roll; 
Ihe Mother ſees and weeps again, 3 Cou 
With all the tender paſſions ſtruggling in her ſoul, ould A 
| | : n | F N -L EKR 
The tender paſſions'reign and ſpredd 
Through the whole houſe, and to the courts . *.3 


* The Lady Abney. 
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| 75 
We mourn the beſt of Brothers dead; 

Ve mourn the kindeſt Maſter, and the firmeſt Friend. 

X. 


We mourn; but not as wretches do, 


* 


4 pbere vicious lives all hope 1 in death deſtroy : 
A falling tear is nature's due; 
gut hope climbs high, and borders on celeſtial joy. 
; XI. 
* There ſits the late departed Saint“; 
There dwells the Huſband, Father, Brother, Friend 
Then let us ceaſe the ſore complaint, 
Dr mingled with our groans let notes of praiſe abend | 
XII. 
Great God to thee we raiſe our ſong, 
* ine were the graces that enrich'd his mind; 
oe. We bleſs thee, that he ſhone ſo long, 
ind left ſo fair a track of pious life behind, 
e 8 095.0 
cares, | 15 
HIS PUBLIC CHARACTER AND DEATH. 
3 : 
FD UT can domeſtic ſorrows ſhew “ 
rows. WI A nation's loſs ? Can private tears ſuffice 
0 To mourn the Saint and Ruler too, 
5 reat names, ſo rarely join'd below the bliſsful Kies! : 
0 5 * | 
| Could Ax NE in our world be boi; | 
oul, ould ABNEY live, and not Britarnia ſmile ? 
ſcend : 1 Juſtum & fenacem propoſe ti virum, &C, 
I Hac arte—finixus arces attigit Lues. 0 R. 
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Or die, and not Britannia mourn®, 
When ſuch etherial worth left our degenerate iſle ? 


His { 


Yet love a 


III. God- 
"Twas heavenly wiſdom, zeal divine, Moving u 
Taughr him the balance and the ſword to hold: Yet y 
His looks with ſacred juſtice ſhine Deſcendin 
Beyond the ſcarlet honours, or the wreathen gold, 
ERS of He m 
Truth, freedom, courage, prudence ſtood ind ſav'd 
Attending, when he fill'd the ſolemn chair: Carel. 
He knew no friendſhips, birth, nor blood, The Chrifl 
Nor wealth, nor gay attire, when criminals were theret. 
| E His h 
lle ſign'd their doom with ſteady hand; eaven W 
Yet drops of pity from his eye-lids roll: His t. 
He fpuniſh'd to reform the land. luch he p 
With terror on his brow, and mercy in his ſoul, + 
VI. : With 
His tongue was much unſkill'd to chide ; To the fail 
Soft were his lips, and all his language ſweet: _ Nor v 
1 8 His Wor make 
* Cundis ille boxis flebilis occidit. Ho, See tl 
7 — Eft animus tibi | ind peace 
Rerumgue prudens, Q ſecundis No t 
Temporibus, dubiiſque rectus; Am 0 | 
Vindex avare fraudis, is abflinens | 5 
Ducentis ad ſe cuncta pecuniæ. Lader 
- Bonus atqus fidus lis vigoro 
Fudex honeſtum pretulit utili, & And 
Kefecit alto dona nocentium . fight as t 
Vultu —— Hos. | 
Wo querit Pater urbium 45 Spent 
Subſcribi ſtatuis, indomilam audeat ature ret 


Refrenare licemiam 
Ca des, & rabiem tllere cibium-— Hos. |} 
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His ſoul-diſdain'd the airs o of pov ſtreet. 
Yet love and reverence oo him through the —_ 


God- like he liv'd = * here, 

Moving unſeen, and ſtill ſublimely great; 

Yet when his country claim'd his care, 
Deſcending he * _ bore the pomp of ſtate, 


He more than once obli q the throne, 
ind ſav'd the nation: yet he hung d the fame, 
Careleſs to make his merit known. name. 
[te Chriſtian hath enough, that Heaven records his 

ret, IN. 

His bumble ſoul convers'd on high ; 
eaven was his hope, his reſt, his native home; 

His treaſures lay above the ky; | 
luch he poſſeſt on earth, but more in worlds to come. 


With ſilent ſteps he trac'd the way 
Jo the fair courts of light, his wiſh'd abode; 
Nor would he aſk a moment's ſtay, 
or make the convoy m = call'd his ſoul to Go Db. 
See the good man with head reclin'd, 
1 heart, reſign his precious kiceach': 
uilty thoughts oppreſs his mind; 
am an ſerene his life, — and calm his death. 
Laden with honours and with years, 
lis vigorous virtue ſhot a youthful ray; 
And while he ends his race, appears 
right as the ſetting · ſun - — ug cloudleſs day. 
Spent with the toil of buſy hours, 
Nature retir'd, and life ſunk down to ſleep ; 
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A monument to ABN v's ſpdtleſd fame: 


was almoſt expired, and he was contriving how he 
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me dreſs the bed with fade loſb Mowers ;' 


The heart of every Brilon rear!!! 
The pencil faints, the muſe deſp air; 
His country's grief and love muſt eternize his name, 
* Sic det inii mœreur, 1 4 #1 
3! "Driter marores\ donieftleaxg © 
| Et patria ſius luctut, 2 
e efi20005 Wit £11.51 
: — — x - | | 
LVI. ENTRANCE UPON THE WORLD, 
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ohcerns O 


URINO was a young man, brought up to 1 
reputable trade: the term of his appretiticeſhip 


might venture into the world with ſafety, and purſue 


buſineſs with innocence and ſucceſs. :' Among his neu Nord to c. 

| kindred, Serenus was one, a gentleman of conſiderabe Her of 
character in the ſacred profeſſion; and after he hae advice 

_ conſulted: with his father, who was a merchant 0 * 
ooſe to 


. eſteem: and experience, he alſo thought fit to 
0 


ek a word of advice from the divine. Sens had ho live 
ſuch a reſpect for his young kinſman, that he ſet hi ſtock 
thoughts at work on this ſubjeR; and with fome ten- be ſuperi 
der expreſſions, which melted the youth into tears, bWngs of di 
put into his hand a paper of his beſt counſels. Cri U. Wh 
entered upon buſineſs, purſued his employment wit orld, ſti 
uncommon advantage, and under the bleſſing of Hes ud what 
ven advanced himſelf to a conſiderable eſtate. He pon Reli 
lived with honour in the world, and gave a luſtre ons eterr 


the religion which he profeſſed; and after a long 1 


c 


# 
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d, 
| f piety and uſefulneſs, he died with a ſacred compo- 
pe ie of ſoul, under the influences of Chriſtian _ 
zome of his neighbours wondered at his felicity in this 
Vorld, joined with ſo much innocence, and ſuch ſe- 
' Where virtue. But, after-his death, this paper was found 
n his cloſet, which was drawn up by his kinſman in 
ne. Naly orders, and was ſuppoſed to have a large ſhare in 
rocuring his happineſs, mobi B 
Apvices To 4 Younc MAN. 
W. 4 | Wy | by 1 75 | 
K NSM AN, I preſume you deſire to be hap- 
IX py here, and hereafter: You know there are a 
Jouſand difficulties which attend this purſuit ; ſome 
D. f them perhaps you foreſee, but there are multitudes 
| hich you could never think of. Never truſt there- 
to ere to your own underſtanding in the things of this 
ceſhip World, where you can have the advice of a wiſe and 
2w bel friend; nor dare venture the more important 
purſue {Woncerns of your ſoul, and your eternal intereſts in the 
is neut orld to come, upon the mere /ight of nature, and the 
erabe Hates of your own reaſon ; fince the Word of God, and 
ie habe advice of Heaven, lies in your hands. Vain and 
ant offBtoughtleſs indeed are thoſe children of pride, who 
fit toſſEhooſe to turn Heathens in the midſt of Great-Britain ; 
17 had ho live upon the mere religion of nature and their 
et len ſtock, when they have been trained up among all 
e ten. de ſuperior advantages of Chr;fianity, and the bleſs- 
rs, he{W"gs of divine Revelation and Grace. E 
Cum II. Whatſoever your circumſtances may be in this 
t wit orld, till value your BI BLE as your beſt treaſure: 
Her- nd whatſoever be your employment here, ſtill look 
lle von Religion as your beſt buſineſs. Your Bible con- 
tre ons eternal life in it, and all the riches of the upper 
ng lie ls © 4 | world; 
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and wiſdom. And to perfect your directions in both 
the beſt of rules and the beſt of examples there, and 
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world; and Religion is the only way to become a pdf, rely, th: 

ſeſſor of them. a — ou 
III. To direct your carriage towards Gop, comet VII. \ 

particularly with the book of Pſalms: David was a mu creature a 


of ſincere and eminent devotion, To behave arg, a diſc 


among MEN, acquaint yourſelf with the whole bock 


| | you kno! 
of Proverhs : Solomon was a man of large experience 


you find 
ſrength, 

be your c 
he fit up! 
words, ) 
by me. 


theſe, read the Goſpels and the Epiſtles: you will find 


thoſe more. immediately ſuited to the Chriſtian life. 
IV. As a Man, maintain ſtrict temperance and 6. 


briety, by a wiſe government of your appetites and VIII. 
paſſions: as a Neighbour, influence and engage al then you 
around you to be your friends, by a temper and car-Wlived in: 
riage made up of prudence and goodneſs ; and let te you do n 
poor have a certain {hare in all your yearly profits. AW eur, or 
a Trader, keep that golden ſentence of our Saviour' any worl 
ever before yon, Whatſeever you would that men faul te publi 
dounto you, do you alſo unte them. 355 {ant dut 
Vis While you make the precepts of ſcripture the Cop an 
conſtant rule of your duty, you may with courage tet and not 
upon the promiſes of ſcripture as the ſprings of yourWlin ſeven 
encouragement. All divine aſſiſtances and divine . loſt out 
compences are contained in them. The Spirit of lig poſed to 
and grace is promiſed to aſſiſt them that aſk it. Hes. IX. 8 
ven and glory are promiſed to reward the faithful and Diligenc 
the obedient. . | practice 


VI. In every affair of life, begin auitb God. Con- acquaint 
ſult him in every thing that concerns you. View hing f 7 
as the Author of all your bleſſings and all your hopes, ;. 4.—2 
as. your beſt friend and your eternal portion. Med. ume or 
tate on him in this view, with a continual renewal of It is 
your truſt in him, and a daily ſurrender of youriel WM weaknef 
40 him, till you feel that you love him moſt Fo ef:Rual 
** , | | | tire ys 
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tirely, that you ſerve him with ſincere delight, and 
that you cannot live a day without Gop in the world. 
VII. You know yourſelf to be a Man, an indigent 


a man creature and a finner, and you profeſs to be a Chriſti 
rige, a diſciple of the bleſſed Jes vs: But never think 


you know CHRIST nor yourſelf, as you ought, till 


rence you find a daily need of him for righteouſneſs and 
bot firength, for pardon and ſanctification: and let him 
11 ind be your conſtant introducer to the great Gop, though 


he fit upon a throne of grace. Remember his own 
words, John xiv. 6. No man cometh to the Father but 


nd {0- by me. | 

and VIII. Make prayer a pleaſure and not a taſk, and 
5 al then you will not forget nor omit it. If ever you have 
d CAPs 


lived in a praying family, never let it be your fault if 
you do not live in one always. Believe that day, that 
hour, or thoſe minutes to be all waſted and loſt, which 
any worldly pretences would tempt you to fave out of 
the public worſhip of the church, the certain and con- 
ſtant duties of the cloſet, or any neceſſary ſervices for 


let the 
ts. As 
viour's 


dull 


re the Cob and godlineſs. Beware leſt a blaſt attend it, 
ge ret and not a 3 If Gop had not reſerved one day 
t yeurßz in ſeven to himſelf, I fear religion would have been 


ne fe- lot out of the world; and every day of the week ex- 
flight poſed to a curſe, which has no morning religion. | 
; Hes. IX. See that you watch and labour, as well as pray. 
ul and Diligence and dependance muſt be united in the 
practice of every Chriſtian. It is the ſame wiſe man 
Con- acquaints vs, that he hand of the diligent and the ble 
w hin Wi ins of tbe Lord joined together to make us rich, Prov. 
hopes, ;. 4,—22. rich in the treaſures of body or mind, of 
Medi WW time or nn. „ 
wal of It is your duty, indeed, under a ſenſe of your own 
-ourſelt weakneſs, to pray daily againſt fin; but if you would 
oft en- e:ually avoid it, you muſt alſo avoid temptation, 
tircly, and 
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and every dangerous opportunity. Set a double guard, 
whereſoeyer you feel or ſuſpect an enemy at hand.— 
The world without, and the heart within, have ſo 
much flattery and deceit in them, that we muſt keep 
a ſharp eye upon both, left we are trapt into miſchief 
between them, | 
X. Honour, profit, and pleaſure, have been ſome. 
times called the world's trinity, they are its three chief 
idols; each of them is ſufficient to draw a ſoul of 
from Go, and ru it for ever. Beware of them, 
therefore, and of all their ſubtle inſinuations, if you 
would be innocent and happy. | 
Remember, that the honour which comes from Goo, 
the approbation of Heaven, and of your own conſci- 
ence, are infinitely more valuable than all the eſteem 
or applauſe of men. Dare not venture one-ſtep out 
of, the road of Heaven, for fear of being laughed at 
for walking ſtrictly in it. It is a poor religion that 
cannot ſtand againſt a jeſt. 1 ies 
Sell not your hopes of heavenly treaſures, nor any 
thing that belongs to your eternal intereſt, for any of 
the advantages of the preſent life: har ball it priji 
a man to gain the 3 4 «world, and loſe his aun ſcul! 
Remember alſo the words of the wiſe man, He 7hat 
beveth 2 ſhall be a poor man he that indulges 
himſelf in wine and oil; that is, in drinking, in fealt- 
ing, and in ſenſual gratifications, Gall not 55 rich. It 
is one of St. Paul's characters of a moſt degenerate 
age, when men become lowers of pleaſure more than lo- 
YH 


ders of God. And that He/bly luſts war againſt the ſui, 


is St. Peter's caveat to the Chriſtians of his time. 

Xl. Preſerve your Conſcience always ſoft. and ſenf- 
ble. If but one fin force its way into that tender part 

of the ſoul, and dwell eaſy there, the road is payed 


And 


for a thouſand iniquities. 


21+ 
And. ta 
temptatic 
ſatisfy y. 
apology. 1 
XII. I 
world of 
fatteries 
prepare t. 
its 0ccur! 
mifling ft 
aud let 2 
tempeſts; 
vens abo! 
and hope 
a ſtrange 
you will 
XIII. 
is not a d 
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cd, And. take heed}. that under any ſeruple, doubt, or 
—emptation whatſoever; you never - let-any :reaſohings' 
{ Wtisfy: your conſcience; which will not be a ſufficient 
cep WH zpology\ to the great Judgezat the laſt dax. 
el XII. Keep this thought ever in your mind. It is a 

world of vamity and vexation in which you live: the 
me. fatteries and! promiſes of it are vain and deceitful; 
hief repare therefore to meet diſappointments. Many of 
| of Whits bccurrences . are, teaſing! and wiexztioue, In every 
em, I nffling ſtorm without; 133 ſpirit in patience, 
you Wh nd: let. all be calm and ſerene within. Clouds and 

tempeſts are only found in the lower ſkies/: the Hea- 
ob, Jens above are ever bright and clear. Let your heart 


„ 


iſci- nd hope dwell much in theſe ſerene regions: live as 
cem a ſtranger here on earth, but as a citizen of Heaven, if 
out you will maintain a ſoul at eaſe. . 

d at XIII. Since in many things we offend all, and there 
that is not a day paſſrs which is perfectly free from ſin, let 


repentance tour God,” and faith in our Lord Jeſus 


any NC, be: your daily work. A frequent renewal of 
iy of Wl theſe exerciſes, which make a Chriſtian at firſt, will 
prifii ¶ be a conſtant evidence of your fincere Chriſtianity, and 
1: gire you peace in life, and hope in deatg. 
e that XIV. Ever carry about with you ſuch a ſenſe of the 
ulges MW uncertainty of every thing in this life, and of life it- 
fealt- Wh (elf, as to put nothing off till to-morrow, which you 
. It can conveniently do to-day. Dilatory perſons are fre- 
gerate Wouently expoſed to ſurpriſe and hurry in every thing 
an l. chat belongs to them: the time is come, and they are 
e ſoul, Nunprepared. Let the concerns of your ſoul and your 

ſhop, your trade and-yourrzeligion, lie always in ſuch 
ſenſi- Norder, as far as poſſible, that death at ſhort warning 
ro may be no occaſion for a diſquieting tumult in your 
pay 


ſpirit, and that _= may eſcape the anguiſh of a bitter 
repentance in a dying hour. « 


Phronimus, 
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- Phronimus, a conſiderable eaft-land merchant, hay. 


A few e 


pened upon a copy of theſe advices about the time 

when he permitted his ſon to commenoe a partnerſhip W's 2 boy, 
with him in his trade; he tranſcribed them with his Dad thoug! 
own hand, and made a preſent of them to the youth, Mood, for 
together with the articles of partnerſhip. Here, young ben I be 
man, ſaid he, is a paper of more worth than thef y faith f 
articles. Read it over once a month, till it is belief; 
wrought in your ſoul and temper. Walk by theſe rules, MWpchment 
and I can truſt my eſtate in your hands. Copy out {ery what 
theſe counſels in your life, and you will make me and nd laid a 
yourſelf eaſy and happy. 8 5 ith to its 
I ee f 52 | lain, M 
| r ng, alled it 47 
7 18 ST 45; geing a H. 
LVII. SOULS IN FETT ERS. Cleries v 
e f . nie”. e durſt ha 
8 a ſore unhappineſs is it to the Chriſtian {Ween ſeen 
| Y world, that men are confined in parties! {Wave let hi 
There are ſome noble ſouls: impriſoned from their Mentions, 1 
infancy within the pales of a particular clan, or nar. ]Wiiicle of 
row tribe; and they muſt never dare to think beyond Nat ſne ha 
thoſe limits. What ſhameful bars are laid in the way ince he ha 
to obſtru& the progreſs of knowledge, and the growth Noughts ir 
of the intellectual world! Generous ſentiments are Phileuch 
ſtifled and forvid to be born, left the parent of them N w 
who belongs perhaps to one /e&, ſhould be ſuſpected WW the fan 
of too much intimacy with another; and a thouſand limſelf to 
brave free thoughts are cruſhed to death in the very Neſbed by 
bud, leſt they ſhould Took like the offspring of a foreign {FS Kill : 
tribe, when they appear in open light. What a Net he cou 
wretched influence, names, and /efs, and parties have Neney, pre 
upon the commonwealth of Chriſtianity! We hardly s aſham 
dare believe ourſelves when we have found out a truth, W! mw | 

. | at a 


if our anceſtors did not believe it too. 
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hap. | 

15 A few days ago, Aleutherus told me, that when he 
ſhip 25 a boy, he firmly believed the myitery of the maſs, 
bis ad thought the prieſt could turn bread into fleſh and 
uth, {Wlood, for all his relations were of that mind; but 
Jun hen I began to think for myſelf a little, ſaid he, 
het y faith ſtagge::d, the falſhood ſeemed too big for 
it is Wy belief; and yet I know not what ftrange ſecret at- 
ales, Wechment to the religion of my fathers forbid me to 
ont ery what they had profeſſed. So I had ſhut my eyes, 
and Ind laid all my riſing doubts to ſleep ; I firetched my 


gain. Without thinking whether it were poſſible, I 
alled it divine ; for I could not bear the thoughts of 
ing a Heretic, | 


een ſeen in a meeting houſe. He could willingly 
ave let his ſoul looſe from all human forms and 1n- 
entions, if he had not lately fubſcribed the twentieth 
rticle of the church among the reſt, and declared 


rond at ſne has power to ordain rites and ceremonies. But 
way ince he has ſubſcribed, he does not care to indulge his 
wth Whonghts in ſo much freedom. 25 44 


Phileuchas happened to lodge a week at the houſe of 


; are 
hem "ib where he heard Mr. Fenks's prayers read dail 
ied In the family with great devotion ; he prevailed wah 
ſand imſelf to join in the worſhip, and felt his ſoul re- 
very eſhed by it; yet his own houſe continued prayer- 
reign E's fill: for, F airy he loved religion at his heart, 
at a Pet he could not expreſs himſelf with any tolerable de- 
have Nency, propriety or courage in family-worſhip, and he 
rdly W ee to let his friends know that he made uſe 
f forms. - = FAKE * 27 


in 


ith to its former ſize, and ſwallowed the old doctrine 
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Chries would gladly have heard Euphonus preach, if 
e durſt have ventured the cenſure of his friends, and 
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What a poor fooliſh thing is man! Human nature 
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his countrymen, ſo that he is counted a ſort of Mar- 


that One true Gov in a dying hour; for, it is ſaid, that 


e god of phyſic. I confeſs it is ſo mean and 


is not Greece only, but Rome alſo has produced exam. 


martyrs for the trutu. 
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in all ages is too much like itſelf. What is now prac. Wi he Pare 
tiſed among Chriſtians, to the reproach and injury of In, it is x: 
revealed truth, has been a bar to the profeſſion and lum quaſt| 
improvement of natural #6 gy in the days and the & cum in 


nations of ancient Heatheniſm. Univerſ. 


Socrates is famous in hiſtory for his belief of the Om Il. de Na 
true God, in oppoſition to the Polytheiſm of the world, then, or 
and the numerous idols of the prieſt and people: but, WChriſtians 
he is reported, by this means, to have expoſed him-guilty of 
ſelf to the reſentment and popular fury of ſome of WW O! wh 
ſhall traff 
their new 
dap-light, 
proach ? 
who ſhall 
ſpeak it fi 
or the odi 
arife in G 
produce l 
and to th 
empted f. 
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long ſecu 
VIOUR f. 
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giye leav 
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tyr for that cauſe.; Vet, as ſome report, he was ſcarce 
able to ſupport his courage in the public profeſſion of 


he ordered a cock to be offered as a ſacrifice to Eſcula- 


rvile a compliance, that I can hardly believe it con- 

cerning. Socrates. | ef 

But if the ſoul of the noble Grecian was bound in 

theſe fetters of a P os religion, which forbid his 
0 


0 
bold and final profeſſion of his di viner ſentiments; it 


les of the ſame weakneſs among ſome. of its heroes, 

muſt be acknowledged, they had. ſome heavenly 
flights of thought, and courage enough to let thei! 
notions juſt ſtart into light, and give broad hints of 
their faith; but they were forced to cramp and diſcou- 
rage the progreſs and the growth of it, for fear of the 
national idolatry which reigned in their age. They had 
not. ſtrength of ſoul and bravery enough to become 


Cicero was a great man, but he was afraid to ſpeak 
what he knew of the Unity of the eternal God, the 
roof all. Jt is bard, ſays he, ts find out bin in 

F 2 | | | l; 


as 
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, 


prac. Wi the Parent of this univerſe ; and when you have found 
ry of fin, it is noi lawful to ſheaw him to the vulgar world, II- N 
and um quaſi parentem hujus univerſitatis invenire difficile: 
d the cum inveneris, indicare in vulgus nefas; Lib. de 


Univerſ. p. 2. And the ſame he ſaith again, Lib. 


One l. de Nat. Deor. Let not our men of heatheniſm 
orld, ten, or Britiſb infidels, charge all this folly upon 
but, I Chriſtians alone, ſince their Pagan predeceſſors were 
him-Mguilty of it as well as we. | | | 
ne of O! where ſhall that city ſtand, whoſe inhabitants 
Mar- shall trafic in intellectual treaſures, and ſet forth all 
ſcarce their new improvements and acquiſitions in the open 
on of Waz-light , without the dangers of public penalties or re- 
„ that MWproach ? Where ſhall that happy race of men be born 
ſcula- who ſhall ſeek truth with an unbiaſſed ſoul; and ſhall- 
n and peak it freely to mankind; without the fear of parties, 
t con · N or the odium of fingularity? When ſhall that golden age 


ariſe in Great-Britain, in which every rich genius ſhall. 
produce his brighteſt ſentiments to the honour of God, 
and to the general profit of men, and yet ſtand ex- 
empted from common ſlander? When ſhall the ſacred 


ad in 
id his 
ts; it 


exam mines of ſcripture be digged yet deeper than ever, 
eroes, {Wand the hidden riches thereof be brought out of their 
enly long ſecurity, to adorn the doftrine of God our SA 
their Wv10vk ?—O that theſe dark and ſtormy days of party 
ats of Wand prejudice were rolled away, that men would once 
iſcou - sive leave to their fellow Chriſtians, to ſpell out and 
of the Wread ſome antient and unknown glories of the perſon 
ey had Hof Chr1sT, which are contained in ſcripture, and 


ecome to unfold ſome hidden wonders of his goſpel! The 
wiſeſt of men know yet but in part; and it is always 
ſpeak I poſſible to grow wiſer, at leaſt on this fide Heaven: but 
o, the public prejudice is a friend to darkneſs; nor could ig- 
2 why norance and erfor, without this ſhield, have defended 
i WW tbeir thrones ſo long among creatures of reaſon, under 
the light of divine fun- beams. 
| LVIII. 
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Binds me to ſorrows: All below _ 
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LVIII. To LUCIUS ON THE DEATH 
„„ SERENA. . 


DAR SIR, 
8 of theſe verſes were attempted to ſooth your 
ſorcows in a melancholy and diſtreſſing hour: 
They were all finiſhed near the ſame time, and united 
in this form, though they have thus long lain in ff 
lence, nor ventured to, preſent themſelves to you. 1 
am almoſt in pain already, leſt they ſhould awaken 


| your heart-ach by a recollection of ſome dear mourn- 


ful images, and vaniſhed ſcenes of grief, Let theſe 


lines rather call your views upward to the better man- 


fions of your abſent kindred, and awaken you to aim 
every ſtep of life towards theſe regions of holineſs and 
joy. Adieu, and Pe be happy. Jam, 

Sir, 4 ur „ Kc. 


DEATH AND HEAVEN. 
IN FIVE UE Merion 


0 D E J. 


1 Spirit's Lack to the Body after long Sickneſs, 


. 
H am I keld a priſoner now, 
Far from my God ! this mortal chain 


Is ſhort-liv'd eaſe or tireſome pain. 


When \h 
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To live: 


No 


Farewel 
Th. 
My Gol 
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Then ſh; 
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1 
When ſhall that wond' rous hour appear, 
Which frees me from this dark abode, 
Jo live at large in regions, where 
Nor cloud nor veil 511 hide my Gop ? 
Farewel this fleſh, theſe ears, theſe eyes, 
Theſe ſnares and fetters of the mind: 
My Go, nor let this frame ariſe 
Till every duſt be * 
Jesus, who mak'ſt our natures whole, 
Mould me a body like thy own: 
Then ſhall it better ſerve my foul _ 
In works of praiſe and worlds unknown. 


O DE II. 
The departing Moment; or, Abſent from the Body. 


| 1. 2 
BSENT from fleſh! O bliſsful thought! 
What unknown joys this moment brings! 
| Freed from the miſchief fin hath wrought, 
From pains and wane * and all their ſprings. . 
Abſent from fleſp! IIluſtrious day! 
Surpriſing ſcene! triumphant ſtroke, 
That rends the priſon of my clay, 
And J can feel my * broke! 
Abſent from flaſs 1 Then riſe, my ſoul, 
Where feet or wings could never climb, 
Beyond the heavens where planets roll, 
Meaſuring the cares and joys of time. 
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IV. 
Igo where Gov and glory ſhine: 
His prefence makes eternal day, 


My ALL, that's mortal I reſigr | 
For Uriel waits and points my way: 5 


I! 


REA 
Four 
© D E mm. | Dcean of 
Entrance into Paradj iſe; or, Fe e _ the Lid, Veda 
gn 0% 2's by py 
ND is ae Heaven! And am 1 I dere! Whore Fs 
How ſhort the road! how ſwift the flight! 1 
I am all life, all eye, all ear; _. : 
_ Jesvs is here—my ſoul's delight. 3 
| II. My 
Is this the heavenly Tried) who hung ot 10 U 
In blood and anguiſh on the tree, To f 
Whom Paul proclaim'd, whom David ſung, 
| Who dy'd: for them , who dy'd for me ? ixdonr 
III. 1 My r 
How 6 thou Offipring of my Gov! | e meane 
Thou firſt· born Image of his face! But: 
Thy death procur d this bleſt abode, 
Thy vital beams adorn the N. 
I. 
Lo! he preſents me at the chrone e 
All ene there the Godhead, reigns . 
Sublime and peaceful through the Son: 
Awake, * voice, in W ſtrains, 2 4h 
| | | NV 


80 0 Di 


8 ix FROSE and VERSE. 
ODE w. 1 
The 0 we of Go D in Heaven b il | 
REATOR- GOD, eternal Light, +200 


Fountain of good, tremendous power, 
Dcean of wonders, bliſsful ſight! 
Beauty and love 1 hay before! 
hy pms thy nature, all unknown 
n yon, dark region whenee I came; 
Where languid glimpſes from thy throne 
And feehle whiſpers W thy name. 
I 

I'm in a world where all is new; 

My Self, my Geo; O bleſt amaze! 
ot my beſt hopes or wiſhes knew 

To form a ſhadow % =_ grace, 
d on my GoD, my heart, adore: 
My reſtleſs thou ghts forbear to rove : 
ee meaner paſſions, ſtir no more; | 
| But a my Pane be joy and love. 
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f Funeral OD DE af ' the Interment of he Bog 2 70 
be ſung by the Mourners, © | 
1. b 
NVE I L hy boſom, Faithful tomb ; 85 
Take this new treaſure to thy truſt, rg 
d give-theſe ſacred reliques room 3 
o ſeek a lumber in the duſt, 
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II. 

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear 

Invade thy bounds. No mortal woes 
Can reach the lovely ſleeper here, 
And angels watch 9 repoſe. 
| III. 
So Ixs us ſlept: Gop's dying Son 

Paſt through the grave, and bleſt the bed. 
Reſt here, fair ſaint; till from his throne 

The morning break w_ pierce the ſhade. 
Break from his throne, illuſtrious morn ; 

Attend, O earth, his ſovereign word; 
Reſtore thy truſt, a glorious form; 

She muſt aſcend to meet her Lox p. 
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LIX. DIVINE CONDUCT DISPUTEL 
e AND JUSTIFIED. 
Wer we meet with any thing in the condut 


of men, which appears ſtrange and unaccount 
able to us, if at the ſame time it ſeems to carry in 
the aſpe& of ſomething low and trifling, we are t0 
ready to think ourſelves ſuch ſons of wiſdom as to pit 
nounce puerility and contempt upon the perſons at 
their practice. So haſty are we to paſs ſudden and ral 
judgments on the preſent appearances of things, 4 
do imagine every thing is unreaſonable when we do i 
immediately ſec the reaſon of it; as if all reaſon wi 
ingroſſed in our boſoms, and wiſdom had no oe 
. abode, Gelitet, to ſhew his own ſuperior genius, tr! 
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te rites of Mies, and the ceremonies of the Jewiſh 
ligion, in the ſame manner: he cannot deviſe what 
| theſe bells and pomegranates, and twenty other 
tle fineries, were made for N the garments of the 
joh-prieſt; nor can he guels the reaſon of all the 
retty punctilios about lambs, and rams, and red 
afers; about pigeons, hyſſop, and ſcarlet, ſprinklings 
id waſhings. He 1s utterly at a loſs what they were 
ſgned for, and therefore he roundly declares his opi- 
on, that Mz/es had little to do, who could employ his 
ind in contriving ſuch trifles. It is unaccountable, 
ws he, that a perſon, who ſeems, in other things, to 
ea man of ſenſe, ſhould preſcribe ſuch an endleſs 
mal, with minute directions about a hundred little 
atters, relating to the pins and tacks, the boards and 
tains of the tabernacle, and all that ſcenery of pue- 
e worſhip, which a wife man would neither com- 
und nor practiſe. And thus he goes on to ſhoot his 
s of blaſphemy at divine wiſdom over the ſhoul- 
s of Moſes, and, through his fides, to ſinite the 

od of reel with ridicule and reproaches. 

How often does ſuch a ſudden and raih cenſure diſc 
ver its own folly, when it is paſled on the actions of 
In, by a further inſight into their wiſe deſigns; and 

man, who poured out his laughter and contempt 

on others, how juſtly does he become the object of 
niempt and ridicule himfelt, on the account of his 


TEL 


ondu 
count 
y in 
are 10 


to pee and raſhneſs? But when the counſels and ap- 
ns Aintments of the bleſſed Gob, when the works of His 
nd ral dom, which is vaſt and deep, beyond our ken and 
BS, dom, are thus taken to taſk by hilly mortals, and 
| „ ded becauſe they do not underſtand the purpoſe 


intent of them, what Hagrant impiety is this? 
at impudence added to their raſhneſs? aud how. 
ch does it deſerve the divine indignation? 
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for half an hour together, merely to pleaſe and ent 


tain his eye-ſight, as Gelotes imagined, with the brigh 


neſs and ſtrength of the reds and the blues, the gre: 


and the purples, in many ſhifting forms of {ituaticn 


while ſeveral little implements lay about him, of wh 
— and ſhreds of coloured filk, pieces of tin w 


oles in them, ſpeRacles and burning-glafſes, - Whe 


che gentleman at laſt ſpied his company, he came doi 


and entertained them agreeably enough upon otlt 


ſubjects, and diſmiſſed them. | 
At another time Gelotes beheld the ſame gentler 
blowing up large bubbles, with a tobacco-pipe, out 
a bowl of water well impregnated with ſoap, wii 
is a common diverſion of boys. As the bubbles rol 
he marked the little changeable colours on the {url 
of them with great attention, till they broke and 
niſhed into air and water. He ſeemed to be ve 
rave and ſolemn in this ſort of recreation, and nd 
and then ſmiled to ſee the little appearances and d 
appearances of colours, as the bubble grew thinner! 
Wards the top, while the watry particles of it ran di 
along the fide to the bottom, and the ſurface pr 
too thin and feeble to include the air, then it bun 

ieces and was loſt. | 
Well, ſays Gelotes to his friend, I did not think! 
would have carried me into the acquaintance of al 
man : ſurely he can never be right in his ſenſes 
| ke a 


This very man, this Gelores, a few days ago was ca 
ried by his neighbour Typiger to ſee a gentleman of hi 
acquaintance; they found him ſtanding at the windy 
of his chamber, moving and turning round a gl: 
priſm, near a round hole which he had made in th 
window-ſhutter, and caſting all the colours of the rain 
bow upon the wall of the room: they were unwillin 
to diſturb him, though he amuſed himſelf at this mt 
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waſtes his hours in {ach fooleries as theſe.—Whatſo- 
erer good opinion I had conceived of à gentleman of 
your Intimacy, I am amazed now that you ſhould keep 
any degree of acquaintance with him, when his reaſon 
js gone, and he is become a mere child. What are all 
theſe little ſcenes of ſport and amuſement, but proots 
of the abſence of his underſtanding ? Poor gentle- 
man! I pity him in his unhappy circumſtances ; but I 
hope he has friends to take care of him under this de- 
gree of diſtraction. | 4 0 
Typiger was not a little pleaſed to ſee that his project, 
with regard to his neighbour Gelates, had ſucceeded ſo 
ell; and when he had ſuffered him to run on at this 
n ui rate, for ſome minutes, he interrupted him with a ſur- 
Wich prizing word: this very gentleman, ſays he, is the 
great Sir Isà AC NEwrToON, the firſt of philoſophers, 
the glory of Great Britain, and renowned among the 
nations. You have beheld him now making theſe ex- 
periments over again, by which he firſt found out the 
nature of light and colours, and penetrated deeper into 
the myſteries of them than all mankind ever knew be- 
fore him. This is the man, and theſe his contrivances, 
upon which you fo freely caſt your contempt, and pro- 
nounce him diſtracted. You know net the depth of 


eries; whereas the learned world has eſteemed them the 
utmoſt reach of human ſagacity. _ 

Gelates was all confuſion and ſilence. Whereupon 
Typiger proceeded thus: Go now and ridicule the 
Law-giver of Vrael, and the ceremonies of the Feavyh 
- be. j which Mes taught them: Go, repeat your 
tolly and your {landers, and laugh ar theſe divine ce- 
remonies, merely becauſe you know not the meaning 
of them: Go, and affront the Gop of //rael, and re- 
proach him for ſending Me/es to teach ſuch forms of 
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worſhip to the Feavs. There is not the leaſt of then 
but was appointed by-the greateſt of Beings, and ha 
ſome ſpecial deſign and purpoſe in the eye of diving 
wiſdom. Many of them were explained by the aps. 
tle Paul, in his letter to the Hebrews, as types and en. 
blems of the glories and bleſſings of the New Teftam: 
and the reſt of them, whoſe reaſon has not been ir. 
covered to us, remain perhaps to be made known atthe 
converſion of the aut, when divine light ſhall be 
ſpread over all the ancient diſpenſations, and a bright 
glory diffuſed over all the rites and forms of religion, 


which Gop ever inſtituted among the race of Adam. 


Thus far Typiger; while Gelates was ſtill filent, be. 
ing pierced to the heart with a conviction of his raſh- 
neſs and folly, and ſtung inwardly with bitter remorſe 
at the thoughts of his impious and profane raillery, 
He went home mournful, and ſet himſelf, with a fn- 
cere and humble enquiry, to learn all the ſucceflive 
religions of the Bible, which he had ridiculed, and 
found ſo much reaſon, in a great part of them, that he 
ſubmitted to believe the dignity of them all, and pro- 
feſſed himſelf a hearty CHriſiag. 

The book of nature, and the book of providence, 
have ſome obſcure pages in them, as well as the took 
of religion and grace, There are many appearances in 
the creation of Gop, and many more in his govern- 


ment of the world, which are thus impudently arraign- 
ed by thoughtleſs mortals. They diſcover not the 


ſymmetry and exact proportion between the ſeveral 
parts of them, and therefore they pronounce them the 
works of chance, and mere caprices of nature.—They 


cannot penetrate into the diſtant deſigns of the all-wiſe 
Creator and Ruler of the univerſe, and they are ready 
to conclude, that there is no deſign, no wiſdom in 
them. But he was a much wiſer man who tells 1 
N | that 
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that God has made every thing beautiful in its ſegſon, but 
nan has this world in his heart; that is, he is fo intent 
upon the preſent little ſpot of ground on which he 


ine WW gands, and the little incidents of that inch of time in 


which he appears, zhat he cannot diſcern the work that 
en o does from the beginning to the end thereof; and there- 
% Whore men are not able to comprehend the admirable 
beauty of his works, and they are reſolved to believe no 
arther than they can fee. Vain animals of fleſh and 
blood ! Proud ſwelling reptiles of the earth! As if a 


dier company of worms, who are juſt crept out of their na- 
01, Nie glebe, and retiring into it again, after a few 
25 moments, ſhould pretend to arraign and cenſure the 
be. motions and phaſes of the moon, and all the rules and 
an Wovements of the planetary worlds. That man ſurely 
ore Mfroald have a ſtretch of thought equal to Deity, and 
ler. ich one ſingle ſurvey graſp all the atoms of created 


ntter, and all the minds, with all their ideas, he 
hould view at once all their infinite relations to each 
ther, with all the ſcenes and appearances in the upper 
nd lower regions of creation, from the beginning of 
lime far into eternity, who would dare to conteſt the 

idom of providence, or any of the works or the ap- 
vintments of his Maker! How manifold are thy xuorks, 
Lird? in wiſdom haſt thou made them all. How un- 


bade are thy ways, and thy judgment uutractable by 
e the ſons of men! Who has known the mind of the 
ele d, and auh hath been his connfellor? Of Hiim, and by 
*. m, and jor him, are all things; to whom be glory jar 


ber and ever. Amen. 
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| than beca 
LX. SINFUL ANGER FOR GOD's SAKE, K 
as upbraid a 
T is a very poſſible thing for us to be ſinfully angy ke of m 
I with our neighhour, even upon the account of fn: HRluto ſudde 
we have hearts of unſearchable ſubtilty and unfathom Niund not be 
able deceit, The beſt of us are too often tempted i In ſuch 
follow the violence of our own carnal affections, undeſ and whet 
an appearance of zeal and duty, and ſcreen our orc aſk m 
wrath to man, under the covert of love to Gon. Adis with thi 
when the angry powers of our nature are ſet on work Ws pious ac 
under the colour of ſo divine a principle, they are imp lected r 
tient of all reſtraint, and know no bounds; for hare beer 
cannot do too much for Gop and his honour. ſo warm 
Deirus is ready to think, that if he let fly all l Chriſtia 
wrath againſt a man for a ſinful action, that wrath teproacl 
cannot rife to exceſs: he perſuades himſelf, that it oſpel hac 
rather a work of righteouſneſs than a fault, and putWout of the 
it among his virtues and his honours, I wiſh Dem nd paſs 2 
would take heed, leſt he mingle the heat of cori Now, i 
fleſh and blood with holy zeal, and offer iniquity toWawakened 
a ſacrifice. In order to manage well in this matter, eauſe it © 
would admoniſh him to take notice of theſe things. Inuſt be 1 
Firſt, When an action offends both Gop and our ble 
ſelves at the ſame time, we muſt watch with the utnoWproaches, 
diligence, left ſelt-love diſguiſe itſelf in the form is mouth 
zeal, and command our paſſions entirely into our oviſWrofaned | 
ſervice, while we think they are at work for Goohiumed a 
Suppole J have often inſtructed young Pravo, as to bi ance of 
morals; ſuppoſe I have earneſtly perſuaded hin temple, J. 
any duty, or cautioned him often againſt ſome ei Second 
practice, and I ſee him nevertheleſs obſtinately proc any pai 
in his own way; perhaps I ſhall be ready to indMit run to 
my anger againſt him, becauſe he difobeys me, counſel, Z 


tna 
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than becauſe he diſpleaſes Gop. Or, ſuppoſe my y 1 
AK neighbour Calumnio rail at me as a Puritan and a mad- We 
. man, becauſe I am ſeen often at public prayers, and = 
upbraid and reproaeh me with odious charges for the 1 
anbry Wake of my religion: I am tempted to kindle perhaps _ 
f fin: into ſudden indignation, chiefly . elf is reviled, 1 
thom Nand not becauſe Gop is diſhonoured. 1 
ted ty In ſuch inſtances as theſe, there is an eaſy way to 10 i 
under end whether our zeal be more ſelfiſh or divine. Let 1 
oni ne aſk my own heart, Should I have been ſo angry 1 
Ard with this youth if he had neglected another friend's 17 
work pious advice, in the ſame caſe wherein he has neg- 1 3 
mpg lefted mine? and yet the fin againſt Gop would bY | 
or bare been the ſame. Again, Should I have grown 48.08 
ſo warm againſt Calummio, for reproaching my fellow- 72 
all hi Chriſtian, on account of his devotions, as I am ror 1 
Wag reproaching me? and yet his offence againit the __ 
at it M goſpel had been the ſame ſtill.— Thus, by putting /e 1H 6 
d putWout of the caſe, we guard a gainſt the deceit of ſelf- love, 418 
D:indnd paſs a juſter ſentence on our own actions. WH: 
orru Now, if, upon due ſearch, we find that our wrath is [25008 
ty tofawakened rather becauſe an action offends us, than be- "4 | 
iter, Nrauſe it offends Gop, this is a Work off the fle, and {0G 
7 muſt be mortified; our paſſions ſhould all be pure. 15 Wt 
our Our bleſſed Lord Jisvs bore a load of perſonal re- 1 
utmaßgproaches, falling heavy upon himſelf, and opened not 1 | 
orm is mouth; but when the Few; buyers and ſellers 1 
r 0V8rofaned his Father's houſe of prayer, then indeed he 4 
Gooſumed an extraordinary character, and gave an in- . 
(0 M ance of ſevere zeal, by ſcourging them out of the 
um temple, Jo ii. 17. i 
1c e Secondly, Take care of giving up the reins intirely 
roco any paſſion, though it pretend ſin for its object, leſt 
ndalhit run to an ungovernable exceſs. It is St. Paul's 
„maß counſel, Be angty and fin not, Eph, iv. 26. ſo hard it is 
* K 4 e to 
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to be angry upon any account without ſinning. f 
was a happy compariſon (whoſoever firſt invented i; 
that the paſſions of our Saviour were like pure water 
in a clear glaſs: ſhake it never ſo much, and it is pure 
{tll; there was no defilement in his holy ſoul by the 


were imn 
the caſe © 
camp of / 
deſtroy th 
Loxo JE 


warmeſt agitation of all thoſe powers of his anima ſcourged | 
nature; but ours are like water with mud at the bot. WM himſelf r 
tom, and we can ſcarce ſhake the glaſs with the gente mind to i 
motion, but the mud ariſes, and diffuſes itſelf abroad that unde 
polluting both the water and the veſſel. Our iraſcibleWM ſet up, 2; 
paſſions can ſcarce be indulged a moment, but they with the! 
ready to deſile the whole man. 5 ſtitute. 
We may find whether our anger ariſe to a ſinful cnc Anothe 
or no, by ſuch enquiries as theſe. _ 5 Whether o 
Does it fire my blood into rage, and kindle my f- row us: 
rits into a ſudden blaze, like a train of gunpow deri per, and 
Ihen it looks too much like a work of the fleſh, and ferce and 
may create a juſt ſuſpicion of the pious purity of und rend 
for, this has not the appearance of a Chriſtian virtue, Neuſes? I 
Our holy religion is a more reaſonable and a more to be for 
gentle thing, and ever teaches us to act with a thought- Wand the & 
leſs violence, though it ſometimes calls the attire Wav 70 /pe, 
powers of fleſh and blood into the aſſiſtance of ſincere W- Finally 
zeal. | | for any d. 
Does it tranſport us away to the practice of any nan, or! 
thing ur becoming our character? Does it arm our may then 
tongues with vile and fcandalous names, or our hand Win ſome n 
with haſty weapons of outrage and cruelty ? This fort It is a 
of conduct carries in it more of the reſemblance of ie nal powe 
evil ſpirit that ſeeks revenge and miſchief, I conſeß H watchfu 
there have been ſome examples of ſevere and terribe Wunruly an 
zeal among the pious Fears but we muſt remembes, The lat 
that the meek and peaceful religion of the goſpel! friends, a 
not then eſtabliſhed; and we muſt conſider too, tie mere 
moſt of theſe examples had a divine commiſſion, ame end, 
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were immediately inſpired by Gop himſelf. Such was 
the caſe of Phineas, when he flew the two offenders in the 
eamp of /rae/: So Elijah called for fire from Heaven, tb 


201 


deſtroy the two captains and their companies; and our 


Loxb JEsUsS CHRIST, under the ſame divine influence, 
ſcourged the merchants out of the temple. But our LoxD 
himſelf reproved his own diſciples, when they had a 
mind to imitate the wrath of Elijab, and taught them, 
that under his diſpenſation, which was ſhortly to be 
ſet up, zeal was a gentler virtue, and more of a- piece 
with the reſt of that religion which he deſigned to in- 
ſtitute. | | | | 

Another queſtion we ſhould put to ourſelves, to find 
whether our anger be exceſſive, or no, is this; Does it 
throw us off from our guard, diſpoſſeſs us of our tem- 
per, and "darken our judgment! Does it make us 


tierce and poſitive? Does it rob us of our patience, 


and render us deaf to all ſober remonſtrances and ex- 
euſes ?* Then it can never be from Gop, tho! it pretend 
to be for him : For ſelf-government is an eternal duty ; 
and the c which is from above is /avift to hear, and 


Finally, let us atk, Does the paſſion render us unfit 


for any duty to Gop, tempt us to omit any duty to 


man, or hinder us in the performance of either? We 
may then aſſure ourſelves it riſes to exceſs, and becomes 
in ſome meaſure criminal. 2117 

It is a certain rule of prudence, that all theſe ani- 
nal powers, be they never ſo juſtly employed, deſerve 
þ watchful and fevere guard upon them, left they grow 
unruly and extravagant. . 171.46 

The laſt piece of advice that I would give to my 
Iends, and learn to take myſelf, is this; That where 
phe mere appearance of an angry paſſion will attend the 


K 5 and 


ow to ſpeak ; it 18 eaſy to be intreated, and full of forgiveneſs. 


Lame end, I will not chooſe to give myſelf the trouble 


ment. ls it not better for me, as a man and a Chriſtian 
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and diſquietude of feeling a real one. Why ſhould ] 
ſuffer my blood and ſpirits to riſe into diſorder, if the 
picture of anger in my countenance, and the ſound of 
it imitated in my voice, will effectually diſcourage and 
reprove the vice I would forbid? If J am but wiſe e. 
nough to raiſe an appearance of reſentment, I need not 
be at the pains to throw myſelf into this uneaſy fer. 


XI, O! 
MAJE 
| QUEE 
| 1727, 


to maintain a calm, ſedate averſion to the ſin, and ex. NO 2 


preſs my diſlike of it, ſometimes at leaſt, rather by a Enſem 
counterfeit than real anger? If hypocriſy be lawful any Hum 74, 
where, ſurely it may be allowed in this caſe, to diſlem- aber &, 
ble a little. TATE | git, 
And to carry the matter yet farther, I think I may e tuum / 
aſſert, there are ſeveral ſuch occurrences in life, where. Wrar/1mirter 
in it is better not ſo much as to imitate anger, and io E regin; 
expreſs nothing like it, though the ſin war, heinous, ro picta / 
Anorgus, an excellent man, and an exemplary Chriſti V decens 
an, would not only ſuppreſs all wrath, but conceal all Wt: /acies cu 
appearance of it, leſt the offending perſon, by ſee- {W:ichrior % 
ing him diſcompoſed or reſenting, might be kindled 
into the ſame paſſion, and thus be rendered unfit to re- 
ceive a reproot from him, and grow deaf to all his di- T he 
vine reaſonings. 13 
It is a certain and ſhameful truth, that in this fral 
and ſinful ſtate, we love ourſelves ſo much, and Goo R 
ſo little, that we ſeldom begin to grow angry for Gov' 
ſake, but we ſoon grow more angry for our own: And r 
therefore, upon almoſt all accounts, it may be given profu: 
as a piece of general and ſafe advice, that, let the oc- 
caſion be never ſo provoking, yet the leſs fury the bet Muftr 
ter. The wrath of man ngwer works the righteouſneſi i Boden 
God. | "Tis ( 
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- the | PTY 

dl. ON THE CORONATION OF THEIR 

al WY MAJESTIES KING GEORGE II. axp 

F QUEEN CAROLINE. OCTOBER IIR, 
fer. 1727. = | 

ſtan | | 

| ex- {MD AGO armis invite heros age : fortibus apta 

by » BF En/erm Sumeric ; meritam clementia temperet iran: 

l any Nam reg, & leges nolli clementer acerbas. 


ßer &gucœus mes regnator olympi 

ligit, & Leto vultum exhilaravit alive ; 

le tuum ac ro cingit diademate crinem, 
ranſmittetgue tuam lom gema in ſecula faman. 
Eu regina tori conſors tibi dextera adheret, 
uro pitta ſinus, auro radiata capilles : 


arifti- W's decens, tote of? gemmiſqut infignis & aur 7 

al all WW: facies cultum illuſtrat, facitque decord. 

ſee - hrior eſt animus. 

ndled Bu chax. 
to le- wy . 
11s di- The CoRonaTion-Daxr. A. O DE; 

8 frail 5 

G0⁰ ISE, happy morn; fair ſun, ariſe; 

Jobs Shed radiant gold around the ſkies, 

OWN: And rich in beams and bleflings ſhine 

gwen Profuſe on Gx OR GE and CAROLIN E. 

he 0C- IT 

1e bete , 


Illuſtrious pair! no tear to-day 
Bedew the royal Parents clay ! 
LXL "Tis Grog the BLxsT remounts the throne, 
With double vigour in his Son, wt 
K 6 III. 
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III. . The 
Lo! the majeſtic form appears, Whe! 
Sparkling in life and manly years ! 
'The kingdom's pride, the nation's choice, See | 
And Heav'n approves BRITANNIA's voice, 72 
33 
Monarch, aſſume thy powers, and ſtand Still 
The guardian hero of our land: 
Let ALB1oN's ſons thy ſtyle proclaim, Brits 
And diſtant realms revere thy name. The 
52 i; (On 
Bear on thy brows th' imperial crown ; Com 
Rebellion dies beneath thy frown : 
A thouſand gems of luſtre ſhed Each 
Their lights and honours round thy head. Eacl 
| VI. | Wh: 
Lift up thy rod of Majeſty “, Shal 
The foes of Gop and man ſhall flee : 
Vice with her execrable band Mar 
Shakes at the ſword in George's hand. Prot 
8 VII. He 
Law, juſtice, valour, merey ride To 
In arms of triumph at his ſide; 7 
And each celeſtial grace is ſeen Bloc 
In milder glories round the Qucen. Ade 
| VIII. Ane 
Fail, Royal Fair! divinely wiſe! Of 
Not Auftrian crowns + could tempt thy eyes 
To part with truth. Twas brave. diſdain, Rel 
When CzsAx ſigh'd, and lov'd in vain, In r 
I.. | 
But Heaven provides a rich reward: * The 
George is thy lover and thy lord: ug 
| | he Medal, w 
f ; juſtify the 
The Sceptre. + Archducal and Imperial. | 7 Prir 
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Ihe Hritiſb lion bears thy fame, 
Where Auſtrian eagles have no name. 
See the fair train of Princes near: 
Come, Frederick, Royal Youth, appear, 
And grace the day. Shall foreign * charms 
Still hold thee from thy country's arms; 


XI. ; 08 

Britain, thy country“? Prince ariſe, _ —_ 
The morning-ftar to gild our ſkies; 1 
(O may no cloud thy luſtre ſtain!) 108 
Come, lead along the ſhining train. 1 
Each in parental virtues dreſs'd, 1 
Each born to make a nation bleſs'd: 1 
What kings, what heroes yet ungrown, | 1 
Shall court the nymphs to grace their throne! 1 

XIII. e 
Mark that young Branch f of riſing fame, wo 
Proud of our great Deliverer's name: 1 
He promiſes in infant- bloom, 1 
To ſcourge ſome ty rant power of Rome. hl | 
| XIV. 1 ay hn 
Bloom on, fair ſtem !. Each flower that blows, We”: 
Adds new deſpair to Albion's foes, _ 


And kills their hearts. O glorious view 
Of joys for Albion, ever new! 
V4 
Religion, duty, truth, and love, 
In ranks of honours ſhine and move ; 


Pale 


| * The ingenious device of the figures of Great-Britain and the 
Proteftant Religion, attending her Majeſty on her Coronation 


| Medal, with the motto, Hic amor, hæc patria, may ſupport and 
hultify theſe expreſſions. 


+ Prince WILLIAM», 


he 
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Pale envy, ſlander, fraud, and ſpite, 

Retire, . and hide in caves of night. 

| XVI. 

EURO RE, behold th' amazing ſcene: 

Empire and liberty convene | 

To join their joys and wiſhes here, 

While Rome and Hell conſent to fear. 
XVII. 

Eternal Gop, whoſe boundleſs ſway 

Angels and ftarry worlds obey, 

Command thy choiceſt favours down, 

Where thy own hands have fix'd the crown. 


| XVIII. | 

Come, light divine, and grace unknown; 
Come, aid the labours of the throne; © 
Let BRITAIx's golden ages run, 

In circles lafting as the ſun. 

XIX. 

Bid ſome bright legion from the ſæy 

Aſſiſt the glad ſolemnity: 

Ve hoſts, that wait on favourite kings, 


Wave your broad ſwords, and clap your wings, 


XX. 
Then riſe, and to your realms convey 
The glorious tidings of the day: 
Great WILLIAM ſhall rejoice to know, 
That GzoRGE the Second reigns below. 
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LXII. 


IRT H- DAV, MARCH TRE FIRST, 
COMMONLY CALLED Sr. DAVID's- DAY. 


Borrowed from Ps ALM CXXX11. 10, 11. 


| 1. 
| CILENCE, ye nations; Mael, hear; 
Thus hath the Loxp to David ſworn, 
Train up thy ſons to learn my fear, 
* And Judas crown ſhall all thy race adorn ; 
© Theirs by the royal honours thou haſt won, 
Long as the ſtarry wheels of nature run; 


II. 

Now, Britain, let thy vows ariſe, 

| May George the royal ſaint aſſume! 

| Then aſk permiſſion of the ſkies, 

To put the 3 name in David's room: 
Fair Carolina, join thy pious cares | 
To train in virtue's — . your royal heirs, 


[And be the Briiſe crown with endleſs honour their. 
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\ LOYAL WISH ON HER MAJESTY*%. 


Nature, be thou my pledge; my witneſs be the ſun,” 


IXIII. 
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EXIT PIETY,4N-A COURT: 


To PHILOMELA; 


_ Maban, | ; 
I Know not by what train of ideas I was led this 
morning to muſe on theſe four lines which J read 
ſomewhere many years ago. 5 


The court's a golden but a fatal circle, 

Upon whoſe magic ſkirts a thouſand devils 

In cryſtal forms fit tempting innocence, 
And beckon early virtue from its centre, 


This deſcription of a court gave occaſion to the 


following enquiries. 


Is there a lovely ſoul, ſo much divine, 
Can act her glorious part, and move and ſhine- 
On this enchanted ſpot of treacherous ground, 
Nor give her virtue nor her fame a wound ? 

Is there a ſoul ſo temper'd, ſo refin'd, 
That pomp nor feeds her ſenſe, nor fires the mind, 
That ſoars above the globe with high difdain, 
While earth's gay trifles tempt her thoughts in'vain ? 

Is there a foul can fix her raptur'd eyes, 
And glance warm wiſhes at her kindred ſkies _ 
'Thro' roofs of vaulted gold, while round her burn 
Love's wanton fires, and die beneath her ſcorn ? 
Is there a ſoul at court that ſeeks the grove, 
Or lonely hill, to muſe on heavenly love; 
And when to crowds and ſtate her hour deſcends, 
She keeps her conſcience and her Gop her friends 
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Have ye not met her, angels, in her llight, 
Wing'd with devotion, through meridian night, 
; Near Heav'n's high portal ?—Angels, ſpeak f ner name, 
Conſign Erjeoia to celeſtial fame ä 
While Philomel, in language like our on 
fo mortal ears makes her young vict'ries known; ; 
Jet Raphael to the ſkies her honours fing 
And triumphs daily new. With friendly wing 
Cabriel in arms attend her through the field 
Of ſacred war, and Mercy be her ſhield, 
While with unſully'd charms ſhe makes her way 
Through ſcenes of dangerous lite, to realms of endleſs 


day. 


— 
w 


[ perſuade myſelf, Madam, you will acknowledge 
that theſe queries are determined with much truth and 
jaitice, and centre in a name that anſwers every cn- 
quiry., Euſebia has ſuch a guard of modeſty ever at- 
tending, as forbids theſe lines to appear before her from 
my hand. 
dlethina- happened to fit among a few intimate 
friends while this letter was read thus far; and here ſhe 
Interrupted the reading with a friendly i impatience to 
Contr it. © 1 know Euſebia's modeſty, (ſaid ſhe) and 


0 the 


d, a bluſh will be eaſily raiſed in the face of ſo much 
virtue; yet J do not think the writer hath miſtook 

ain? ber character. In my opinion it is juſt and ſincere; 
ter whole converſation is of a- piece. Her public 

end her private hours are of the ſame colour and 

"Ry bue : ſhe is much a Chriſtian in the family and the 

F cloſet ; nor does ſhe put oF any part of that glorious 

| profeff. on at court. have been favoured with ſome 

ol her retired meditations; and as I have long had 

; te happineſs of her acquaintance, I date pronounce 
1c! that ſhe lives what ſhe writes, It ſo happens at pre- 
Have | * lent, 
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* ſent, that I can give you a taſte of her piety, and hex 
* acquaintance with the muſes together; for, I hate 
had leave to tranſcribe three or four copies yith 
© which I have been much entertained, and J am yer. 
* ſuaded you will thank me for the entertainment the 


give you.” 


I. A RURAL MrpirATIOR. 


HEE in the tune ful groves and flow'ry fields, 
Nature a thouſand various beauties yields: 
The daiſy and tall cowſlip we behold 

Array'd in ſnowy white, or freckled gold. 

The verdant proſpect cheriſhes our fight, 
Affording joy unmix'd, and calm delight; 

The foreſt-walks and venerable ſhade, 
Wide-ſpreading lawns, bright rills, and ſilent glade, 
With a religious awe our ſouls inſpire, 
And to the heavens our raptur'd ee aſpire, 
To him who fits in majeſty on high, 

Who turn'd the ſtarry arches of the ſky; 

Whoſe word ordain'd the ſilver Thames to flow, 
Rais'd all the hills, and laid the vallies low; 
Who taught the nightingale in ſhades to ſing, 
And bid the ſky-lark warble on the wing; 
Makes the young ſteer obedient till the land, 
And lowing heifers own the milker's hand; 
Calms the rough ſea, and ſtills the raging wind, 
And rules the paſſions of the human mind. 


II 


YAN } 
And 
ay, Can 
Pet ſtill re 
then my 
ofter that 
put to my 
Lan I beh 
And feel C 
(or heave 
pt my ſac 
or aid ag 
The wiles 
ve me, 
hat I m: 
pehold m. 
Whoſe fac 
To ſome 
ire me, 
o heave 
each me 
U 0 mourr 
ly headſ 
In ſilent ſ 
ar from 
And all th 
Lill ever 
ö nd Gor 
El illall rn 
Had I no 


MW „ROSE any VERSE. 2177 


II. A PEeNITENTIAL THOUGHT. 


YAN I then grieve for ev'ry wretch's woe, 
And weep if I but hear a tale of ſorrow * 

ay, Can I ſhare in every one's affliction, 
Net ſtill remain thus ſtupid to my own ? 
|; then my heart to all the world beſide 
ofter than melting wax or ſummer ſnow, 
ut to myſelf harder than adamant ? 
Tan I behold the ruin fin has made, 
And feel God's image in my ſoul defac'd; 
or heave a ſigh, nor drop a pitying tear, 
pt my ſad fate, nor lift my eyes to Heaven 
or aid againſt the flatt'ries of the world, 
The wiles of Satan and the joys of ſenſe ? 

ive me, ye ſprings, O give me all your ſtreams 
That I may weep; nor thus with ſtupid gaze 
pehold my ruin, like a wretch enchanted 
Whoſe faculties are bound with powerful charms, 
Io ſome accurſed ſpot of earth confin'd. 
ire me, ye gentle winds, your balmy breath 
o heave my boſom with continued fighs.— 
each me, ye wood-doves, your complaining note 
Lo mourn my fall, to mourn my rocky heart, 
ly headſtrong will, and every ſinful thought. 
In ſilent ſhades retir'd I long to dwell, 

ar from the tumults of the buſy world, 

End all the ſounds of mirth and clamoreus joy, 
ill every ſtormy paſſion is ſubdu'd, 
nd Gop has full poſſeſſion of my ſoul; 
all my wiſhes centre in his will, 
And J no more am fetter'd to the world; 
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212 MISCELLANEQUS THOUGHTS, | 
Till all the buſineſs of my life is praiſe, 

And my full heart o'erflows with heavenly love, 
While all created beauties loſe their charms, - 
And Gop is All in All. 
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UI. A Mipxicut Hy. 


O thee, all-glorious, ever- bleſſed Pow'r, 
I conſecrate this ſilent midnight hour, 

While ſolemn darkneſs covers o'er the ſky, 
And all things wrapp'd in gentle flumbers lie. 
Unwearied let me praiſe thy holy name, 
And ev'ry thought with gratitude mfiame, 
For the rich mercies which thy hands impart, 
Health to my fleſh, and comfort to my heart, 
O may my prayers before thy throne ariſe, 
An humble but accepted ſacrifice! 


| The con 
And when thou ſhalt my weary eye-lids cloſe, ihe 7 


| fected Al r 


And to my body grant a ſoft repoſe, TH 
- May my etherial 2 kindly ſpread 1 52 
His wings, and from the tempter ſereen my head! Fonds w. 
Grant of celeſtial light ſome piercing beams, of tune fu 
To bleſs my ſleep and ſanctify my dreams. al the 5, 
IV. Taz Dyixc ChRISTIAxN's Ho PE. 


HEN faint and ſinking to the ſhades of death, i 
I gaſp with pain for ev'ry lab'ring breath, | Ert 


O may my ſoul by ſome ble!l foretaſte know 
That ſhe's deliver'd from eternal woe! who 
May hope in Cur1sT diſpel each gloomy fear, vows old 
And thoughts like theſe my drooping ſpirits cheer. me who 
What Ne know 
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hat though my fins are of a crimſon ſtain, 
My SaviouR's blood can wafh me white, again: 
hough numerous as the twinkling ſtars they be, 
r ſands along the margin of the ſea ; 3 
r as ſmooth pebbles on the beachy ſhore, | 
he mercies of th* Almighty till are more: : 
e looks upon my ſoul with pitying eyes, 
es all my fears, and liſtens to my cries: 
e knows the frailty of each human breaſt, 
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Nhat paſſions our unguarded hearts moleſt, 1 
Ind for the ſake of his dear dying Sox i 


ill pardon all the ills that I have done. 
um'd with ſo bright a hope, I ſhall not fear 
oſee my death hourly approach more near; 
but my faith my; fe, as my life decays, 
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dying breath ſhall mount to Heaven in praiſe, ö | 
The company was not a little charmed with the un- 1 


fected air of piety and devotion which runs thro” all 
ſeſe OD Es, and pronounced the pen which wrote Ex- 
1's character guiltleſs of flattery, where the life cor- 


bonds with ſuch ſacred poely as this, and makes the 
off tuneful harmony in the ears of the bleſled Gop, and 
all the inhabitants of Heaven, _ | 
Pu. TAE couvRTEOUS AND THE 
death ö PEE VIS H. | 
h, | F $f 
| HERE are two evident reaſons why a creature 
who is proud and angry in youth, generally 
ows old in theſe vices, and never corrects them. 
er. me who were born near neighbours to Ye/ſpus, and 
What 


re known his conduct from the cradle, have named 
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him to me as a very remarkable example, in whon 
theſe two reaſons prevail, to keep him an everlaſting 
ſlave to theſe paſſions ; for, in the firſt place, he hy 
always ſuch an unchangeable good opinion of him 
and his own conduct, that he could never ſpy out hi 
own blemiſhes, nor could he find any occaſion 
charge himſelf with theſe iniquities, and therefore 
indulged them without ſelf- reproof; and then alſo, h 
is of ſo very waſpiſh a temper, that he will not be: 
any friend to give him the gentleſt notice of his oy 
follies. He kindles at once, upon the ſofteſt {yllabl 
of remonſtrance, into a ſudden fit of indignation 
his ſpirits riſe into a blaze all in a moment, and wi 
fire and thunder he filences the moſt friendly admoni 


ence whe 
with ſom 
murmurs 
while he 
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is now in 
The leo pe 
change h 
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er. The peeviſh and the furious boy, by this mean. Not ſ- 
is become a man of peeviſhneſs and fury. He wealf ſte has b 
his native crimes to old age: Growing years, and ger, y. 
caying nature increaſe theſe unhappy paſſions, theſe ih gival cor 
ward uneaſy ferments; and while vegetables loſe the rules of 
ſour juices, and are mellowed by time, this ani of divine 
grows ſourer {till by age: he appears daily more fr all the f 
ful and more imperious. Though he will bear no vith con 
monition himſelf, yet he deals out his rebukes to ot do the ſe 
with a ſovereign air; and while many fear him, t ©&tion : 
are few or none that love him, to her ſe 
He has paſſed through ſeveral indiſpoſitions in i gr p: 
courſe of life, and been often confined to his cham >he rece: 
by ſickneſs ; but at ſuch ſeaſons the whole family is bey are 
tetror, for the peeviſh humour grows intolerable. of a phi] 
perſon or thing can pleaſe him ; whether things, log and 1 
perſons, or circumſtances, all offend. Not a mot de adme 
not a ſtep, not a word is right. He is ever teal nefits anc 
his attendants with ſharp and inſolent language, thou Her r 
they do all that nature and art can do to comport vi] make; ) 
his will. He has lived uneaſy in the midft of health word fro 
eaſe, and no wonder that he is all chagrin and im n awak. 


I 4 
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hon ence u hen pain attacks him; and he ſeems to fret then 
alli vith ſome colour or pretence.—In ſhort, he inwardly 
e [WJ murmurs at providence which has ſmitten him: And 
in while he reſents the conduct of Heaven, he makes all, 
ur ho are near him on earth, feel his reſentment. He 
ien bs now in the laſt ſtage of life, and the ſame man ſtill. 


ore % Leopard cannot put off his ſpots, nor the Ethiopian 
Iſo, ange bis Hin and he that has indulged his vices, 
t bei throughout his whole life, againſt all admonitions, has 
little reaſon to expect that he ſhall be delivered from 


lis OW | 

a theſe iniquities at death. The fins of his nature ſeem 
lation io 0 down with him to the duſt; and they cleave fo 
\d wind doſe to the whole man, that it is well if they do not 


noni riſe again with him, and attend him for ever. 7 
mea Not ſo Placentia, the wiſe and the courteous. "Tho? 
ſhe has been ſurrounded with temptations to pride and 


Ee Weal | 
and of anger, yet ſhe had but little of thoſe vices in her ori- 
heſe iH ginal conſtitution, and has almoſt nullified that little by 


rules of virtue, by the labours of piety, and the aids 
of divine grace, She was educated from her cradle in 
all the forms of grandeur : ſhe has been ſurrounded 
with complaiſance of every kind, and the civilities due 
to the ſex have leſs expoſed her to rudeneſs and contra- 
dition : yet ſhe has learnt to bear an oppoſition, both 
to her ſentiments and her will, without awaking any 


oe the 
anim 
ore fie 
r no al 
to otbe 
m, the 


1s in angry paſſion, or feeling an uneaſy ferment within, 
cham dhe receives the ſentiments of her companions, when 
nily is ey are different from her own, with all the ſerene airs 
le. of a philoſopher, who has nothing in purſuit but rea- 
hings, lon and truth; and if ſhe happens to take a ſtep amiſs, 
x moto the admonition of a friend is numbered among her be- 
er teal nefits and her obligations. 5 = 
e, thou Her nature is not robuſt, but rather of a ſickly 
ort make; yet neither pain nor ſickneſs provoke a peevi 
dealt word from her. Se has learnt to receive the affliction as 


d impa 


in awakening ſtroke from Heaven, deſigned to looſen 
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her heart from all that is mortal. She is all ſubmiſſion ia m. 
to the hand of a heavenly Father; and weans herſelf to obtair 
daily from every thing beneath and beſide Gov. Se Critillo t. 
knows, or believes at leaſt, that her friends and attend. ſome anc 
ants ſeek her eaſe; and ſhe accepts all they do with diſhes w 
pron pleaſure. She had rather bear an inconvenience them qu 
erſelf, than give an uneaſineſs even to the meaner 6. MWiome wa 
gures of xl Der Every one loves to do kind off. Wrery coa 
ces for Placentia; and happy are they who can admi. Wvelcome 
niſter any relief to her in all her painful hours. but, afte 
If ſhe ever finds occaſion to give a reproof, it is with {Wvhether | 
ſo much addreſs, with ſuch wiſdom and ſuch ſweet. Nhat ſhe 
nefs, that the perſon reproved is convinced and pleaſed Weuconom) 
at once, and his reformation is effectually begun. A ty whet! 
few days ago ſhe made this appear with peculiar hap. tate than 
pinefs. Ty + W IIa Sud 
Critillo happened to pay his morning attendance, ¶ that you 
and heard divine ſervice at the ſame church which P. dere was 
centia frequented. When prayers were done, the {Were fo « 
preacher begun: he ſpoke many ſubſtantial truths, a: il awkw 
greeable enough to the text whence he derived his dif. Nie dilcor 
courſe; and he drew ſome practical inferences at the Vn you 
cloſe, with juſtice, and with ſome degree of fervency, b-day, n 
But, alas! ſaid Crizi{h, there were ſo many old-faſni- eur tait, 
oned fimilitudes and awkward flouriſhes with wich Hut eaou 
he ſeemed to garniſh his ſermon ; ſometimes the lan. 85775 
riltlly 


guage was ſo mean and creeping, ſome of the phraſes 
appeared ſo antiquated, others fo vulgar, and many 
of. them carried ſuch an affected air of the ſublime and 


Negged pa 


are, tO at 


magnificent, that all my devotion was ſpoiled. I think | For you 
1 went to church with a good heart and defires of im.. obſerva 
rovement ; but I had no appetite even to ſpiritval % a he: 
food, when it was dreſſed and wiſhed out in fo difa- | fuſe all 
greeable a manner. I muſt confeſs I came home much with eve 


out of humour, and I found no profit at all. Pi. 


cell 


, ling of 
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on ei made but few and gentle replies; but, in order 
-r(e1{ WM to obtain. more converſation on the ſubject, ſhe invited 
She BY Crizillo to dinner laſt Vedneſday. She provided whole- 
end. Wl fome and proper food, in a becoming variety; but the 
with WM diſhes were of an antique mould, the diſpoſition of 
them quite out of faſhion, and while the garniſh of 


lence 
er fl. Wome was e rich and gay, that of others was 
offt. MWeery coarſe and poor. Critillo, knowing his ſincere 


dmi. 
wa, but, after dinner, he took the freedom to alk the lady, 


with Whether this was the neweſt mode of entertainment, or 
weet- Nhat ſhe meant by ſuch an odd ſort of elegance in the 
eaſed economy of her table. I meant, ſaid Placentia, to 


3 
hap- 


try whether your ſtomach was not in a more healthy 
ſtate than your ſoul and conſcience, You complained 
laſt Sunday, that the ſermon was ſo diſhed and dreſſed, 
that you could not reliſh it; and though you confeſſed 
there was much truth and duty contained in it, yet you 
were ſo diſguſted with the ſtyle of the preacher, and 
us awkward manner, that you went away fretting at 
tie diſcourſe, and received no profit at all ; but you 
own you fed heartily upon the proviſions of my table 
b-day, nor was your ſtomach ſo ſqueamiſh as to keep 


ance, 
Pl. 
, the 
18, 4. 
8 dil. 
at the 
ency. 


faſhi- our fait, though the diſhes and garniture were inele- 
which Hint enough, and very much a kin to the ſermon you 


hrafes WI ©7645 took the hint, and was convinced of his folly, 
many Megged pardon of Placentia, and learned for the fu- 
ie and Nite, to attend with a better ſpirit on public worſhip : 
think kor you have now taught me, ſays he, to make this 
of im- obſervation, that if the ſoul of a Chriſtian be found 
ritual n a healthy Rate, it will not grow peeviſh and re- 
-diſa fuſe all ſpiritual food, becauſe it is not ſurrounded 
uch with every proper and modiſh elegance in the diſpen- 


eng of it.“ 
cem L | But 


welcome, ſat down, and confeſſed he eat very heartily : 


#44 
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her friends, but when it 8 
inactivity, or the omiſſion of any of the duties of he 
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But this is but one inſtance of her prudence and ad. 
dreſs, in reclaiming mankind from their follies: tho 
who have the happineſs of her intimate acquaintance, 
have been witneſſes to many ſuch pieces of genteel and 
effectual reproof. A 1 5 ſerenity of ſoul has mn 


through her whole courſe : But ſome years ago, whe 


ſhe was verging towards the decline of life, ſhe hay 
pened for ſeveral months together, to be ruffled and 
teaſed with two or three unhappy occurrences, which 
eame upon her at once, and gave her ſo much diſqu 
etude, as made her carriage, to thoſe round about he 
favour a little of the inward vexation. She was ov 
conſcious of the inroad which was made upon her peace 


and her gentle virtues : ſhe found the angry ferment a 


riſe too often, and work too near her heart: ſhe gart 
herſelt many filent rebukes; and, by repeated prayer 
and religious watchfulneſs, ſhe ſuppreſſed the growing 
evil, and recovered her native ſerenity. Happy thoſe 
who in ſuch an hour of temptation do not loſe their 
temper entirely beyond all recovery. 

She is now far advanced in years, and the infirmities 
which tend to put a period to life, are growing upo 
her; yet ſhe 1s not ever loading the company with he 


complaints, nor repeating to them her daily pains an 


aches, nor does ſhe often dee of them even among 
eems neceſſary to excuſe he 


place, or to prevent too much expeRation from her, un 


der her preſent incapacity and weakneſs. « What can 


« get, ſays ſhe, by buzzing all my ails into the ears0 
« my friends! I ſhall but render myſelf diſagreeadl: t 
« the world, and my company more unpleaſant to tho 
« whom [I love: and when I have talked my diſeat 


all over to them, they cannot relieve me; a 
| 66 C 0! 
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« ] choſe to complain in ſecret, only to him who can 
« ſend relief, or give a complete and joyful releaſe,” 

In the long ſeries of her life ſhe met with few ene- 
mies, and thoſe have chiefly ſprung from envy at her 
4 rg? Even while ſhe has been ſcattering her 
bleffings among mankind, ſhe has now and then met a 
rery unmerited reproach : yet Placentia has never ceaſed 
her kind offices to them, but travelled on fill in the 
paths of virtue and goodneſs, with a ſublime difregard 
to their malice. | | 


| $o glides the moon along th' etherial plains, 

Brightning the midnight world with filver blaze, 
And great and ſilent majeſty diſdains 

The clamorous envy of the barking race : 

Yet ſhines upon them till with generous light, 

While brutes abuſe her beams but to direct their ſpight. 


Philagatho, a lady of fix and twenty years old, was 
reſent while this bright character was rehearſed ; ſhe "1 
d been the mother of three children, and was ſtill by 
roceeding ; ſhe was ſo charmed with the many agree- 9 
ins ande parts of ſuch a life, that ſhe reſolved, if ever ſhe 1 
among another daughter, it ſhould be named Placeubia. we! 
uſe he 3 1 
8 of he e — ————— 
her, ug... 1 SEE 
at en XV. COMMON OCCURRENCES MO- 
e ears0 | K ALI ; oy D. 
eeable 0 | e 5 | 
t to haf > 75c9phron one evening was ſitting ſolitary by 
„ diſeal the fire, which was ſunk low, and glimmering 


therefor *hes, he muſed on the ſorrows that ſurround human 
« ] crore, and beſet the ſpirits that dwell in fleſh, By 
ance he caſt his eye on a worm which was lodged on 

| LS: the 
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the ſafer end of a ſhort fire brand: it ſeemed very un. 
eaſy at its warm fituation, writhing and alſo ſtretching 
itfelf every way for relief, He watched the creeping 
creature in all its motions. I ſaw it, ſaid he, when he 
told this incident to Philemus, I ſaw it reach forward, 
and there it met the living coal; backward, and on 
each ſide, and then it touched the burning embers: {il 
ſtarting from the preſent torment, 1t retreated and 
ſhrunk away from every place where 1t had juſt before 
ſought a refuge, and ſtill met with new diſquictud 
and pain. | 

At laſt J obſerved, ſaid he, that having turned on 
all fides in vain, it lifted its head upward, and raiſed 
its length as high as poſſible in the air, where it found 
nothing to annoy it; but the chief part of the body 
{till lay prone on the wood; its lower or worſer halt 
hung heavy on the aſpiring animal, and forbid its af- 
cent. How happy would the worm have been, coull 
it then have put on wings and become a flying inſect 
Such, ſaid he, is the cafe of every holy ſoul on 
earth; it is out of its proper element, like the worm 
lodged amongſt hot embers. The uneaſy ſpirit is ſome 
times ready to ſtretch its powers, its deſires and wiſhes 
on every fide, to oo reſt and happineſs amongſt ſenſ. 
ble goods: But theſe things, inftead of fatisfying its 
nobler appetites, rather give ſome new pain, variet 
of vexation, and everlaſting diſappointment, The 
ſoul, finding every experiment vain, retires and ſhrink 
backward from all mortal objects; and, being touched 
with a divine influence, it raiſes itſelf up toward 
Heaven to ſeek its Gop: But the fleſh, the body, the 
meaner and worſer half of the man, hangs heavy, ang 
drags it down again, that it cannot aſcend thither 
where reſt and al are only to be found. 


What ſhould ſuch a ſoul do now, but pant * long 
| | 10uFi) 


fourly 1 
breathe : 
be more 
mighty ! 
from He 
in the ſai 
it the wi 
zeal to ai 

At an 
with this 
prove, at 
(quirrel J. 
wund ha! 
the lark, 


ving up\ 


e differe 
man ot 


eat off 
others, th 
Ind relief 
the ſoul | 


arth, flie 


ehef in t. 
ible 


When 1 


ron, to, 
udelio ſat 
ry was e 


What, f 
again? | 
worms, 
the trifle 
mind the 


dur chim 
our fire-f 


4 


; in PROSE Ap VERSE. y 141 
Un» Wfourly for a ſpeedy flight to the upper world, and 


bing 
Ping be more joyful to ſuch a ſpirit, than the divine and al- 
en he mighty ſummons to depart from fleſh ? O bleſſed voice 


ward, om Heaven that ſhall f. ay to it, Come up hither ; and, 
* in the ſame inſtant, ſhall break off all its fetters, give 
: | 


| and 
zefore 
etude 


cal to aſcend. 
At another time, ſaid Philemut, I happened to be 
with this good man when he was walking through a 


ed 10 ſquirrel leaped nimbly from bough to bongh, and ran 
hos ; wund half the trees of the grove to ſccure itſelf; but 
Zou the lark, after it had juſt tried a bough or two, took 


al wing upward, and we ſaw it no more.—Juft ſuch is 


its al. 
could 
ect! 
dul on 
Worm 
; ſome 
wiſhes 
T ſenh- 


ing its 


feat off from one mortal hope, they run ſtill to 
dthers, they ſearch round among all the creatures to 


arth, flies immediately towards Heaven, and takes its 


- in the upper world, an 
ble. | 


When Philemus told theſe little occurrences of Je- 


a ron, together with his pious remarks upon them, 
* 1 udelo ſat ſimpering, with an air of contempt, till the 
5 ory was done, and then burſt out into a loud laugh. 
ouch hat, ſays he, is the old Puritanical Age returned 
oY again? Mutt we ſpiritualize the affairs of larks, and 
dy, u worms, and ſquirrels, and learn religion from all 
45 . the trifles in nature? At church let us be grave, and 


mind the buſineſs of the church; but let us not fill 
bur chimney with leſſons of godlineſs, nor ſadden 


Ong * . = ö 
nd! our hire-fide with devotion : let us never be ſo ex- 
hou! L 2 40 

; L3 ceſſively 


breathe after the moment of its releaſe? What ſhould 


it the wings of an angel, and inſpire it with double 


grove, and we unperched a ſquirrel and a lark. The 


e difference, ſaid T heophron, between a Chrittian and 
man of this world. When the ſons of earth are 


Ind relief, and dwell upon earthly comforts ſtill ; but 
the ſoul of a Chriftian, unperched from his reſt 6: 


10ng things that are invi- 
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* ceflively religious as to make temples of the field; 
© and proves, and talk of Gap and Heaven there. 
Philemus could hold no longer; but, with a ſolemn 
and ſevere countenance, gave Ridelis a juſt rebuke, 
Muſt we never think of Heaven but at church? I feat 
we ſhall then baniſh religion out of the world. Hat, 
not the bleſſed Gop given us notice of himſelt among 
all the creatures, ur muſt we never dare to take no- 
tice of him in any of them, leſt we be out of the 
mode, and ridiculed as unfaſhionable ? Periſh all theſe 
faſhions of an ungodly world, which would thruft 
Heaven from our thoughts! Let the faſhion of our 
_ Saviour obtain among us, who, when he came down 
from Gop, and dwelt among men, from every oc- 
currence of life, took occaſion to raiſe the thoughts of 
his hearers to things divine and heavenly. He drew 
the leſſons of his 7 from the fg-tree and the 10 
tard-ſeed, from a left /heep, and a louring /fy ; and there 
was ſcarce any occurrence, of the meaneſt kind, 
which he did not improve to holy purpoſes : nor does 
it become any man, who wears the name of a Chr. 
tian, to laugh at the practice of our SAv1ouR, or 
forbid his followers the imitation of ſo ſacred an ex. 
ample, | 
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HRT FOLLOW SEVERAL 
EPIGRAMS, INSCRIPTIONS, AND 
FRAGMENTS OF POESY. 


p* RHAPS there is no perſon who hath amuſed 1 
himſelf with verſe, from fifteen years old to fifty, 1 


down bat hath ſometimes writ upon low and common themes, 19 
y oc- Mor mingled fragments of poeſy on more important ſub- | ih | 
hts of Whefts in proſe; and when friends have been innocently 40 
*. entertained with thoſe little things, and copies are once 1 
there None abroad into the world, they are in danger of be- bl. 
kind, Wing publiſhed in a very imperfect and mangled manner. 
Lo To avoid this, it is better they ſhould appear as tex 
k, ore; and if they can give any farther innocent amuſe- Ws 
an ex- nent to young perſons, who delight in verſe, this 1 
may ſerve for an apology for their publication, though „ 
they were written in the early parts of life, and 1 
Bus | 
eſpecially ſince moſt of them bear ſome Givine or moral 1 
ſentiment, | 0 
"i 
1 
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IXVI. FRAGMENTS OF VERSE, 


$5.0 | | f 
I. ThePreFactof a LETTER, written Auguſt, 1692, 


2389 ſince the morning of that day 

Which bid m Jearef friends adieu, 
And rolling wheels bore me away 

Far from my native town and you, 

_ Feer fince I loſt through diſtant place, 
The pleaſures of the parent's face, 
This is the firſt whoſe language ſues 
For your releaſe from waxen bands ; 
Laden with humble love it bows 

To kiſs a welcome from your hands: 
Accept the duty which it brings, 
And pardon its delaying wings. 


II. The Sun in ECL1PsE, To Horatio. 


Dear I. N 

5 toda firſt thought which I glanced upon after ! 
had ſet pen to paper, was the approach of the 

Solar Eclipſe ; and it impreſſed me with ſuch force, that 

I was conſtrained to ſpend a few lines to dreſs up a 

ſudden thought on that ſubjeR, in the ſtrain which we 

learnt, not many years ago, among the heathen poets. 


Now, now tis juſt at hand 
Now the bright ſun leaves his meridian ſtage, 
Rolls down the hill, and meets his ſiſter's rage ; 
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Her gloomy wheels full at his chariot run, 
And join fierce combat with her brother ſun, 
The gentle monarch of the azure plain 
Still paints and ſilvers her rebellious wain, 
And fhoots his wonted fires, but ſhoots his fires in 
Vain. _ 

Th' ungrateful planet does as faſt requite 
Th' o erflowing meaſures of ber borrow'd light 
With an impetuous deluge of her reſiſtleſs night. 
His flaming courſers toſs their raging heads, | 
And heave and grapple with the ſtubborn ſhades ; 
Their eye-balls flaſh, their brazen billows puff, 
And belch etherial fire to guard the darkneſs off; 
In vain their brazen langs, in vain their eyes, 
Night ſpreads her banners o'er the wond'ring {kies, 

day, peaceſul Muſe, what fory did excite 
The kindred ſtars to this prodigious fight ? 
Are theſe the rules of nature? Will the ſkies 
Let ſuch dark ſcenes of dreadful battle riſe ? 
What dire events hang threat'ning o'er the earth? 
What plagues, what wars, juſt burſting into birth? 
Now 55 his teeming glebe the ploughman fears, 
Leſt it ſhould yield a crop of iron ſpears: 
Shepherds ſee death ſpread o'er the fleecy downs; 
Monarchs grow pale, and tremble for their crowns: . 
Vain dreams of mortal weakneſs! —— 

Awake, Pliloſophy, with radiant eye, 
Who ſearcheth all that's deep, and all that's high ; 
Awake, ſurvey the ſpheres, explain the laws 
Of Heaven, and bring to light th' eternal cauſe, 
Of preſent darkneſs, &, | 

Southampton, | 


Fune, 1695. 
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III. In a LETTER ο MARI ND A, ſpeaking concerning 
our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, 


SAT your immortal thoughts ariſe, 
Survey him crown'd with every grace ; 
Jesvs, the wonder of the ſkies, 
The great, the meek, the lovely and the wiſe ; 
The joy and glory of the favs. < 
Here angels fix their gazing fight ; 
Here ſaints releas'd from earth and fin, 
Dwell on his face divinely bright, 
Copy his beauties with intenſe delight, 
- And with advancing luftre ſhine, 


THE INSCRIPTIONS ON SEVERAL SMALL 


FRENCH PICTURES, TRANSLATED, 


ANGELICA finging. 


77 HAT! muſic and devotion too ! 
VV This1s the buſineſs angels do: 
When hearts, and hymns, and voices join, 


It makes the pleaſant work divine. 
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CHLoRis ſtringing of Pearls, 
Virtue and truth in heart and head, 
Which teach you how to act and ſpeak, 


ng 


Cbloris, to tie about your neck. 


PaYLLIS playing with a Parrot. 
If women will not be inclin'd 
To ſeek th* improvements of the mind, 
Believe me, Phyllis, for tis true, 
Parrots will talk as well as you. 


| CLavuDINA the Cork-Maid.. 
The cook, who in her humble poſt 
Provides the family with food, 


Excels thoſe empty dames that boaſt. 
Of charms and lovers, birth and blood. 


FLORELLA fraging to her Harp. 
LL Fherella ſings and plays fo well, 
Which ſhe doth belt is hard to tell; 
But tis a poor account to ſay, 
All ſhe can. do is ſing and play. 


OO AMARYLLIS ſpinning. 
O what a pretty ſpinner's here! 
How ſweet her looks! how. neat her linen! 


If Love and Youth came both to ſee her, 


Youth would at once ſet Love a ſpinning,, 
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Are brighter pearls than thoſe you thread, 
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5 
DoklI x DA ſewing. 
We ſtand expos'd to every ſin 


While idle, and without employ; 


But buſineſs holds our paſſions in, 
And keeps out all e joy. 


IRIS ſuclling three Lap-Dags. 


Fond fooliſh woman! while you nurſe 

Thoſe puppies at your breaſt, 

Your name and credit fares the worſe 
For every drop they taſte, | 

Tris, for ſhame, thoſe brutes remove, 

And better learn to place your love. 


Pomona the Market-Maid.. 
Virtue adorns her ſoul within, 
Her homely garb is ever clean: 
Such innocence difdaining art 
Gives love an honourable dart. 


LæXVII. 
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XVII. INSCRIPTIONS ON DIALS. 


Written on a SUN-D1aL in a Circle. 
07 C petit oceanum Phebus, fic vita ſepulchrum, 

Dum ſenſim tacita wolvitur hora rota ; 
Secula fic fugient, fic Inx, fic umbra, theatrum 


onec ſtelligerum clauſerit una dies. 
Afterwards turned into ENGLI$H. 


Thus ſteal the filent hours away, 
The Sun thus haſtes to reach the ſea, 
And men to mingle with rheir clay. 
Thus light and ſhade divide the year, 
Thus, till the laſt great day appear, 
And ſhut the ſtarry theatre. 


ANOTHER. 


So fide the hours, ſo wears the day, 

Theſe moments meaſure life away 
With all its trains of hope and fear, 

Till ſhifting ſcenes of ſhade and light 

Riſe to eternal day, or fink in endleſs night, 
Where all is joy or all deſpair. 


On a Ceitinc-Diat., v/ually talled a Spor- Dix, 
made at a weſtern window at T heabalds, 


Little ſun upon the ceiling, 
Ever moving, ever ſtealing 
Moments, minutes, hours away 


May 
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May no ſhade forbid thy ſhining, 
While the heavenly ſun declining 
Calls us to improve the day, 


Another for a SpoT-D1AL. 
Shining ſpot, but ever man 


Brighteſt hours have no abiding: 
Uſe the golden moments well ; 
Lite is waſting, 
Death is haſting, 
Death conſigns to heaven or hell. 


ANOTHER, 


See the little Day tar moving * 
Life and time are worth improving. 
Seize the moments while they ſtay; 

Seize and uſe them, 
Leſt you loſe them, 
And lament the waſted day. 


Other Morros o DIALS» 


Feſtinas ſuprema, 
Proxima non noſtra ef. 
Jehimur properantibus horis 
Ad calum aut erebum. 
| Sic imus ad atria lucii 
Aut umbrags erebi. 


LXIX. 


LXIX, 
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LXIX. INSCRIPTIONS: ON PORTRAITS. 


The Lines under Dr. Owen's Picture. 
| Written by himſelf. 


MB RA refert fragiles dederint quas cura doloręue 
Reliquias, ſtudiis aſſiduiſque labor. 
Mentem humilem ſacri ſervantem limina veri 


 Viotis ſupplicibus qui dedit, ille videt. 
| ENGLISHED TH us, 


Behold the ſhade, the frail remains 
Of ſickneſs, cares, and ſtudious pains. 
The mind in humble poſture waits 

At ſacred truth's celeſtial gates, 

And keeps thoſe bounds with holy fear, 

While he who gave it, ſees it there. 


Various MoTTos for an ExFiev. 


* 
— 


I. | | 
DO nbi terra quad umbra refert ſatis exhibet umbra 
uod mod? pul vis erat, quod citd pulwis erit. 
Mens dinata Dea cupit eee „ celum 
Suſpicit, ethereis afſacianda choris. 
Monſtrat iter mihi ſala fides: amor adjicit alas: 
Surgo e leuatricem, gratia, tende manum. 
Nox, error, dolor, ira, metus, car, munde, walete : 
Lux, via, vita, ſallu, omnia CHRIS us erit, 


II. 


—— 
8 8 9 oor n. 


— 0 _ „ 4 
—— > - = 24 : A - we £ 2M ow 
| £ . WW — = 
- 2 — — TAL l = —2 — Raf DR" . 
— . pag 1.42.0" nes A . ; 8 * 3, ; 3 — 
- C ih ant A FOES. ooo 2. — oe 2 2 2 
r 7 — - % — — — 8 —— ——— 1 
= we Pet” 5 2 — - 
— - 
a ” 
. 


* EL ers a Js 


— Wa, ww — 3 
9388 
AS. > 2 
RO — = 


[its — — — , 
* . 
* —— 1c ed Ie Sis lu 
-_ xs CRE 1 — NES: — 
wy - , 


232 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 


II. 
In CHRIS TO men wita late! : mea gloria C xs ius: 
Hunc lingua, hunc calamus celebrat, nec imago tacebit 
IN UNO JESU OMNIA. 


III. 


Ta avw tyre, Annbevorres ty &yams. 


Seeking the things above, And ſpeaking truth in love, 


IV. 
E, mihi CaR18Tvs vivere, &lucrum mori. 
V. 
| Rpaivog i To thy, Kepoog H To Java. 
Rey + 


Sic lewis umbra virum, wir Paulum, Paulus Jeſum Sequi-- | 
| tur, nom aſſeguitur. 


LXX. 


J. In mi 


EX OR 
Spire 
Tollitur i, 
Exurgun! 
Mercanti 
Certatim 
Quiſque | 
Craſus, 
Nec tumi, 
Ne 1 
Rex bret 
Unda jac 
Nil ſuber 


II. 


"Tis 1 
Faith, t. 
"Tis fall 
All is no 


III. In 


Inſt 


Cuive c. 
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LXX. EPIGRAMS. 
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[, In mirum maris meridionalis theſauri incrementum, 


Anno 1720. 


EX ORTA e medio jam fortiter aura popello 
Spirat in Auſtrales frudlus: Argentea ſpuma 

Tollitur in montes ; ( mirandum ) atque aurea regna 

Exurgunt ponto. Circumfremit undique turba 


Certatim ſcandunt, & ſe mirantur in aftris * 
Quiſque ſibi diadema facit, nam plurimus extat 
Craſus. At infidos, O qui ſapit, effuge fluctus, 

Nec tumide credas ( licet auro ſplendeat) unde, 

Ne 1 miſerum per mille pericla profundum, 
Rex brevis. Heu] fimulac ſubfiderit aura popelli, 
Unda jacet ; montes pereunt 5 evanida regna ; 

Ni ſuberit ſpumæ niſi forte marina“ worago, 


STOCK, 1720. 


Tis ſaid the citizens have ſold 
Faith, truth, and trade, for South- Sea gold: 
Tis falſe; for thoſe that know can ſwear 
All is not gold that gliſters there. 


five Officinæ. 


* Aliit legendum vellent wortimerina, 


Mercantim, in cœlum aſpirans : Summa æquora nautee 


II. On the wondrous riſe of the SOUTH» Sta 


III. Inſcribendum maris Meridionalis Gazophylacio, 


Qniſquis es, hic intra, cui creſcere nummulus ardet, 
Cuive crumena gravis nimis et: Hic Gaza paratur 
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Ampla magis, ſed onuſta minus; centena talenta 
Auftrali wvideas citò ter triplicata ſub undd: 
Quod gravitatis abeſt numerum ſupplere videbis. 
Hic bullz, fumus, rumor, ſpes, lana caprina, 
Nix @ftiva, umbræ, phantaſmata, ſommia, venti, 
Predia in Utopicis regionibus „ aurea ſpuma 
Aeriæ ue arces venduntur, emuntur in horas. 


vel ſi brevior inſcriptio magis arridet. 
Mon omne quod hic micat aurum eff, 
April 6, 1720. 


IV. SABINA and her COMPAN10NS travelling n- 


gether to ſee fine Buildings and Gardens, 


While round the gardens and the groves 
Your foot, your eye, your fancy roves, 
With ftill new forms of pleaſure in a warm purſuit, 
Let every tree yield knowledge too, | 
Safer than that in Eden grew, 


Where your own mother Eve found poiſon in the fruit, 


V. Taz $Ans, | 


Go, view the owellings of the great, 
The ſpacious court, the tow ring ſeat, 
The ved 
Mark the bright tap'ſtry ſcenes, and ſay, 
Will theſe ae. 3 wrinkled age delay, 
Or warm the cheek, and paint it gay, 


When death ſpreads o'er the face her frightful pale and 


cold 


. 


s of coſtly form, the fret- work and the gold; 


uit. 


VI. 
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VI. Tul rant. 


In vain to ſearch the verdant ſcenes, 
The ſhaded walks, the flow'ry greens, 
The trees of golden fruit for what can ne'er be found: 
You ſearch for bliſs, where *twill not grow, 
There is no Paradiſe below, | | 
Siace life's immortal tree is periſh'd from the ground. 


VII. Rar1o, Fives, CHARITAS, 


Recta fidem ratis juvat: alma fides rationem © 
Sed ratio atque fides nil fine amore uvant. 


Ip E u. 


Et ratio fidei eſt, & amica fides ration: 
At nihil ambo walent fi mihi dęſit amor. 


EPITAPHS. 
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236 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
LAXI.. EPITAFHS. 


I. An InsCRIPTION on a Monumental Stone in 


 CugsnvuntT church in Hertfordſbire. In Memory of | 


Trnonas PICKARD, E/q. citizen of London, ache 
died ſuddenly Jan. 29. A. 5. 1719, Etat. 50. 


AIM prepar'd needs no delays, 

The ſummons come, the ſaint obeys ; 
Swift was his flight, and ſhort the road; 

_ Heclos'd his eyes, and faw his Goo. 
The fleſh reſts here till] xs vs come, 

And claims the treaſure from the tomb. 


IT. Or the Grave Stone of Mr, Joux May, a young 
fudent in divinity, wha died, after a lingering and 
painful fickneſs, and was buried in CHESHUNT 

church yard in Hertfordſhire. | 


SO ſleep the faints, and ceaſe to groan, 
When fin and death have done their worſt, 
Chriſt hath a glory like his own, 

Which waits to clothe their waking duſt. 


III. Written for à Grave-Stone of a near Relation, 


IN faith ſhe dy'd ; in duſt ſhe lies; 
But faith foreſees that duſt ſhall riſe 
When Jzsvs calls, while hope aſſumes 
And boaſts her joy among the tombs, 


Or thus, 


BEN ATH this ſtone death's priſoner lies; 
The ſtone ſhall move, the priſoner riſe, 
When Jes vs, with almighty word, 

Calls his dead ſaints to meet their Lord. 


Pg 
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IV. To the pious Memory of the Rew, Mr, SAMUEL. 
HARVEY of London, wwha died April 17th, 1729. 
Etat. o. An Epitaph, | 


HERE lie the ruins of a lowly tent“, 
Where the ſcraphic ſoul of Harvey ſpent 
Its mortal years. How did his genius ſhine, 
Like Heaven's bright envoy, clad in powers divine! 
When from his lips the grace and vengeance broke, 
"Twas majeſty in arms, 'twas melting mercy ſpoke, - 
What worlds of worth lay crowded in that breaſt ! 
Too ſtrait the manſion for th' illuſtrious gueſt, 
Zeal, like a flame ſhot from the realms of day, 
Aids the flow fever to conſume the clay, | 
And bears the Saint up through the ſtarry road 
Triumphant. So Elijah went to Gov. 
What happy prophet ſhall this mantle find, 


Heir to the double portion of his mind ? 


Sic muſa jam wetera ſcenti 
' Inter juſtilſimus amicorum & eccle/ic 
Fletus Harvzo ſuo par-ntat. 


I. W. 


* He was a perſon of a very low ſtature, but of an excellent 
ſpirit, adorned with all the graces of a miniſter and a Chriſtian, 
in a moſt uncommon degree. His ſickneſs was a flow lever ; but 
while the diſorder was upon him, he ventured abroad, according to 
a promiſe made ſome time before, and his zeal exhauſted his ſpirits 
in pious and profitable converſation, with ſome young perſons, 
who greatly valued his miniſtry: In a few days the diſtemper 


preyailed beyond the reach and power of medicine. 


Vs 
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V. An EPITAPH os the Reverend 
Mr. MrrREW CLARKE, © 
M. S. Bo, 


In hoc fepulchro conditur. 
 MarTTrezxvs CLARKE. 
Patris venerandi filius cognominis, 
nec ipſe minus venerandus © 
Literis ſacris & humanis 
d prima etate innutritus: 
Linguarum ſcientiſſimus © 
In munere concionatorio 
eximius, operoſus o& felix : 
In officio paſtorali 
 fidelis & wigilans: 
Inter theologorum diſfidia 
moderatus Q pacificus: 
Ad omnia pietatis 1runia 
promptus ſemper & alacris: 
Lenjux, frater, pater, amicus, 
inter preftantiſſimos : 
Erga omnes hominum ordines 
5 egregie benewolus. 
Vas werd innumeras invictu modeſtia dotes 
Celawit, nec fama profert, nec copia fand? 
EF tumulo conceſſa: Sed olim marmare rupto 
* wventura dies; pr etonin cli 
| Narrabunt ; judex agnoſcet, & omnia plaudent. 
Abi, wiator, ubicunque terrarum fueris, 
| | hac autlies, 
Natur eff in agro Leicaſtrienſi, A. D. 1664. 
Obiit Loudiui, 27” die Martii, 1 726, 


Fiat, 
. | 


"tas, 


* 
o 
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; Stat. ſue 62. 
Multam dilectus, multim defideratus. 


In Engliſh thus, 


Sacred to Memory. 
In this Sepulchre hes buried 
MaTTHEtew CLARKE, 
A ſon bearing the name 
of his venerable father, 
nor leſs venerable himſelf: 
Trained up from his youngeſt years 
in ſacred and human learning: 
Very ſkilful in the languages: 
In the gift of preaching 
excellent, laborious, and ſucceſsful : 
In the paſtoral office 
faithful and vigilant: 
Among the controverſies of divines 
moderate always and pacific :” 
Ever ready for all the duties of piety : 
Among huſbands, brothers, fathers, friends, 
1 he had few equals : 
And his carriage towards all mankind was 
eminently benevolent. _ 
But what rich ſtores of grace lay hid behind 
The veil of modeſty, no human mind _ 
Can ſearch, no friend declare, nor fame reveal, 
Nor has this mournful marble power to tell. 
Yet there's a haſt'ning hour, it comes, it comes, 
To rouſe the ſlee ing dead, to burſt the tombs 
And ſet the ſaint in view, All eyes behold : 
While the vaſt records of the ſkies unroll'd, | 
Rehearſe his works, and ſpread his worth abroad ; 
The Judge approves, and heaven and earth . 
* at 
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Go, traveller ; and whereſoe'er 
Thy wand'ring feet ſhall reſt 

In diſtant lands, thy ear ſhall hear 
His name pronounc'd and bleſt. 

He was born in Leiceſtenſbire, in the year 1664. 
He died at London, March 27, 1726. 
Aged ſixty-two years, 

Much beloved and much lamented. 


VI. 4 EPITAPH on the Reverend 
Mr. E DWARD BRODHURST. 


Foe mar more comme moratur 
Vir in ſacris ſuper ſocios peritus, 
Mec in literis humanis minus ſciens 
Rebus diwinis a prima ætalè deditus, 
Maioeritatis liberè ſiudioſus, 
Fidei Chriſtiane ſtreuuus aſſertor, 
Et pietate nulli ſecumdus. 
Concionatur eximius, 
Ratione, ſuadeld eloquio potens: 
Pieaſtor erga gregem ſibi commiſſum 
Figil, & ſollicitus pene ſupra madum: 
Moribus facilis, vita bene ficus, | 
On nigen@® charitatis een plar . 
Malle virtutibus inſtructus 
Quas ſacra cela vit modeſtia; 
Sed nos uſque celabuntune 
I, lector, & expecta diem 
2. Qua cœlo terriſque femul inuoteſcet 
IE Qua lis of quantus full 
EpvaRDus BrRODHURST. | 
Agr: Derbieaſi natus eff, A. D. 1691. 
Birmingamie defunctus Fulii du 21, 1730. 
| | Anima 


W] 


Zi malt 


. £ 
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| Animam ad ſuperos avolantem 
141 1 Ectleſia militant luget, 


Nuumphuus plaudit, 


Suſcipit Chriſtus, agnoſcit Des. 
“ Euge, fidelis ſerve,” 


Done into Engliſb by another Hand. 


This marble calls to our remembrance 
A perſon of ſuperior ſkill in divinity, 
Nor leſs acquainted with human literature: 
Inclined from his infancy to things ſacred, 
An impartial enquirer after truth, 
An able defender of the Chriſtian faith, 
A truly pious and devout, man. 
A preacher that excelled 
In force of reaſon and art of perſuaſion : 
A paſtor vigilant beyond his itrength,' . © 
Over the flock committed to his charge: 
Of courteous behaviour and beneticent life: 
A pattern of charity in all its branches: 
A man adorned with many virtues, 
Concealed under a veil of modeſty; 

But ſhall not for ever be concealed, 
Go, Reader, expect the day, 
When heaven and earth at once ſhall know 

How defcrving a.perſon_ 
Mr. EDwaRD BRUDHURST was. 
He was born in Derbyſhire, 1691. 
Died at Birmingham, July 21, 1730. 
Ilis ſoul aſcending to the bleſſed above, 
Ihe church on earth bemoans, 
Ihe church triumphant congratulates, 
Is received by Chriſt, approved of Gop ; 
Moll dime, good an 125 ſeruant. 
'L 1 
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VII. The following E PIT AP H on Sir Isa Ae 
Nzwirox, was compoſed by my worthy friend, 


Mr. John Eames, with a tew decorations added at 


his requeſt. 
Hic ſepultus eft 


:ISATICUS-NEW TOQNUS, 
| Eques auratus, . 
Moribus were antiguis, ſan#tifſimis ; 
| Qui nec inter atheos Dei cultum, 
Nec inter philgſophos Chriſti fide 
CC / rt 
Ingenio ſupra hominum ſortem ſa gaci, 
Matheſin immane quantum adauxit „ , 
OO Dus juvante | 
Nature, quagqua patet, moins & wires 
Cwzls, terrd, marique examufſim dimenſus eſt 
Perplexos wagantis lung circuitus 
Striftis cancellis ſolus coercuit : 
Oceani fluentis refluique le ges the reas 
| Terricolis notas fecit; 
Temporiſque metas 
A mulltis retrò 2 vagas & erroneas 
Certis aſtrorum periodir alligavit, fixitques 
quales in ſemitas 
| Vi eravitatis ſlectuntur comete, 
| Advene, profugi, reduceſve, monſtravit. 
Paiallidumque eorum jubar 
Beneficum polius quam ferale, 
Planeticolit exhibuit optandum. 
Lucis fimplicis ortum multiformem, 
Variegate fimplicem, 
Colorum jc. miram ibeorianm 
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Primus & penitns exploravit, 
Fidis experimentis, non fictis hypotheſibus, inuixus 
Scientiee humane limites, 
Ultra quam fas erat mortalibus ſperare, * 
Proprio marte promovit, 
Pofteriſque ulterins promovendos 
Meſtrum ſuper ethera ſcandens 
Monuit & indigitawit. 
Vale, caleftis ani ma, 
Seculi gentiſque tuæ lumen ingen: 
Ac ingens deſiderium 


Generris hamani decus, vale. 


LXXI. THE CADENCE OF VERSE. 


licitous ſo to compoſe his work, that the ear may 
he able to take in all the ideas, as well as the eye, and 
to convey his complete ſenſe to the mind with eaſe 
and pleaſure, Since every ſentence has ſome words 
in it which are more emphatical than the reſt, and 
won which the meaning, the beauty, the force, and 
the pleaſure of the ſentence depend, the writer ſhould 
take great care that the hearer may have a diſtinguiſh- 
ing perception of all theſe, as well as the perſon who 
reads, All the parts of a ſentence, from one end to 
the other, are not to be pronounced with the ſame 
tone of voice: ſuch a conſtant uniformity would not 
only be heavy and tireſome, but the hearcr would ne- 
et be impreſſed with the true ſenſe of the period, un- 
leſs the voice of the reader were ge axrecebly. 
is the ſenſe of the words 

alled cadence. 


M 2 


0 


A good 


243 


2 writings of every kind, an author ſhould be ſo- 


require, This is properly 
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A good cadence. in verſe, is much the ſame thing 
as the proper and graceful ſound of a period in proſe. 
This ariſes partly from the harſhneſs or ſoftneſs of the 
words, and the happy. diſpoſition of them, in a ſort 
of harmony with the ideas which are repreſented, part- 
ly from the long and ſhort accents, which belong to 
the ſyllables well mingled; and partly alſo from the 
length and ſhortneſs of the ſentences, and a proper 
ſituation of the pauſes or ſtops, as well as from put- 
ting the emphatical words in their due places. All 
this might be made evident, in a variety of inſtances, 
by ſhewing how. obſcure, or how languid the ſenſe 
ſometimes would be found, if the proper cadences be 
not obſerved by the writer or reader; how ungrace- 
ful, how unmuſical, and even offenſive would ſome 
ſentences appear in proſe, or ſome lines in verſe, if 
harſh-ſounding words were put, when the ſofter are 
required, if ſyllables of a ſhort accent were placed in | 
the room of long; if the emphatical words or pauſes | 
were diſpoſed in improper places? The moſt {kilful } 
and melodious reader, with his utmoſt labour and art 
of pronunciation, can never entertain a judicious au- 
ditory agreeably, if the writer has not done his part 
in this reſpect. And though theſe matters are of far 
leſs importance in poeſy, than the propriety, gran- | 

deur, beauty, and force of the ideas, and the elegant 
diſpoſition of :hem ; yet the late duke of B—, in his 
famous Efay on Poetry, ſuppoſes them to be of ſome | 
neceſſity to make good verſe. bs 


Number and Rhvme, and that harmonious ſound 
Which never does the ear with harſhneſs wound, 
Are neceſſary, though but vulgar arts. 


This theme would furniſh ſufficient matter for many | 
1 pages; 


or the alteration of a ſingle ſyllable. 
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pages; but, upon occaſion of a queſtion put to me, 


a few days ago, upon this ſubject, I ſhall here take no- 


tice only of thoſe vicious cadences in verſe, which, a- 


riſe from long or ſhort ſyllables ill placed, or from 


colons, commas, and periods ill-diſpoſed, as far as my 
amuſements in poeſy have given me any knowledge of 
this kind. ay TY 

It has been an old and juſt obſervation, that Exgli/Þ 
verſe generally conſiſts of Iambic feet: An Tambic foot 
has two ſyllables, whereof the firſt is ſhort, and the 
latter long. An Engl verſe of the Heroic kind, con- 
fiſts of five ſuch feet; ſo that in reading it, the accent 
is uſually laid upon the ſecond, fourth, ſixth, eighth, 
and tenth ſyllables. 3 WW 

Mr. Dryden, who was counted. the beſt verſiſier of 
the laſt ages is generally very true to his [ambic mea- 
ſure, and obſerves it, perhaps, with too conſtant a re- 
gularity. So, in his Virgil, he deſcribes two Serpents 
in ten lines, with ſcarce one foot of any other Lind, 


. 


Two ſerpents rank'd abreaſt, the ſeas divide, 
And ſmoothly ſweep along the ſwelling tide. 
Their flaming creſts above the waves they ſhow, 
Their bellies ſeem to burn the ſeas below ;, _ . 
Their ſpeckled tails advance to ſteer their courſe, 
* And on the ſounding ſhore the flying billows force. 
And now the ſtrand, and now the plain they held. 

* Their ardent eyes with bloody ſtreaks were fill'd; 
Their nimble tongues they, brandiſh'd as they came, 
And lick'd their hifling jaws, that ſpatter'd flame.” 


Though all theſe ten lines glide on fo ſmoothly, and 
ſeem to careſs the ear, yet this is perhaps too long an 


uniformity to be truly graceful, unleſs we excuſe it by 
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ſuppoſing the poet to imitate the ſmoothneſs of the ſer. 
pents ſwift and uniform motion over the ſea and land, 
without the leaſt ſtop or interruption, 
In the lines of Heroic meaſure, there are ſom: 
parts of the line which will admit a Spondee, that is, 
a foot made of two long ſyllables; or a Trochee, 
where the firſt ſyllable is long, and the latter ſhort : 
A daß intermixture of theſe will prevent that ſame- 
neſs of tone and cadence which is tedious and painful 
to a judicious reader, and will pleaſe the ear with a 
greater variety of notes; provided ſtill that the /ambic 
found prevails. And here, according to the beſt ob- 


ſervation I can make, a Spondee may be placed in the 


firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, or fifth place. But a Tro- 


chee uſually finds no room, except in the firſt or third, 
where they are ſometimes placed with much elegance 


of ſound. 


That a Spondee may be uſed in any part of the | 


verſe, appears from this confideration, that ten ſingle 
words, which are all of lang accents, will make a 
verſe, though not a very graceful one: | 


Blue ſkies look fair, while ſtars ſhoot beams like gold. 


So that ingenious mimic line of Mr. Pope, in his Art | 


of Criticiſm, 
Where ten low words creep on in one dull line. 


In fuch verſe whe: foot may be a Spondee, or every 
ſyllable in the verſe long. Eo 


Trochees are frequently uſed for the firſt foot. This 


ſounds very agreeably, as in the firſt line of the famous 
poem called the Splendid Shilling, by Mr. Philips, 


Happy the man who void of care and ſtrife. 15 
| n 
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And ſometimes, though not often, for the third foot as 
well as the firſt: Milton deſcribes the devils 


Hovering on wing, under the cope of hell. 


The words happy in Philips, and under in Milton, are 


both Trochees ; but ſcarce any other place in the verſe, 
beſides the firſt and the third, will well endure a Tro- 


chee, without endangering the harmony, ſpoiling the 


cadence of the verſe, and offending the ear. . 
There are ſome lines in our old poets faulty in this 
particular; as, ve 


N one think rewards render'd worthy their worth. 
And both lovers, both thy diſciples were. 
„ Dawvenant. 


Where worthy in the fourth place, and 33 in the ſe- 


cond, are very unharmonious, and turn the .line into 


perfect proſe. Perhaps there may be ſome places 
found in Milton's works, where he has not been ſo 
nice an obſerver of this matter“; but it is granted, 
even by his admirers, that his numbers are not always 
ſo accurate and tuneful as they ſhould be. He has, 


indeed, too much neglected this part of poeſy, though 


he has, in many places, recompenſed the pains of the 
reader's ear, by the pleaſure he gives in the dignity 
and ſublimity of the ſenſe, as well as by the * qo 
riety of his cadences, which are moſt times juſt and 
e,, wh ths A . 
Here let it he obſerved, that where double rhymes 
are uſed, there indeed a Trochee comes laſt ; but it 1s 
| & oa M 4 | | not 


— 


Let it may de allowed, that, upon a ſpecial occaſion, 1 
Trochee is found, in the fourth place, not utterly diſagrecable is 


Milton's poem, | | 
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not deſigned there to be a foot, in the verſe, for it ſtands 

only in the place of the laſf fyllable, which is always | 
Jong, and the ſnort ſy11ble* following is but a ſort of 
ſuperfluous, turn or flouriſh added to the laſt long 1yl- 

lable, *as in Dryden's Abſalom, &c .. 


AS 47 n : AAG 2 Ar I? N 
Then all for women, painting, rhyming, drinking, 
| Befidesten thouſand freaks chat dy din thinking. 
W113 110 eee e eie 
Mie, "Theſe Trochees, inſtes 'of the alt long ſy). 
_ lable, are very ſeldom” admitted, in grave poems in 


Thyme, Pot only for baflefque Afld'fidicäls, as in e 


1 ** 


lines now cited; nor doth Milion much uſe them in his 
blank verſe, though they are frequently. uſed in blank 
verſe by more modern writers, and ef pecially in dra. 
„„ , onto te act hope 
Mr. Pope, as well as Mr. Dryden, are more careful 
in their numbers, and never indulge ſuch irregular li- 
cence, except where they deßgh⸗ | $ 

yet there is one inſtance in Pope's tranſlation of Homer, 
- wherein he has introduced a Trochee for the fourth 


+ 


foot, but it is with a beautiful intent, and with equal | 


ſucceſs, when he repreſents a chariot's uneven motion 
in a rupged way, by the abrupt cadences and rv S840 
ſound of his verſe. | ene ene eee 
gon oc 12 118% 234 1190 a 


Jumping high o'er the routes of the rough ground, 


Rattied the clattering cars, and thefllock'd axles bound. 


In che firſt of theſe lines chere is but one Jan bit, 


wiz, the routes; the reſt are Spondees and 'Trochees ; 
and particularly the two Trochees' (viz.) jumping, and 
of the are inſerted in the firſt and fourth places, to 
make the verſes the rougher. The tranſpoſition of the 
clattering cars, Which is the nominative caſe, eus 
* 54,25 30 t HO? 8057 eee 90 Y pF ver 
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inds verb rattled, adds ſomething farther to the graceful 1 
vays confuſion which ariſes in the verſe, from the jumbling 1 
tot idea which the poet deſcribes. 4 ly. 
ſyl- 4 hus much for the cadence of verſe, as it depends iy 
upon long and ſhort ſyllables. it 
* Thus much indeed (ſays Cer/crio, who read theſe . 
* « five or fix pages) and a great deal zoo much for an 1 
g. | man fo write upon theſe triftes, whoſe-profeſſion calls 1 
| © him to ſacred itudies.* 1 if 
61 Uranio, who delights to read divine poems, took 1 
%% up the cauſe, and forbid the reprover. Are all verſes, 1 
1 tle MY: ſaid he, profane things? If fo, how will the royal 1 
n ls Pſalmiſt eſcape ? But: if verſe may lawfully be writ- WW. 
lank ten, there muſt be ſome knowledge of the rules of it, i | 
dra- and ſome acquaintance with the elegance. of ſound. :8 
n as well as ſenſe. The cheerful and pious half hours. 1 
reful which have been ſpent. in the cloſet, as well as in the 1 
ar li- church, by the help of devout poeſy, give too much 
ical; encouragement to tlus art, to have it forever forbidden: 1 
2 1e, to Chriſtianss. 7 I So <4 i 
zarth Beſides, if verſe were but a mere recreation, ma 1 
equal MW not a life, devoted to divine offices, be indulged in Wo 
otion MW fome ſort of amuſements, in this animal and feeble A 
| 8800 ſtate, to divert a heavy hour, and relieve the mind a lit- 
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tle, when fatigued with intenſe labours of a. ſuperior 
kind? Was the character of that ſpiritual man,, the 


„ archbiſhop of Cambray, ever thought to be turniſhed: 
ound. by his epiſtolary converſe with De la Motte the French: 
Hoon poet, on ſuch ſubjects as theſe? Go home, Cen- 
in hie, /orio, and ſubdue your ſnarling humour; or learn, to 


hees; MW employ your reproofs with more juitice. For my part, 
and ].will proceed to gratify myſelf in reading the next 
es, to tour or five pages too; g e 1 find, by the title, 
f the chat the argument is much the ſa ne. 
er the | Fx of Te „ £1 ie 
verb M. 5. LXXIII. 
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LXXIII. OF THE DIFFERENT STOPS 
AND CADENCESIN BLANK VERSE, 


N /| R. Milian is eſteemed the parent and author of 
| blank verſe among us: he has given us a noble 

cxample of it in his incomparable poem, called, Pa. 
radiſe Loft, and has recommended it to the world in his 
preface. There he aſſures us, that rue muſical delight 
does wot confiſt in rhyme, or the jingling ſound of like end. 
. ings, but only in apt numbers, fit quantity of ſyllables, and 
the ſenſe variouſly drawn out fot one verſe into another, 
Yet, however the ſentence be often prolonged beyond 
the end of the line, this does by no means imply, that 
no verſe ſhould have a period at the end of it, for that 
would be running out of one extreme into another, 


and by avoiding one error to fall into a worſe; as 1 


ſhall make appear in what follows. 

Where rhyme is uſed, there has too generally been 
placed a colon or period at the end of every couplet, 
though without neceſſity; and thus the whole poem 
uſually runs on, in the ſame pace, with ſuch a perpe- 
tual return of the ſaine ſort of numbers, and the ſame 
cadences and pauſes, that the conſtant uniformity has 
grown tireſome and offenſive to every muſical ear, and 
is contrary to the rules of true harmony ; according to 
that known remark of Horace, 25 | 


| Ridetur chorda gui ſemper oberrat eddem. 


But it does not follow from this obſervation, that blank 
verſe ſhould abandon all ca/ors and periods at the end of 
the lines; but only that they ſhould be diſpoſed of 
with care and judgment, in a great variety, through 
ſeveral Shows of the line, as well as at the end 15 = 

ho. I 18 
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This will aſſiſt the poet in forming true harmony, and 


in making his different numbers, and the different ca- 
dences of the verſe, appear more various and graceful: 


It will conſtrain the reader to give different reſts to his 


voice; and thus to take away that dull uniformity of 
ſound which too often overſpreads a poem writ in 
Now, theſe pauſes in the ſenſe, and conſequently 
theſe reſts in the voice, ſhould be judiciouſly fixed 


through all the parts of the verſe, or line, in ſuch a 


manner, that no one ſort of pauſe, or cadence, ſhould 
return too often and offend the ear; and this may be 
happily performed, in ſome meaſure, in verſe with 
rhyme, though not ſo well as where there is none*. 
To render blank verſe more perfect in this kind, what 
if one ſhould propoſe the following rules? _ 

1. Since there are ten ſyllables in a line of Heroie 
meaſure, it follows, that there are ten places where the 


ſenſe may be finiſhed, and a ſtop may be placed ; and 
therefore, if we would obſerve any thing in propor- 


tion, there ſhould be at leaſt a color, or period, at the 


end of one line in ten; but, perhaps, the eaſe and reſt 


of the ear, the proper 2328 of the verſes, one from 
another, and the diſtinction of poeſy from proſe, 
would require it rather a little more frequent. This 
Milton himſelf has by no means obſerved, but has 
ſometimes drawn out his ſen ſe, from one werſe into ano- 
ther, as he expreſſes it, to ſuch a length, as to run on 


for ſixteen or twenty lines together, without ſo large a 


ſtop as a_/emicelon at the end of a line; and, in many 
| 175.700 $5 plöaces, 


„ In verſe with rhyme, cuſtom has almoſt made it neceſſary 
that” there ſhould be more cen, and period diſpoſed at the end 


of couplets, than blank verſe ſtands in need of, which knows no 


distinction of co::p/ets, or any ſoit of fanzas, 
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places, there is not ſo much as a comma for four or five 
lines ſucceſſively; or ſometimes for fix' or'feven, There 
are ſo many inſtances of this in — work, that 1 need 
not point to any particular page. en ee 
2. Though there are ten places: im a "link Whereih the 
ſenſe may end, or a ſtrong ſtop may be fixed, yet | 
think a very ſtrong ſtop ſhould ſcarce ever be placed at 
the firſt ſyllable, or the ninth, without ſome very ex- 
traordinary reaſon for it; the pracefulnefs » of ſound 
will hardly admit it: it ſcems too abrupt, unleſs 
Tyme peculiar beauty in the! ſenſe is ſyppofed e to be ex. 
pretied thereby. 25 

3. I'wo lines ſhould not t very often come to ether, 
where the ſtop is placed at the ſame ſyllable of the line, 
whether it be comma, colon, or period; three lines very 
ſeldom, and four never; ſor this would bring in that 
unpleafing uniformity, which it is the deſign and glory 


of blank verſe to avoid. This Milion ſeems to have 


obſerved almoſt every where with great care. 
4. Where there is a very firong period, or the end 
of a paragraph, there the line ſhould generally end 
with the — e; and an entire new ſcene, or epiſode, 
ought generally to begin anew line. 

Ihe end of a line demands always ſome ſinall 
pauſe of half a comma in the reading, whether there be 
any in the ſenſe or no, that here 


ſes, which the eye of the reader receives by looking 
on the book : And, for this reaſon, a line ſhould ne- 
ver end with a word, which is ſo cloſely connected in 
grammar with the word following, that it requires a 
continued voice to unite them; 


ought er ever to be divided from its fubſtantive ; 
| oT | Ava FE 63 1 bad 


the ear of the hearer 
may obtain a plain and diſtinct idea of the feveral ver- 


therefore an adjective | 


tive, 1 
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ive yet, may I venture to ſay, Milian has done it too of- 
ere ten; As book viii. line 5. 6. in two verſes together, 
ved 
9 What thanks ſufficient, or S at recompence 
the Equal have I to render thee, divine 
t 1 "wp iſtorian ? 55 
| at 
ex- And in book 1x. line * 
und | 
leſs — unleſs an age too late, or Pp” 1 
ex- Climate, or years damp my intended wing. WW 
her, Book vii. line 373. ſpeaking of the f | 
ine, 1 
very - Jivelied with bright rays, jocund to run 7 
that His longitude through Heaven's high road: . gray Wl 
lory Dawn and the Pl:;ades before him danc'd. 9 
have | th 
It miſt be confeſſed, where ſome important adjec- .... 
end tive of two or, more ſyllables follow. the ſubſtan- 1 
end tive, they may be much better ſeparated, as book vi 
ode, line 194. 1 
mall Girt with omnipotence, with radiance erown · d W 
re be Of majefty y Prune, fapience and Joye ,; - , . | 'R 
earer Immenſe, and all his Father 1 in him ſhone. CY . 
my And book iv, line 844. r ban WW. 
ne- 9 
ed in So ſpake the cherub and I grave bake, k | 
res a Severe in youthful ramets added 4 
ctive Invincible. 5 
tive; 


yet, Where the adjective 5. an y thing ae vpon it 
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then it may be very elegantly divided from the ſubſtan. 
tive, and begin a new line; as in the midmoſt of the 
three laſt cited, Severe in e beauty, 
Milton has alſo ſometimes a ee other words at 
the end of a line, which nature, and grammar, and 


muſic ſeem to unite too nearly for ſuch a ſeparation; 
as book iv. line 25. 5 


Now conſcience wakes the hitter memory _ 
Of what he was, what is, and what mult be 
Worſt ; of worſe deed, worſe ſuffering muſt enſue. 


Book viu. line 419. | 


— — No need that thou 
Should'ſt propagate, already infinite. 


Book vi. line 452. 


| $98 yet hard | 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find. 


— W_——— 


Apain, ver. 462. 


But pain is perfect miſery, the worſt 
4, err 
And you may find a number of inſtances of tliis 
kind in this great poet, whereby he has ſometimes re- 
duced his verſe too much into a proſaic form. Whe- 
ther this was negligence or deſign in the poet, is hard 
to ſay; but it is evident, that by this unreaſonable 
run of the ſenſe of one. line. into another, and by his 
too frequent aveiding not only c/ozx and periods, but 
OY | | even 
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even commas at the end of the line, it becomes hardly 
poſſible for the ear to diſtinguiſh all the ends and be- 
innings of his verſes; nor is the reader able to ob- 
erve fuch accents and ſuch pauſes as may give and 
maintain ſufficient diſtinction. Now, if the begin- 
ning and ending of every verſe is not diſtinguiſhed 
by the hearer, it differs too little from a ſort of poe- 
tical proſe. | 


LXXIV. A DYING WORLD, AND A 
DURABLE HEAVEN. 


OULD one think it poſſible for the ſons and 

daughters of Adam, who fee all things round 
them upon the face of the earth in periſhing and dying 
circumſtances, to _ and act, and live as though 
they ſhould never die? The vegetable world, with all 
its beauties, ſeems to paſs under a ſpreading death every 
year 3 the glory of the field, the foreſt, and the gar- 
den periſh. Animal nature is born to die, and mingle 
with its original duſt ; not the ſtrength of beaſts, the 
ox or the lion, can reſiſt their fate; nor the fowl of 
the ſwifteſt wing eſcape it ; nor can the nations of in- 
ſets hide from it in their dark holes and caverns, 
where they ſeek to prolong their little being, and keep 
the vital atoms together, through the changing ſeaſons. 
Our own fleſh and blood is much of the ſame make, it 
is borrowed from the ſame materials as theirs, it has a 
ſimilar compoſition, and fin has mingled many more 
diſeaſes in our frame, than are known to the vegetable 
or brutal kinds. We ſee our anceſtors go before us to 


the grave, and yet we live as though we ſhould never 


follow 
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256 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
follow them. We behold our neighbours carried away 
from the midſt of us daily to their beds of earth, and 
et we are as thoughtleſs of this awful and important 
BE as though our own turn would never come. 

Let us ſurvey mankind a little : * How are all their 
tribes employed? What is the Lore buſineſs of life ? 
Are not all their powers of fleſh and mind devoted to 
the purpoſes of this poor, ſhort, mortal period, as 
though there were nothing to ſucceed it? And yet, if 
we aſk thoſe who dwell around us in our nation, Do 
you not believe a Heaven and an eternity of happineſs 
for thoſe who ſeek it ſincerely, and labour for it? they 
confeſs this divine truth by the force of reaſon and con- 
ſcience, and by the light of ſeripture; but they forget 


it in a few moments, and return to their follies again, 


and with a greedy. and. inceſſant deſire they repeat the 
purſuit of periſhing vanities.. | 


tle with a fixation of thought upon the ſcenes. of death 
all around us here on earth, and if we now. and then 


furvey the viſible Heavens, their brightneſs and their | 


duration, ; we might perhaps be put in. mind of thoſe 
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O that we could but keep ourſelves awake a-while 
from the intoxicating pleaſures and cares of this life, and | 
ſhake off all theſe golden dreams that perpetually ſur- | 
round our fancy weſhould-then ſurely employ our noble | 
powers to a diviner 7 rpoſe: If we did but dwell a lit- 


momentous truths which might direct our conduct; 
might wean us from our fondneſs of theſe ſenſible and 
periſhing triffes, and animate us, in good earneſt, to 
purſue the durable glories of Heaven. A walk through 
a church- yard, by ſun or ſtar- light, would afford ſuch. | 
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All horn on earth muſt die. Deſtruction reigns 
Ron nd the whole globe, and changes all its ſcenes. 
Time bruſnes off Our lives with ſweeping wing 
But Heaven defies its power. There angels ſing 
Immortal; to that world direct thy ſight, 


My ſoul, etherial-born, and thither aim thy flight: | 
There. virtue finds reward; eternal joy, 
Unknown, on earth, ſhall. the full ſoul employ... - | 


This glebe of death we tread, theſe ſhining iſkics, :- 
Hold out the; moral leſſons to our eyes. 
The ſun ſtill travels his illuſtrious round? 
While ages bury. ages under grounds 
While heroes 89 in their urns, 
Still Phoſphor“ glitters, and ſtill, Syrius* burns. 
Light reigns thro' worlds above, and life with all her 
Vet man lies groveling on the earth, [ ſprings : 
The ſoul forgets its. heavenly. hinth7 [14 wings. 
Nor mburns/her exile; thence, ,nor-homeward-+ries her 


tt 1 


. 


avon Dre an lein 9) 96.1. 
Thus far with regard to the bulk of mankind, 
whoſe ſouls are immerſed in fleſh and blood, who mind 


none but earthly. things, whoſe Goo is this world, 


and whoſe end is deſtruction, : But it is a melancholy 
thing alſo to conſider, that where a divine ray from a- 
bove has penetrated the heart, has begun to operate a 
heavenly temper, and to kindle a new life in their ſoul, 
and ſet it a breathing after eternal things, it is ſtill a- 
ſhamed to make this; new: life appear, and this divine 
ray diſcover itſelf; it is aſhamed to ſhine like a ſon of 
Gop in ſuch a dark and vicious world, among men 
of degenerate minds, who have an averſion to all that 
is holy and heavenly, We would fain be always Fo 
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258 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
the mode, and are afraid to be looked at in the dreſs of 

iety among thouſands whoſe neglect of Gop have 
1 the faſnion. Are there not ſeveral ſuch Chriſ- 
tians amongſt us, who dare not open their lips in the 
language of Paradiſe, nor let the world know they 
belong to Heaven, till death and the inviſible ſtate are 
8 near them, and ſet in full view by ſome ſevere 
ſickneſs, or ſome terrible accident which threatens their 
removal hence? It is a near view of the grave and 
eternity, that ſubdues all other paſſions into devotion, 
that makes them begin to ſpeak and act publicly like 
the children of Gop, and gives them a ſacred fortitude, 
a bleſſed ſuperiority of ſoul over all their fooliſh fears, 
and all the reproaches of ſinful men. 4 


We? EN death and everlaſting things 

VV Approach and ftrike the fight, 
The ſoul unfolds itſelf, and brings 
Its hidden te, to light. 


The filent Chriftian ſpeaks for Gon, 
With courage owns his name, 
And ſpreads the Saviour's grace abroad: 
Ihe zeal 11 * ſhame. 
Logo, ſhall my ſoul 775 conceal 
= Her faith, if death retire? 
Shall ſhame ſubdue the lively zeal, 

And quench 5 ras fire? 
O may my thoughts for ever keep 
Ihe grave and heaven in view, 
Leſt if my zeal and courage ſleep, 
My lips grow fiknt too! ; 
e LXXV. 


LXX? 


Ma: 
On br: 
IIluſtri 
Fame v 
Of Da 
Of Bri 
[ ſee, | 
And fl. 
Thy ſt 


J = t 


In viſic 
Behind 
Who r 
Cities 1 
O glor 


Ah! 
Theſe 


XV. 


IV PROSE AND VERSE. 259 


IXXV. THE REWARDS OF POESY, 


DAM Ox, Tralia, UAANIA. 
25 Dax oN. 
USE, 'tis enough that in thy fairy bow'rs 

My youth has loſt a thouſand ſprightly hours, 
Attending thy vagaries, in purſuit 
Of painted bloſſoms or enchanted fruit. 
Pocher to teaſe my riper age: tis hard 
To be a ſlave ſo long, and find ſo ſmall reward. 


TAL IA. 

Man, tis enough that in the book of fame 
On brazen leaves the muſe ſhall write thy name, 
Illuſtrious as her own, and make thy years the ſame. 
Fame with her filver trump ſhall ſpread the ſound }_ 
Of Damon's verſe, wide as the diſtant bound 
Of Britiſb empire, or the world's vaſt round. 
| ſee, I ſee from far the falling oars, 
And flying fails that bear to Weſtern ſhores 
Thy ſhining name; it ſhoots from ſea to ſea 


J fy purſues, but faints amidſt the way: 


Behind five hundred years new ages riſe, 
Who read thy works with rapture in their eyes. 
Cities unbuilt ſhall bleſs the lyric bard. 


O glorious memory! O immenſe reward! 


In viſion my prophetic tube deſcries 


TE =. "IIAMON. . | 

Ah! flattering muſe! how fruitleſs and how fair 

Theſe viſionary ſcenes and ſounding air ? 5 
e Fruitleſi 
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Fruitleſs and vain to me! Can noiſy breath, 

Or fame's loud trumpet reach the courts of death ? 

I ſhall be-ſtretch'd upon my earthly bed, 
Uathinking duſt, nor know the honours paid 

To my ſurviving ſong. Thalia, ſay, 

Have I no more to hope? Haſt thou no more to pay? 


TAL IA. 

gay, what had Horace; what had Homer more, 
My favourite ſons, whom men almoſt adore; _ 
And youth, in learned ranks; for ever ſings, | 
While periſh'd heroes and forgotten kings 
Have loſt their names? 
This deathleſs glory: This the wiſe 
Frodigious recompence. 


ave thought 


Doux. | 
——Prodigious fools, 


7 think AV hum and buz of paltry MAY 


nd awkward tones of boys are prizes meet 
For Roman harmony and Grecian wit! 
Riſe from thy long repoſe, old Homer's hoſt ! 
Horace ariſe! Are theſe the palms SEES 
For your victorious verſe ? Great poets, tell, 
Can echoes, of a name reward you Well, 
For labours ſo ſublime ? Or have) you found 
| Fs make Foo lumbers ſweeter in the ground? 
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Tr Daxon. | PEE 
Once, thou fair tempter of my heedleſs Tooth; 
Once, and, by chance, thy tropes have hit the truth: 
Praiſe is but empty air, a purling frream, | 
Prets are paid with bubbles in a dream. 
Haſt thou no ſongs to entertain thy dead ? 
No phantom-lights to glimmer round my ſhade? 


GEN. 8 Re 

Believe me, mortal, where thy relics ſleep, | 
My nightingales hall tuneful vigils kKeeppß 
And cheer thy filent tomb: the glow-worm ſhine. 
With evening lamp, to mark which ear th is thine: : 
While midnight fairies tripping round thy bed, 
Collect a moon-beam glory for thy head. 
Fair hyacinths thy hillock ſhall adorn, 
And living ivy creep about thy urn: 5 
Sweet violets ſcent the ground, while laurels throw - t2 
Their leafy ſhade o'er * green turf below, 
And borrow life from thee to crown ſome port. s brow. | 


. 7 14 
; 4 


5 en 3 


Muſe, thy laſt bleflings fink below the firſt; 
ah! wretched trifler! to array my duſt 


in thy green flow'ry Sr and think the payment 
uſt! 


Poor is thy gain ſhould nations join to praiſe ; ; 
And now mult. chirping birds reward my lays ? 
What! ſhall the travels of my ſoul be,paid 


With glow-wworm light, and with a leafy foot: | 
Violets 129 creeping ivies? Is this all 


The muſe can promiſe, or the poet al 
His glorious hope and joy? — 


Are theſe the honours 1 thy favourite * 1 
To have their fleſh, their limbs, their mouldring bones 
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Fatten the glebe to make a laurel grow, 

Which the foul carcaſe of a dog might do, 

Or any vile manure? Away, be gone; 

Tempt me no more; I now renounce thy throne: 

My indignation ſwells. Here, fetch me fire, 
Bring me my Odes, the labours of the lyre; 

I doom them all to aſhes, ——— 


1 URANIA. | 
Raſh man, reſtrain thy wrath, theſe Odes are mine; 
Small is thy right in gifts ſo much divine. 

Was it thy ſkill that to a Saviur's name 

Strung David's harp, and drew the illuſtrious theme 
From ſmoking altars and a bleeding lamb ? | 
Who form'd thy ſounding ſhel]? who fix'd the ftrings, 
Or taught thy hand to play eternal things? = 
Was't not my aid that rais'd thy notes ſo high ? 

And they muſt live till time and nature die. 

Here heaven and virtue reign : here joy and love 
Tune the retir'd devotion of the grove, f 
And train up mortals for the thrones above, 

Sinners hall fart, and, ſtruck with dread divine, 
Shrink from the vengeance of ſome flaming line, 
Shall melt in trickling woes for follies paſt ; 

Yet all amidſt their piercing ſorrows taſte 

The ſweets of pious ks : Emannuel's blood 
Flows in the verſe, and feals the pardon good. 
Salvation triumphs here, and heals the ſmart 

Of wounded conſcience and a breaking heart. 
Youth ſhall learn temp' rance from theſe hallow d ſtrains, 
Shall bind their paſſions in harmonious chains; 
And virgins learn to love with cautious fear, 
Nor virtue needs her guard of bluſhes here. 
Matrons, grown reverend in their filver hairs, 
Sooth the ſad memory of their ancient cares 
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With theſe ſoft hymns; while on their trembling knee 
Sits their young offspring of the fourth degree 
Wich liſt' ning wonder, till their infant tongue | 
Stammers and liſps, and learns th' immortal ſong, _ 
And lays up the fair leſſon to repeat 1 
To the fourth diſtant age, when ſitting round their feet. 
Each Heaven-· born heart ſhall chooſe a favourite ode 
To bear their morning homage to their Gop, 125 
And pay their nightly vows. Theſe facred themes 
[aſpire the pillows with etherial dreams: _ E 
And oft amidſt the burdens of the day 

dome devout couplet wings the ſoul away, 
af Forgetful of this globe: Adieu, the cares 


ine; 


| Of mortal life! Adieu, the fins, the ſnares ! 

ings, Whe talks with angels, and walks o'er the ſtars, 
Amidſt th' exalted raptures of the lyre DS 
0'erwhelm'd with bliſs, ſhall aged ſaints expire, | : 
And mix their notes at once with ſome celeſtial choir, 1 


; Damon. | 
What holy ſounds are theſe! what ſtrains divine! 
s it thy voice, O bleſt Uraria, thine! 

Enough: I claim no more. My toils are paid, 
My e ee and my o'er-labour'd head. 
My early ſighs for thy propitious power | 
And my wing'd zeal to ſeize the lyric hour: 
Thy words reward them all. And when I die, 
May the Great Ruler of the rolling fk 
ive thy predictions birth, with blefin gs from his eye. 
trains, I lay my fleſh to reſt, with heart reſign'd | 
und ſmiling hope. Ariſe, my deathleſs mind, 
\ſcend, where all the bliſsful paſſions flow 1 
n ſweeter numbers; and let mortals Know, | 
rania leaves theſe Odes to cheer their toils below. 


wid LXXVI. 
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A MORAL” ARGUMENT TO PROVE THE 
NATURAL IMMORTALITY, oe .Taz SOUL, 


dom in the works of his Creation,  contriving, 
forming, and, endowing every creature with powers 
and properties ſuitable to the various purpoſes of its 
deſigned exiſtence, and of his on government. 
Gop has given to his creature Man, an underſtand- 
ing and will, and various powers, whereby he is capa- 
ble of knowing, loving, and ſerving his Maker; by 
theſe ſame powers he alſo becomes capable of diſho- 
nouring, affronting, and blaſpheming him 
Man is formed alſo with a power or capacity of re- 
ceiving recompences 243 g to his; Mörks; . 6. 
pleaſure and happineſs, anſwerable to his obedience; 
or puniſhment and miſery, if he diſobeys: and the 
great Gop, as a righteous governor of the world, has 
thought fit to aſſign happineſs to virtue, and miſery 
to vice, as a reward or recompence of good or evil 


* 


ons. 


Tue great Gop bas manifeſted aſtoniſhing wil. 


erg "SRI my int Das | WET gige 3 
Man is alſo created with a power to deſtroy his own 


animal life, as well as the animal, life of his fellow. 
ff den 
Now, if a man be never ſo, pious, and has no, ſur- 
viving ſpirit, no conſcious power remaining, after, this 
animal life be deſtroyed, Gov cannot certainly reward 
him, according to the courſe of nature; becauſe a wicked 
man may put a ſpeedy end to the animal life of the 
righteous, by ſword or elub, and thus he may inſo- 
leatly forbid, or prevent, all Gop's rewarding good- 
neſs and juſtice, with regard to that righteous man. 


Or, 


7 47 
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Or, if a man be never ſo vicious, if he blaſpheme 
and inſult his Maker, with never ſo much gion 


and commit all outrages poſſible againſt his neigh- 


bours ; yet God cannot puniſh him for ſuch aggra- 


vating guilt, according to the courſe of nature, if he has 


no ſurviving ſpirit, no conſcious power remaining be- 


yond this animal life: for, by the ſword, halter, or 


oiſon, he may put a ſpeedy end to his own animal 
ife, and to all his conſciouſneſs of being, and to all 
power of ſuffering puniſhment. 


But ſurely the all wiſe Gop would never form crea- 


tures of ſuch a nature, and with ſuch powers, as that 


they might inſolently prevent his governing juſtice, 
from difiributing rewards and puniſhments, according 
to their works: he would never make a creature capa- 
ble of breaking his laws and inſulting his authority, 


and defy his Maker to puniſh him; a creature who 


might do outrage to his Creator, and yet have power 
to eſcape beyond the reach of his avenging hand. 
This would be ſuch a piece of conduct as would tempt 
one to ſuſpe& great weakneſs in the Creator and Go- 
yernor of the world; which God forbid. | 
Perhaps it may be ſaid here, that Gop can find a 
way to reward, or puniſh, by raiſing his creatures again 
from the dead, to a more firm and durable life. | 
'To this I anſwer two ways. Firſt, If the thinkin 
ſpirit in man, or the conſcious principle, be intirely 
extinguiſhed, at the death of the body, the reſurrection 
of man to a new conſciouſneſs, is the creation of a 
new conſcious being, and 1s not the ſame conſcious 
being, which once merited reward or puniſhment; and 
where would be the juſtice of ſuch puniſhments or re- 
wards? It is poflible indeed, that almighty power 
might make a new conſcious being, which ſhould ſup- 
= itſelf to remember things done in a former ſtate, 
beforeit had any exiſtence ; but this would be properl 
f 3 — falfe 
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a falfe apprehenſion, an error and not a real memory 
of what was done before, and would lay no juſt foun- 
dation for the recompenſes of vice or virtue. 

Secondly, This very reſurrection muſt be a miracle, 
a ſupernatural exerciſe of divine power, in contradic- 
tion to the laws of nature, and not according to the 
courſe of nature. Now, is it not hard to ſay, and 
very unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Gop has ſo con- 
trived the nature of his creature Man, that though he 
be capable of high degrees of virtue, or of moſt inſo- 
lent and horrid vices, yet, according to the conr/e of 1a- 
zure, he cannot effectually and certainly reward or 
puniſh him; or, that the wiſe Creator and righteous 
Governor of the univerſe cannot effectually and cer- 
tainly diſtribute the recompenſes of virtue and vice 
without a miracle? | 

Upon the whole, doth it not evidently follow from 
this argument, that ſince Gov is a wiſe Creator and 


Governor of the world, ſince man is capable of volun- 


tary vice or virtue, and conſequently of deſerving re- 
wards or puniſhments, there 1s, and there muſt be, 
ſome living conſcious principle in man which may be 
naturally capable of rewards and puniſhments, anſwer- 
able to his behaviour? 'That there is a ſoul in man, 
which ſurvives his animal life, and is tmmortal, which 
cannot put an end to its own life and conſciouſnels, 
nor to the life and conſciouſneſs of its tellow-fouls ? 
And by this natural immortality of the ſou] it comes 
to paſs, that it is not in the power of a wicked man to 
prevent the rewards of the righteous, nor to convey 
Fimfelf out of the reach of his Maker's vengeance. 
And may it not be hence inferred, in the firſt place, 
that the ſoul of man is ſo immortal, that it is not in 
the power of any mere creature to kill it? For, it 
doth not ſeem fit, that the great Lo RD of the univerſe 
mould give the prerogative of rewards and puniſhments, 


either 
and v 
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ſo far out of his own hand, as to put it intirely into 
the power of a. creature, to defraud the righteous of 
their reward, or ſecure the wicked from due puniſh- 


ment. It is fit that Gop only, who gave lite, and 


being, and conſciouſneſs to the ſoul, ſhould be able 


to deſtroy it, or to take away its conſciouſneſs, or 
make it ceaſe to be. + | 


May we not alſo. infer yet farther, in the ſecond 
place, that there is no ſuch thing as the fleep of the 
foul; or at leaſt, that neither the ſoul itſelf, nor any 


other creature, can put the ſoul into a ſleeping ſtate? 


For this is a ſtate without perception or conſcioufneſs; 
and if this could be done, then the defigned rewatds 
and puniſhments of divine juſtice might be as effectu- 
ally difappointed by creatures, as if 2 could kill or 
annihilate the ſoul. | 


Perhaps you will here ſay alſo, that the ſoul may 


be awakened again, by divine power, to receive puniſh» 
ments or rewards, To this I anſwer, that if the ſoul 
is laid to fleep, or ſinks into an inſenſible ſtate, when 
the anunal body dies, will it ever awake again of itſelf 
naturally to be puniſhed or rewarded; or can any 
creature awaken it? If not, then Gop alone, who 


works ſupernaturally, can awaken it.—And thus, in 


the order of nature, there is no capacity in this ſoul to 


be puniſhed or rewarded, nor can it be done without 


a miracle. wy | | 
I think, therefore, we may draw this concluſion, 
viz. That every intelligent being, as it is made capable 


of virtue and vice, of rewards and puniſhments, fo it 


muſt neceſſarily be made immortal in its own nature, 


and hath ſuch an eſſential and perpetuab conſciouſneſs | 


belonging to it, as is not in the power of creatures 
either to ſtupify or deſtroy, left the recompenſes of vice 
and virtue be wreſted out of the hands of Goo, as the 


N 2 GOD 


268 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 
God of nature, the wiſe Creator, and the righteous 
Governor of all intelligent creatures. | 
And may we not draw a third inference alſo, viz, 
That the mere death of the body is not the only puniſh- 
ment of the fin of man, againſt the Gov of nature, 
and againſt the natural law; for then the worſt of 
criminals, by a doſe of opium, or a halter, might 
finiſh his puniſhment at once; he might convey him- 
ſelf away from the reach of puniſhing juſtice, and the 
crimes of men could not be puniſhed-in proportion to 


their aggravations? It is the immortality of the ſoul 


that lays a foundation of different degrees of puniſh- 
ment according to crimes, 1 | 


After all, perhaps ſome perſons may raiſe another 


_ objection againſt my argument, viz. If there be ſuch | 


ſufficient proviſion in the very nature of man, after 
death, to receive the due rewards of virtue or vice, in 


this mortal part, or his ſoul, what neceſſity is there of 


a reſurrection of the body? And yet we find, in the 
New Teſtament, where the inviſible world, and a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments is moſt particularly 


_ diſcovered, the holy writers generally repreſent thoſe 


rewards and puniſhments as conſequents of this reſur- 
A 

8 15 o this think there is a full anſwer given in the 
laſt pages of a late E/ay towards a proof of a ſeparoir 
fate of fouls, to Whig refer the 11 2550 in tkis 
place I think it ſufficient to ſay, that the ſoul only is 
the Moral Agent, and the Gob of nature can effectually 
reward or puniſh the virtues or the vices of man in this 
immortal part, or his ſoul, which naturally ſurvives 
the body; bur the Go D of grace having introduced a 
goſpel for the recovery of ſinful mankind from ruin, 
whereby the reſurrection. of the body is promiſed to 
thoſe who comply with it, for an increaſe of happineſs, 


he thought it proper alſo and juſt, that the rejection of 
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this goſpel, or the utter impenitence of men, ſhould be 
puniſhed with a reſurrection ob the body, for an in- 
creaſe of miſery. It is the goſpel only which intro- 
duces the reſurrection of the body; the original law of 
Gov knows nothing of it. As by man, I. e. Adam] 
came in death, ſo by man, [i. e. Chriſt] came in the re- 
ſurrection of the dead, i Cor. xv. 21. | 

And thence may I not take occaſion to infer, that 
the goſpel, or the covenant of grace, which is founded. 
in the undertaking of Cur1sT, hath been ſome way 
or other made known to all mankind, at leaſt by ſome. 
obſcure and general nbtices of it; and that the great 
GoD doth actually deal with all men now upon terms. 
of grace, from this very argument, becauſe al/ mankind 
are to be raiſed again from the dead, whe hade done good” 
or. evil, John v. 28, 29. — Whereas thoſe who never 
ined againſt the goſpel, or againſt the Grace or Mercy 
of Gov, but only againſt God, as the Cod of nature, 
would perhaps only lie expoſed to ſuch a ſentence as 
the light of nature might find out, or as might be ex- 
ecuted according to the courſe of nature, without the mira- 
cle of a reſurrection, 7. e. by the death of the body and 
the puniſhment of the ſurviving ſpirit in a ſeparate ſtate. 

If this lait inference ſhould be found to run counter: 
to the ſenſe of any one text of ſcripture, I renounce it 
on, the ſpot: But if, by venturing to Rep out of the 
common. track of the ſchools, we may find any little 
beam of light ſhed upon the conduct of Gov toward” 
men, and be thereby enabled the better to vindicate 
the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of the Gov of nature 
and the God of grace; let not that little beam be“ 
quenched, merely becauſe it has not the ſupport of 
vulgar opinion, nor  bzen conſecrated by creeds or 
ꝛ0uncils. | „ ; 
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LXXVII. THREE MODERN ABSUR- 
DITIES. . 


JENS E, conſciouſneſs, and reaſon, are three of 

the chief principles, or mediums, of our know. 
ledge of things. This, I ſuppoſe, will be acknow- 
ledged by men of all religions, and of none. Senſe 
informs us chiefly of the things that are without us, 
even all that we know by ſight or hearing, by ſmell, 
taſte, or feeling. Conſciouſneſs acquaints us with all 
that paſſes within us, and particularly the ideas we 
have in our mind, the inclination of our hearts, the 
eonfent, the choice, or any action of our wills. And 
then Reaſon aſſures us of the truth of a concluſion, 
which 1s evidently derived from other propoſitions, 
which we know to be true before. Now, Fe De it, 
the Papifts, and the Fataliſis among them, do really 
renounce all theſe : they run on blindly and reſolutely 
in their opinions, and maintain ſeveral articles of their 


| own belief, in direct contradiction to theſe three prin= 


eiples of knowledge, how much ſoever they may pro- 
feſcs to be led by them. | 
Fin, The Papi tells you, that in all. the inſtances 
of common life he believes the dictates of his ſenſes, 
about things which are near to him, and which he hath 
all proper advantages to examine ; but in the buſineſs 
of Tranſubſtantiation, he begs your. excuſe, for he be- 
lieves a piece of bread to be real fleſh and blood, and 
gives the lie, groſly and obſtinately, to his eye-ſight 
and his feeling, his ſmell and his taſte at once; and his 
religion requires him to contradict all his ſenſes, _ 
Crucifer, a man of this profeſſion, believes the re- 
ſurreion of the body of CHRIST from the dead, and 
e 5 5 | confeſſes 
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confeſſes it could not be known or proved, without 


giving credit to our ſenſes, our ſeeing and feeling; 


and yet he renounces the dictates of theſe ſenſes utterly, 


when they tell him that the bread of the ſacrament is 
not the body of the riſen Saviour : And thus he 
chooſes to overthrow the foundation on which he be- 


lieves the doctrine of the reſurrection of CHRIST, 
(which doctrine is the foundation of all his Chriſtianity) 


rather than believe what his ſenſes tell him, when they 
aſſure him the body of CHRISUH 1s not a wafer- cake. 
Monſtrous victory and dominion of the church of 


Rome over all the powers of ſenſe and reaſon at onee, 


and the very principles of our faith ! 


In the next place, Hylander, a young Fataliſt, will 
acknowledge in general, that though he cannot aſſent 
to any of the religions of men, nor believe a word of 
what they preach about vice and virtue, a Heaven and 


a Hell, yet he believes what he himſelf feels, and what 


he is conſcious of within himſelf. But if you aſk him 
preſently, whether man be a free creature? whether he 


himſelf hath a liberty of choice in any motion of his 
will, or in any action of his life? he denies it. No; 
he is neceſſarily moved, by a train of other cauſes, to 
every particular volition and action, and has not, nor 
ever had, any free choice. Aſk him, whether he is 
not conſcious in himſelf, that he can walk or ſtand ſtill, 


riſe or fit, move this finger to the north or to the ſouth ? 


No, he can do none of theſe : he is but a mere ma- 
chine, ated by certain inviſible ſprings; and that 
when two things are offered to him, he cannot chooſe 
or refuſe this or that, but is neceſſarily impelled to 


every thing that he thinks, or wills, or acts“. En- 


* See the true Liberty. of Choice explained and proved, in a 


late Eflay of the freedom of will in Go and man. 


4 
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quire of him yet farther, when ke ſhuns the church, 
when he dwells at the tavern till midnight, when he 
| ſeeks out the partners of his vices, 7 purſues for- 


bidden pleaſures, whether he does not feel his on 
Self, or his own inward powers, chooſing and acting 


all this with freedom? He will own that he ſeems to 


chooſe and act theſe things; but till perſiſts in direct 
contradiction to his own feelin g and conſciouſneſs, that 
it is Gop acts all this in him and by him: and while 
he feels himſelf fo wilful and vile a criminal, blaſ- 


phemes the bleſſed Gop, and makes him the Author of 
MINED? 2. 1:83 


| Contrary to all the dictates of his: conſcience, he 
_ affirms there is no virtue or vice, no ſuch things as 


ood or evil actions, in a moral ſenſe ; and conſe- 
quently that Gop hath provided no Heaven or Hell, 
no rewards or pun. ſhments for any thing which is done 


by us in this life: for, whatſoever we ſeem to do, it 
is all really effected by the will of Gov putting the 


train of cauſes in motion at firſt, and none of us could 
ever act otherwiſe than we do. And yet after all this 


mechanical account of themſelves, and this denial of 


all freedom, theſe nen of matter and motion have the im- 
pudence, in © 845 to common ſenſe, reaſon, and 
grammar, to 


— 


abuſe language ſo far as to call them 


ſelves Free-Thinkers. Strange and prodigious! that 


men ſhould ever hope for the honours of that title, 


which their own opinions conſtantly diſclaim! that 


they ſhould, with ſuch a ſteady effrontery, deny what 


they feel continually in themſelves, and what they 


practiſe ten times in an hour, to gratify an humour, and 


ſupport a moſt abſurd opinion, which takes away al! 
virtue, order, and peace from this world, and all hope 


and happineſs from the next! WE 
*'The'third fort of men, of this odd compoſition, are 
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the Dei among us. Apiftus profeſſes he is a friend to 
reaſon above all things, and he is led by nothing ſo 
much as reaſon ; It is by reaſon that he believes there 
is a God who made, and who governs all things; that 
he is bound to. honour this God, and obey his will; 
that he muſt make it his buſineſs to love God and his 
neighbour ; that there is an eternal difference between 
vice and virtue; that man is an intelligent and free 
agent ; and, by reaſon he 1s convinced, that there are 
rewards and puniſhments provided for man, in a fu- 
ture ſtate, according to his behaviour here. He be- 
lieves alſo, by the Hog of reaſon, according to anti- 
ent hiſtory, and the ſecure conveyance of it by wri- 
ting, that there was ſuch a man as ]:sUus CHRIST, as 
well as he believes there was ſuch a man as Julius Cæſar; 
and as he confeſſes this Julius was a Roman, and a gene- 


ral, and fought many battles, he cannot but confeſs, by 


theſame reaſonings, that this I Es us lived in Judea and 
Galilee ; and that he was the Son of a Carpenter, and 
that he taught many excellent rules about vice and vir- 
tue, and the love of Gop and our neighbour; and, 
by the ſame exerciſe of his reaſon, on the hiſtorical ac- 
count of the facts of paſt ages, he is perſuaded that 
there were ſeveral men of mean education and circum- 
ſtances, who followed this Jzsus, and without the 
help of arms or bribery, carried his doctrine after- 
wards through the world. And yet, contrary to all 
reaſon, this very Apiftys believes, that: this obſcure 
young man, JES us of Nazareth, this ſon of a coun- 
try carpenter, who was brought: up to his father's 
trade, gave a better ſet of make er of Gop, 
for the love of our neighbour, and the conduct of our 
Hves, than ever any philoſopher did in Greece and Rome; 
and that he did all this without human literature, with 
out: 
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ſiaſts (be they what they will) engaged mankind to re- 
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out any divine aſſiſtance, without any inſpiration from 
Gov. | 

He beheves farther, contrary to all reaſon, that this 
poor carpenter had art and cunning enough. to. impoſe 
talſe miracles: on. thouſands of people in Judea and 


_ Galilee, and even in Jeruſalem welt; that he made 


them believe that he cured the blind, that ke gave 
bearing to the deaf, and feet to the lame, that he 
healed all manner of diſeaſes by his word or his touch, 


aud raiſed ſeveral who were dead to life again, with- 


out doing one real miracle, or having any extraordi- 
nary power given him by GoD, 
He believes yet farther ſtill, and in oppoſition to all 


the principles of true reaſoning, that the difciples of 


this |E$Vs, poor Mliterate creatures and fiſhermen, as 
they generally were, except one Paul, who was a 
ſcholar ; I fay, he believes that theſe men went about 


the world, and perſuaded mankind to believe that this 


Jas us CHRIST roſe from the dead, after he had been 
crucified and buried ſome days, and made multitudes 
of his own countrymen and ſtrangers, rich and poor, 
wiſe men and philoſophers, and whole countries, be- 
eve it, though there is not a ſyllable of truth in it, 
ſays he, nor is it ſearce poſſible that it ſhould be true. 


Elle believes yet again, that theſe filly men were 


ſometimes cheats and impoſftors, who practiſed the great- 
eſt ſubtilties and artifice to deceive. the world; that 
fometimes they were wild enthuſcaſis, and half mad 
with devotion, though reaſon might aſſure him, that 
i:npofture and enthu/ighm cannot long reſide together in 
the fame breaſt, but one will betray or deſtroy the 
other. | 5 | | 
He believes on. ſtill, that theſe impoſtors or enthu- 
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ceive all the doctrines of this Jes us, and his religion, 
either by their tricks or art, or their fooleries of honeſt 
zeal, beyond what any of the wiſeſt men of the world, 
with all their Kill and learning, could never do in the 
like caſe, and went on ſuccetskully to propagate his 
doctrine, and foretold it ſnould ſtand and continue to 
the world's end, without any extraordinary commiſ- 
ſion from Heaven, or preſence of Gov with them. 

He believes alſo very unreaſonably, that ſuch a band 
of knaves, as he ſuppoſes them generally to be, car- 
ried on this impoſture with ſuch unanimity and faith- 
fulneſs, for many years, even to the end of their lives, 
that not any one of them ever difcovered the cheat, 
though they could expect to get nothing by it here, in 
this world, but poverty, ſhame, perſecution, impri- 
ſonments, ſtripes, and a bloody death; and, in the 
other world, the wrath of Gop for ſuch knavery. 

His belief goes farther yet, contrary to all rezſona- 
ble grounds; for, he believes theſe followers of this 
Jesus CurisT, by mere falſe pretences to miracles 
and gifts of tongues, ſpread his religion through the 
nations, though he knows that they appealed, in a 

ublic manner, to whole ſocieties of men concern- 
Ing the truth of theſe miraculous gifts conferred upon 
themſelves and other Chriſtians, and concerning this 
power of miracles, which diſplayed itſelf with ſuch 
evidence and glory, particularly at Corinth, where St. 
Paul muſt have been confuted with ſhame, and utterly 
confounded, if theſe thiags had not been true, becaufe 
that was a city of great learning and knowledge; and 
yet Apiſtus obſtinately believes till that neither theſe 
men, nor Paul himſelf, nor any of their followers, 
ever wrought one real miracle, nor ſpoke one tongue, 
but what they learnt before in the common way: And 


that 
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that they: ſpread this rehgion ſo widely among the na- 


tions, and ſo effeQtually, without any commiſſion or 


help from Gop, though this religion contained in it 
doctrines contrary to the faſhions and cuſtoms of the 
world, to the idolatrous religions of the nations, to the 
vicious inclinations of mankind, and their corrupt ap- 
petites and paſſions.— And though he cannot but ſee e- 
vidently, that theſe men, and their ſucceſſors in this 
opinion, have turned many thouſands of perſons to 
more virtue and piety than all the philoſophers could 
do with all their learning; yet he. believes ſtill that 
theſe men had no divine power attending them, nor 
any aſſiſtance from Heaven. 6 I 

In ſhort, he believes, contrary to all reaſon, theſe 
things which are far harder to believe than any of the 
peculiar articles of the Chriſtian faith; and yet Apiftus 
pretends that he cannot believe thoſe -articles, becauſe 
they do not carry reaſon with them. 


My Gon ! deliver me from the blinding and ſtupify- 


ing prejudices of theſe three forts of men, who con- 


tradict the plaineſt evidences of truth, and to main- 
tain their abſurd peculiarities, renounce the chief ſprings 
of all our knowledge; and let me be led honeftly and 
ſincerely, by theſe faculties of /er/ation and conſcion/- 
eſs, which thou haſt given me, in conjunction and 


harmony with each other, and under the guard and im- 


provement of right reaſon, The exerciſe of theſe pow- 
ers, under thy holy influence, will effectually bring me 
to faith in the goſpel of my bleſſed Saviour, and in 
compliance with the rules of that goſpel I truſt I ſhall 


find eternal life, AMEN. 


THE END. 
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